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Making room: A worker removes notes from a crack in the
Western Wall, Judaism’s holiest prayer site, ahead of
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, in Jerusalem’s
Old City on Sunday. Visitors place notes in the wall as part
of a prayer ritual.

Judaism

e Judaism is one of the world’s oldest monotheistic
religions, centred on belief in one God and a covenantal relationship between God
and the Jewish people.

e Its foundational sacred text is the Torah, traditionally understood as the first five
books of the Hebrew Bible. The wider Tanakh contains the Torah, Prophets and
Writings. The Talmud is another major body of Jewish religious law, interpretation
and discussion.

e Judaism originated in the ancient Middle East and is historically associated with
figures such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses.

e Moses occupies a particularly important place in Jewish tradition. The Torah
describes God giving the Israelites commandments through Moses, including the
Ten Commandments.

Major Religious Beliefs and Practices

e Judaism emphasises worship of one God, ethical conduct, justice, charity,
repentance, prayer and observance of divine commandments, traditionally
known as mitzvot.

e A Jewish house of worship is called a synagogue, while a Jewish religious teacher or
scholar is commonly called a rabbi.

e Shabbat (Sabbath) is the weekly sacred day of rest, beginning at sunset on Friday
and continuing until nightfall on Saturday.

e Jewish dietary laws are called Kashrut, and food conforming to these requirements
is described as kosher.

e Jerusalem is Judaism's holiest city. Central to its religious importance is the Temple
Mount, traditionally associated with the location of the First and Second Jewish
Temples.

e The First Temple, traditionally associated with King Solomon, was destroyed by
the Babylonians in 586 BCE.

e The Second Temple was subsequently constructed and was greatly expanded during
the period of Herod the Great. Roman forces destroyed it in 70 CE.

Western Wall (Kotel)

e The Western Wall, or Kotel, is part of the ancient retaining-wall complex
surrounding the Temple Mount platform; it is not itself a surviving wall of the
Temple building.
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e The Temple Mount is Judaism's holiest site. Because of religious restrictions and
the site's political and religious sensitivity, the Western Wall is the principal
accessible sacred location for Jewish prayer.

e Worshippers commonly pray facing the wall and may place small written prayers
between its stones.

e The Temple Mount is also sacred to Islam, where the Al-Agsa Mosque and Dome
of the Rock stand. The wider Jerusalem area is also profoundly important to
Christianity, making the Old City exceptionally significant to all three Abrahamic
religions.

e Rosh Hashanah, meaning “Head of the Year,” marks the Jewish New Year and
begins on 1 Tishrei in the Hebrew calendar.

e It is fundamentally a religious and spiritual occasion, rather than simply a New
Year celebration involving festivities.

e Jewish tradition associates it with divine judgment, introspection, prayer and
repentance. It begins the Ten Days of Repentance (Days of Awe), culminating in
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.

e One of its most characteristic rituals is sounding the shofar, usually a ram's horn. Its
sound serves as a spiritual call to reflection and repentance.

e Apples dipped in honey are traditionally eaten to express hope for a sweet new
year. A common greeting is “Shanah Tovah,” meaning roughly “Have a good
year.”

Major Jewish Religious Festivals

e Yom Kippur: The Day of Atonement, characterised by fasting, prayer and
repentance.

e Passover (Pesach): Commemorates the biblical Exodus of the Israelites from
slavery in Egypt.

e Sukkot: Recalls the Israelites’ wilderness journey and has agricultural significance.

e Hanukkah: Commemorates the rededication of the Second Temple following the
Maccabean revolt.
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No provision in Forest Rights Act to obtain
gram sabha consent for projects: Ministry

The law explicitly states that the Ministry of Tribal Affairs is responsible for its implementation; Centre’s rules and regulations require that all

processes under the forest Act be completed before the concerned government authority can issue a certificate diverting the forests formally

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

n deliberations with
l the Union Ministry of

Power over govern-
ment projects delayed due
to the “critical bottleneck”
of “100% gram sabha con-
sent under the Forest
Rights Act (FRA)” for forest
clearance, the Union Mi-
nistry of Tribal Affairs has
said that the 2006 law has
“no provision for obtaining
consent of the gram sabha
for forest clearance”, ad-
ding that “such matters”
related to gram sabha con-
sent “do not fall under the
purview of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs”.

In an official communi-
cation to the National Hy-
droelectric Power Corpo-
ration (NHPC) Desk of the
Power Ministry on August
31, the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs said, “There is no
provision for obtaining
consent of the Gram Sabha
for forest clearance for
Stage-1I forest clearance in
the Scheduled Tribes and

Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006
and Rules made thereun-
der. Therefore, such mat-
ters do not fall under the
purview of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs.”

While the FRA itself
does not have the language
of gram sabha consent
specifically with respect to
diverting forest land for
non-forestry purposes, the
Union government’s rules
and regulations governing
the diversion of forests
specifically require that all
processes under the FRA
be completed before the
concerned  government
authority can issue a certif-
icate diverting the forests
formally.

These guidelines, under
the Forest Conservation
Act of 1980, require the
identification of potential
FRA claimants, the recog-
nition of their rights where
applicable, the vesting of
these rights, and then ob-
taining a no-objection cer-
tificate (NOC) from the

gram sabhas concerned re-
garding the proposal to div-
ert the said forest land for
the stated purpose — all of
it as mandated under the
FRA. This procedure of ob-
taining an NOC from gram
sabhas is what has com-
monly come to be known
as the procedure for gram
sabha consent for forest
clearance.

The FRA explicitly states
that the Ministry of Tribal

ST TGN
Parliamentary panel report on NHPC Limited said the average time
for forest clearance of projects is 106 months.

Affairs is the nodal minis-
try responsible for the
law’s implementation.
Supreme Court advo-
cate Shomona Khanna, a
former legal adviser to the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs
under both the United Pro-
gressive Alliance and Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
governments, reacted to
the Ministry’s position on
the FRA in its latest com-
munication to the Power

Ministry by saying, “This is
bizarre. If such matters are
not under the purview of
the Tribal Affairs Ministry,
then whose purview is it
under?”

House panel report

The deliberations between
the Union Power Ministry
and the Tribal Affairs Mi-
nistry were initiated after
an August 3 report by the
Parliamentary  Standing
Committee on Public Un-
dertakings on NHPC Limit-
ed. In this report, the com-
mittee, based on
discussions with NHPC of-
ficials, observed that the
average time for forest
clearance of under-con-
struction projects was 106
months, and that the re-
quirement that all con-
cerned gram sabhas con-
sent to the diversion of
forest land required for the
projects had become the
“single most critical bottle-
neck, with projects like the
Teesta-IV HEP being indefi-
nitely stalled because con-
sent from small minority of

Gram Panchayats remains
pending". In its report, the
committee, headed by BJP
MP Baijayanta Panda, took
to the NHPC’s recommen-
dation that a “qualified
super-majority consent” —
consent of 70-75% of the af-
fected gram sabhas -
should be sufficient for
“large hydropower infras-
tructure projects of nation-
al importance”.

The House panel had
thus recommended that
the Power Ministry discuss
the “feasibility” of such a
proposal with the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs.

Previously, in cases such
as the Nicobar mega-infras-
tructure project or other
independent cases related
to the implementation of
the FRA in States like Mad-
hya Pradesh, Karnataka
and many others, the Tri-
bal Affairs Ministry has
claimed that it has no role
to play and argued that this
was because the FRA man-
dates implementation of
the law to the State or Un-
ion Territory governments.

07S9.No provision in Forest Rights Act to obtain gram sabha consent for
projects: Ministry
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e The controversy is essentially about who must approve the diversion of forest land
for development projects and whether 100% of affected Gram Sabhas must agree.

1. What is the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006?

e The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006, commonly called the FRA, recognises the rights of tribal
communities and other traditional forest dwellers over forests they have historically
depended upon.

e The Gram Sabha—the assembly of adult voters of a village—plays a central role in
identifying and processing these forest-right claims.

2. Where does the confusion arise?

e Suppose a hydropower project requires 500 hectares of forest land covering 10
villages.
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e Before that forest is diverted for the project, the government must address the existing
rights of forest-dependent people.
e The Tribal Affairs Ministry's argument is very specific:
o The FRA itself does not contain an express provision requiring
Gram Sabha consent for Stage-I1 forest clearance.
e However, according to the material provided, the broader forest-diversion procedure
requires completion of FRA-related processes, including:

Identify claimants — Recognise forest rights — Vest rights — Obtain Gram Sabha
NOC — Proceed with forest diversion.

e This Gram Sabha NOC came to be commonly described as “Gram Sabha
consent.”

e Therefore, the important distinction is:

e FRA itself — does not expressly prescribe “100% Gram Sabha consent for Stage-II
clearance.”

e Forest-clearance procedures linked with FRA compliance — have required Gram
Sabha-related documentation/NOC before final diversion.

3. Why has this become a major issue?

e According to the parliamentary committee cited in the material, forest clearances for
NHPC's under-construction projects were taking an average of 106 months.

e Imagine that a project affects 20 Gram Sabhas. If 18 approve but two remain
pending, insisting on approval from all 20 could potentially hold up the entire project.

e NHPC therefore suggested a “qualified super-majority” approach: approval from
70-75% of affected Gram Sabhas should be sufficient for nationally important large
hydropower projects.

4. What is the Governmental Disagreement?

e The Power Ministry is concerned about delays to infrastructure projects.

e The Tribal Affairs Ministry, meanwhile, says that the FRA contains no provision for
such Stage-1l consent and that this particular forest-clearance matter does not fall
within its purview—even though it is the nodal ministry for FRA implementation.

e This creates an institutional question: if FRA rights must be settled before forest
diversion, which authority is ultimately responsible for resolving disputes about
Gram Sabha consent?

5. Why is the issue sensitive?

e There are two legitimate policy concerns:
o Development: Roads, dams and hydropower projects should not remain
indefinitely stalled because a small fraction of approvals is pending.
o Tribal rights: A numerical majority should not automatically allow projects
to override the land, livelihood, cultural and community forest rights of
adversely affected villages.
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Keep ST classification criteria free of

‘political manipulation’ tribal body
GS I: Society

The Hindu Bureau mittee, established in 1965 The AARM national con-
NEW DELHI to look into the criteria for  vention held in New Delhi
identifying ST communi- saw the participation of de-

A resolution was passed at
the national convention of
the Left-affiliated Adivasi
Adhikar Rashtriya Manch
(AARM) in New Delhi on
Sunday, outlining a charter
of demands on the rights
of Scheduled Tribe (ST)
communities pertaining to
resources, education, em-
ployment, and culture.
The demands ranged from
increasing the reservation
percentage for ST com-
munities and introducing
reservations in the private
sector to including Adivasi
languages in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitu-
tion and making the crite-
ria for ST classification im-
mune to “political
manipulation”.

While outfits like the
Janjati Suraksha Manch
and the Akhil Bharatiya
Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram
have called for introducing

a religion criterion to ST

classification that will
eventually delist ST com-
munities that have convert-
ed to Islam or Christianity,
the AARM has explicitly
opposed both these de-
mands, articulating that
only certain criteria need-
ed to be reviewed to do
away with outdated condi-
tions for classification.
Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist) leader and
AARM vice-president Brin-
da Karat said that some cri-
teria set by the Lokur Com-

ties, had become obsolete,
such as the ones requiring
a community to be isolated
or have shyness of contact
to be considered ST, and
needed to be reviewed.

Ms. Karat said, “I don’t
want to name the com-
munities. In various States,
the BJP is trying to divide
Adivasis by helping people
who are not Adivasis [and]
encouraging them to de-
mand ST certificates; and
that is a very dangerous
game they are playing. Ev-
er since the BJP has come
into power, or where they
are in power, where there
are large Adivasi communi-
ties, what we are finding is
that they are using the
State governments and the
RSS [Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh] to divide Adiva-
sis so that they can prop up
their majoritarian identity
framework.”

legates from across the
country.

The demands

The AARM called for a
time-bound review of re-
jected Forest Rights Act
(FRA) claims, empowering
gram sabhas, scrapping
State task forces working
outside their statutory am-
bit, and freezing forest ev-
ictions. On employment,
the demands included im-
plementing reservation in
all forms of government
hiring.

The AARM demanded
an increase in the budge-
tary allocation for educa-
tion in Adivasi regions; nu-
tritious, and hot cooked
mid-day meals; the reintro-
duction of eggs in school
menus; an increase in
scholarship amounts; and
sports facilities for Adivasi
students.

07S9.Keep ST classification criteria free of ‘political manipulation’: tribal body
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Adivasi Adhikar Rashtriya Manch (AARM) and its
Demands for Scheduled Tribes

* The Adivasi Adhikar Rashtriya Manch (AARM), described in the report as a Left-
affiliated organisation working on tribal issues, passed a resolution at its national convention
in New Delhi, presenting demands concerning the land, forest, education, employment
and cultural rights of Scheduled Tribes (STs).

» Scheduled Tribes are communities specifically recognised under Article 342 of the
Constitution. STs receive constitutional safeguards and affirmative-action measures,
including reservation in education, government employment and legislatures.

Demand for Review of ST Identification Criteria
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* AARM argued that some traditional criteria associated with the Lokur Committee (1965)
have become outdated.

» Historically used indicators included characteristics such as distinctive culture,
geographical isolation, shyness of contact with the wider community and
backwardness.

* For example, an Adivasi community may today use smartphones, attend universities and
live near towns. According to AARM's argument, such social integration should not
automatically undermine its historical tribal identity.

* AARM also opposed making religion a criterion for ST status and opposed proposals to
remove converted Christian or Muslim tribal persons from ST lists.

Forest and Gram Sabha Rights

* AARM demanded a time-bound reconsideration of rejected claims under the Forest
Rights Act (FRA), 2006, stronger Gram Sabhas, and a halt to forest evictions.

» The FRA is important because it recognises specified individual and community forest
rights of eligible Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers.

Reservation and Employment

* AARM demanded higher ST reservation, effective reservation across different forms of
government recruitment and the introduction of reservation in the private sector.

* These are demands made by AARM, not statements of existing nationwide law.
Education and Welfare
« Its educational demands include greater budgetary allocation for tribal areas, higher

scholarships, sports facilities and nutritious hot cooked school meals, including the
reintroduction of eggs in school menus.
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Parton and Steinem deaths days apart
bring double dose of grief for feminists

Gloria Steinem and Dolly Parton embodied two versions of the same idea — women should know themselves well enough to make the right choices;

their deaths eight days apart sent a double dose of grief around the world as many asked who would take their places at forefront of women'’s rights

NEWS ANALYSIS

Associated Press

ne shaped and de-
0 livered the lan-
guage of feminism.

The other rejected the la-
bel but showed how femi-
nism can be done: with a
microphone dusted in
rhinestones, and without
apology.

Gloria Steinem and Dol-
ly Parton embodied two to-
wering versions of the
same idea: that women
should know themselves
well enough to make their
own choices about matters
intimate and  societal.
Their deaths eight days
apart sent a double dose of
grief around the world and
across generations as ma-
ny women (and some
men!) asked who would
take their places at the fo-
refront of women’s rights.

Steinem, overtly politi-
cal, went undercover as a
Playboy bunny to deliver
an exposé, founded Ms.
Magazine and spent the
rest of her life urging wo-
men to support each other.
Parton, on the other hand,
defined herself as a larger-
than-life daughter of the
American South who told
stories with music and in-
cluded everybody — but re-
fused to play politics or call
herself a feminist.

“Dolly taught us to
dream big. Gloria taught us
to speak up,” wrote De-

Mond B. Nason, a New
York City singer. “Both re-
minded us that a woman
could walk into a world
that told her who she was
supposed to be - and
simply decide to become
something else.”

Parton didn’t say so, but
Steinem insisted more
than three decades ago
that the pair fit together
under the same feminist
flag.
“If feminism means
each of us finding your un-
ique power, and helping
other women do the same,
Dolly Parton certainly has
done both,” Steinem wrote
in 1987, when Ms. Maga-
zine named the singer one
of its “Women of the Year.”

Many shared the sense
that Steinem and Parton
belonged together. “Both
believed in women: in our
ability to decide who we
are, make our own choic-
es, take care of one anoth-
er and shape the world
around us,” wrote Swati
Narayan in a column for
American Kahani, an on-
line news outlet for Indian
and South Asian
Americans.

Between Parton’s death
on August 25 and Stei-
nem’s on September 2, Ms.
Magazine re-ran Steinem’s
essay with an editor’s note:
“Steinem celebrated Par-
ton not only as a gifted
songwriter and magnetic
performer, but as a shrewd
businessperson who trans-
formed femininity into a

of grief for feminists

aréet AR e 1 F6 Rl F aver & 7eg § ardarfeat 7 el atw-smaan

Priceless respect: Flowers outside Gloria Steinem’s home after the
announcement of her death at the age of 92 in New York. REUTERS

source of humor and pow-
er — and used her success
to lift up working women,
‘poor communities and the
‘mountain people of her na-
tive Tennessee.”

Two sides, same coin
The embrace wasn’t mu-
tual, at least not publicly.
And that, Parton acknow-
ledged, was by design.

“I don’t do politics. 1
have too many fans on
both sides of the fence,”
she said in 2019 on “Dolly
Parton’s America,” Radio-
lab’s podcast. “Of course,”
she added, “I have my opi-
nion about everything, but
Ilearned years ago to keep
your mouth shut about
things.”

The star was asked di-
rectly whether she thought
of herself as a feminist.
“No, I do not,” she said flat-
ly, later explaining that she
did not want to be associat-
ed with what she viewed as
political extremes even as

she advocated for women
and their opportunities.
Parton was clear,
though, that her lyrics
were intended to shine
light on women’s hard-
ships and the realities of a
world that the superstar
agreed was dominated by
men. She wrote about
teenage pregnancy, abor-
tion and adoption in
“Down from Dover” She
supported equal pay (See:
“9to 5, the movie and the
song). One of her most fa-
mous songs is called, “Just
Because I'm a Woman.”
She just didn’t use
words like “oppression” or
“patriarchy” And unlike
Steinem, Parton didn’t en-
dorse political candidates.
Asked on CNN during the
2016 presidential cam-
paign whether she pre-
ferred Republican Donald
Trump or Democrat Hil-
lary Clinton, she replied: “
think they’re both nuts.”
Feminism splintered un-

der the pressure of public
policy debates over such is-
sues as abortion and the
rejection of Clinton in the
2016 elections, the rise of
Mr. Trump and the mod-
ern-day emergence of
identity politics.

Steinem’s version of fe-
minism today is more
aligned with Democrats at
a time when, at least for
now, the country has
swung Republican. Stei-
nem lived to see the Su-
preme Court overturn the
1973 ruling Roe v. Wade,
eliminating the constitu-
tional right to abortion, a
pillar of the 1960s feminist
movement she embodied.
The Equal Rights Amend-
ment remains unratified.
And Americans have yet to
elect a woman President.

Soif you're an opponent
of abortion rights or if you
voted for Mr. Trump, can
you still be a feminist in
20262 And would you want
to be called that in public
or on social media? To the
end, Steinem insisted it
wasn’t the label that mat-
tered. What counted as fe-
minist was whether a wo-
man knew herself well
enough to make her own
choices rather than be de-
fined as the daughter or
wife of a man.

But partisanship sur-
faced even in the ritual pu-
blic mourning for the two
women. Parton’s passing
touched off an immediate
expression of grief from
sources ranging from Mr.

Trump to her fans in the
LGBTQ+ community. Mr.
‘Trump ordered flags to be
flown at half-staff as a show
of “respect” for her.

In contrast, there was
1o such rush to recognise
Steinem beyond her liberal
and centrist constituency,
even from conservatives
‘who had expressed respect
for her accomplishments
as an influential historical
figure. Their silence two
days after Steinem’s death
contrasted with the out-
pouring of grief, thanks
and respect for Steinem
from leading figures on the
left, particularly of her gen-
eration. Hillary Clinton,
who also saluted Parton,
said Steinem’s activism
‘was built on optimism des-
pite abundant roadblocks
for women.

“The lived experience
became much more real
and applicable to our en-
tire society when Gloria
began to point it out,” Ms.
Clinton posted. Steinem
said for years that she’s us-
ing her torch to light oth-
ers. “If we each have a
torch, there’s a lot more
light,” she told the National
Press Club in 2013.

Social media offered evi-
dence that supporters of
both women would pass it
on. Liz Webster, an Ameri-
can hair and makeup artist
living in Germany, called
Steinem and Parton “two
very different women who
shaped the way I saw what
awoman could be.”

Gloria Steinem and Dolly Parton as two very different women who nevertheless
represented a common idea: women should have the freedom and confidence to
define themselves and make their own choices.

Gloria Steinem: Feminism Through Activism

Gloria Steinem represented an explicitly political form of American feminism. She
became a prominent figure in the women's movement and co-founded Ms. magazine.
Her feminism challenged social structures that restricted women's choices and
emphasised equality, reproductive rights, economic independence and women's
political participation.

For Steinem, feminism was not merely about women becoming successful; it meant
women possessing the power to determine their own identity and life choices,
rather than being defined primarily as somebody's wife or daughter.
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Dolly Parton: Empowerment Without the Feminist Label

e Dolly Parton, by contrast, publicly declined to describe herself as a feminist and
generally avoided partisan politics.

e Yet her music frequently addressed women's experiences. Songs discussed subjects
such as unequal treatment, teenage pregnancy and economic difficulties, while
her famous song and film “9 to 5 became associated with workplace inequality and
equal pay.

e Thus, Parton illustrates the difference between accepting a political label and
practising some of the values associated with it.

What Is Feminism?

e In basic terms, feminism advocates social, political, legal and economic equality
of the sexes and challenges discrimination based on gender.

e For example, if a woman and man performing equivalent work are denied equal
opportunities merely because of gender, feminism would challenge that inequality.

“Two Sides of the Same Coin”

e Steinem sought change largely through activism and explicitly feminist
arguments, whereas Parton demonstrated women's independence, economic
success and self-determination through popular culture and personal example.

e Steinem herself argued that if feminism means discovering one's own power and
helping other women do likewise, Parton fitted within that understanding despite
rejecting the label.

GS Paper 1. Geography 07 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

In this drone photo released by the Geological Agency(Badan
Geologi) of Indonesia's Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources, Mount Anak Krakatau spews volcanic smoke in
Sunda Strait, Indonesia on September 5.
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Mount Anak Krakatau

* Anak Krakatau, meaning “Child of Krakatau”, is an
active volcanic island in the Sunda Strait of Indonesia,
between the islands of Java and Sumatra. It lies along the
highly volcanic Pacific Ring of Fire.

How Was Anak Krakatau Formed? o b

« Its story begins with the famous Krakatau * - 27 Lo
(Krakatoa) eruption of 1883, one of the most '
destructive volcanic eruptions in recorded history.
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» The 1883 eruption destroyed much of the original e g 2% z
volcanic island and generated enormous tsunamis, T g L
which killed more than 36,000 people in surrounding e Bor
coastal regions. — .

* Decades later, volcanic activity resumed beneath the sea. In 1927, a new volcano began
emerging from the old Krakatau caldera. This volcano became known as Anak Krakatau.

» Think of it as a new volcanic cone growing from the remains of an older volcanic
system.

Why Is the Region So Volcanically Active?

 Indonesia lies near converging tectonic plates. Around the Sunda Arc, the Indo-
Australian Plate is subducting beneath the Sunda/Eurasian margin.

» During subduction, one tectonic plate sinks beneath another. This process promotes
magma formation, which can rise towards the surface and feed volcanoes.

GS Paper Il: Polity 07 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

07S9 | Judicial integrity — a case the Court cannot ignore
“RAF IS — T VFT ATHAAT A AT ASAIIETST AGT HT vl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Judicial integrity — a case the Court cannot ignore

erious allegations against the Acting High Court. Accordingly Justice Agrawal is now precondition. As lawyer Prashant Bhushan rightly
Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court, appointed. observed, “the police does not dare approach the
Justice Sanjeev Prakash Sharma, have Allegations of corruption against sitting judges | ChiefJustice for permission to investigate, unless
come to light following reports of letters in India are neither uncommon nor they already have clinching evidence, which they
written by Supreme Court of India judge Justice unprecedented. Yet, certain unique features of cannot get, unless they investigate” (“Judicial
Sandeep Mehta to the Chief Justice of India (CJT), the present reports are worth noting. A sitting Accountability or llusion?”, Economic and
in which he has sought Justice Sharma’s Kaleeswaram Raj judge of the Supreme Court reportedly alerted Political Weekly, November 25, 2006). Although
immediate transfer. Justice Mehta, who Lawyer at the the CJI to the conduct of an Acting Chief Justice of | the United Progressive Alliance government
previously served as a judge of the Rajasthan High | sypreme court a High Court, supported by verifiable material. facilitated the passage of the Judicial Standards
Court and is regarded for his uprightness, of India Yet, for several weeks, no cogent steps were and Accountability Bill in the Lok Sabha in 2012,
discipline, and integrity, wrote three such letters reportedly initiated by the CJI in this regard. The the Bill lapsed with the disselution of the 15th Lok
on August 2, 10, and 17. The contents of these CJ reportedly said that the allegations could not Sabha in 2014. The subsequent legislative effort tc
letters are now partly in the public domain. be treated as findings and that they “must be revive the Bill, with some changes, also remained
dealt with strictly through the established anon-starter. The impeachment of erring judges,
Letters that raise serious questions institutional mechanism”. In view of Justice as suggested by Articles 124(4) and 217(1)(b) of the
The letters reportedly refer to complaints about Sharma’s impending retirement, early action by Constitution, has proved to be a failure. Likewise,
the manner in which Justice Sharma has been the CJI to Justice Mehta’s letter could perhaps the in-house mechanism adopted by the Supreme
functioning. They also highlight alleged instances have averted some of the disturbing events that Court in 1999 has not proved to be fault-free or
of victimisation of judges, maladministration, subsequently followed. even effective.
improper “shifting of cases” to his Bench, and Transparency International, in its reports, has
nepotism in appointments to the Permanent Lok underlined the growing trust deficit in the Indian Earlier crises, different responses
Adalat. Justice Sharma has allegedly been judiciary. According to its 2002 report, based on But these considerations could not have been
intimidating some of his colleagues with the a household survey, the judiciary was identified reasons for the CJI not to act promptly upon the
threat of retributive measures, including as the second-most corrupt institution in certain concerns allegedly expressed by Justice Mehta.
transfers, based on his claimed proximity to the South Asian countries, including India. The On the contrary, the lack of a permanent systemi
CJL It is reported that Justice Mehta’s letters refer report is indeed shocking. Yet, the present solution to the issues raised should have been an
to specific instances of alleged favouritism situation in India is far more complex and additional reason for the CJI to take remedial
towards a chosen few among the lawyers and the multi-dimensional. There are many fine judges in | measures expeditiously and diligently, and to do
misuse of power in his capacity as the “master of India’s judiciary whose integrity and public image | whatever was possible within his authority. The
the roster”. Justice Mehta’s last letter reportedly should not be tarnished because of aberrations situation called for judicial statesmanship. In
expresses concern over the CJI’s alleged inaction, elsewhere, whether on or off the Bench. 1990, when an inquiry was underway against
particularly as Justice Sharma is due to retire on Justice V. Ramaswami for alleged misconduct, he
September 26. So far, there has been no official Institutional responsibility, structural issues | was advised by then CJI Sabyasachi Mukharji, to
denial of the reports concerning the contents of The repeated episodes of judicial corruption in take leave and keep away from judicial work.
the letters. Justice Sharma, of course, has publicly India reflect certain fundamental issues Thereafter, when the impeachment motion
denied the accusations as baseless. concerning the functioning of its higher judiciary. | against Justice Ramaswami failed in Parliament

A High Court functioning without a regular First, the total lack of criteria, coupled with the | due to the Congress party’s strategic abstention,
Chief Justice and functioning under an Acting unavoidable collaboration between the Collegium | the judge attempted to resume judicial work,
Chief Justice for a considerably long period — in and the Executive at the Centre under the present | with about nine months of his tenure remaining.
the instant case, for about 11 months - is not a system, makes judicial appointments highly However, then CJI Venkatachaliah refused to
good institutional gesture. The fact that Justice partisan, opaque, and often arbitrary. This allocate any cases to him for hearing, notes
Sharma was earlier transferred to the Patna High mechanism and its processes are incapable of Justice K. Chandru in his book, Who Will Judge the
Court in 2022, and that his request for identifying the cleanest and most meritorious Judges? (2026). Even last year, when partly burnt
repatriation to the Rajasthan High Court was candidates. The issue of corruption in the currency notes were reportedly found in the
rejected by the Collegium in 2023, which instead judiciary, like many other institutional concerns, outhouse of Justice Yashwant Varma at his Delhi
proposed his transfer to the Punjab and Haryana is inseparable from the existing method of residence, then CJI Sanjiv Khanna, quickly
High Court, is also not a commendable selecting candidates for judicial office. A system transferred him to the Allahabad High Court,
antecedent. Justice Mehta, according to reports, of inviting applications, as is prevalent in Canada, | where he was not allocated any judicial work,
is said to have wondered how such a judge came or an independent body for judicial selection, as practically. In the reported decision in XXX vs
to be retransferred to the Rajasthan High Court in in the United Kingdom, remains unthinkable in Union of India (2025), the Supreme Court
2025 and subsequently allowed to function as the India. emphasised the responsibility of the CJI in
Acting Chief Justice, with wide-ranging Second, the lack of an effective mechanism to matters relating to judicial integrity and
administrative and judicial powers. Allegations deal with corruption in the higher judiciary in allegations of corrupt practices.

Of late, there have been two crucial against a High India has had the effect of perpetuating the Justice Sharma allegedly claimed that the CJTis
developments, First, lawyers at the Rajasthan Court judge menace. The Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, is proximate to him. This was a factor that led to
High Court staged a sit-in protest on the High Faise serious inadequate to tackle the issue and has, for all undesirable and avoidable speculations. Given
Court premises, following which Justice Sharma - hO practical purposes, become defunct. The the nature of the allegations and their inmediate
had to opt out from hearing cases. Second, on _quElSE[()I'lS about Supreme Court, in K. Veeraswami vs Union of verifiability, it was imperative that the CJI acted
August 31, the Supreme Court Collegium Judicial India (1991), held that, for registering a First promptly and convincingly, so that further
recommended the appointment of Justice Sanjay accountability Information Report against a judge of the higher damage to the system and the institution could
Agrawal as the new Chief Justice of the Rajasthan in India judiciary, the permission of the CJI is a necessary have been reduced, if not prevented altogether.

07S9. Judicial integrity — a case the Court cannot ignore
TR FAfAsaT — Ush VAT ATHET Y FATATAT AAIIGTS 1T HT vl

Serious allegations against the Acting Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court, Justice
Sanjeev Prakash Sharma, have come to light following reports of letters written by Supreme
Court of India judge Justice Sandeep Mehta to the Chief Justice of India (CJl), in which he
has sought Justice Sharma’s immediate transfer.

TSEAT 35 ~ AR & FrAaTes HET ~ARATeT, ~Arefc Fofta Fehrer AT & favets 31w
3RIT WA 3T g | A IRIT AR & Faied wATerd & wArarder =ara#fkd §ET AgdT GanT
R o HET AL (CJI) T g 1T =t iy RGTE o de; et 30 8, foeted 3egiet wamarefed
QAT & dcehlel TUTATANOT ST AT &I gl

Justice Mehta, who previously served as a judge of the Rajasthan High Court and is regarded
for his uprightness, discipline, and integrity, wrote three such letters on August 2, 10, and 17.

[ AGT, S Tg el AT 3T w a1 o wgTaTeNer & §9 H R T Yo & 3R 391
$ATAGHY, HTATHT TYT FATASST & TIT ST ST €, ¥ O offed I 2, 10 3R 17 3197 Y forg|

The contents of these letters are now partly in the public domain.

o g3l Y TAog-a] 319 RIS & & Gt a7 7 37 g gl
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Letters that raise serious questions

MHR 92 3371 a1l 9
e The letters reportedly refer to complaints about the manner in which Justice Sharma has been
functioning.
Rt & 31TaR, g7 T3 H =gl AAT o R A & e & Feel 7 Yo AR 7 oo
T IR |

e They also highlight alleged instances of victimisation of judges, maladministration, improper
“shifting of cases” to his Bench, and nepotism in appointments to the Permanent Lok Adalat.

goTd wAraTeelt o A Scise, FATHA, 3eish dIS & THET HIH I 3T T F “TUTACTRA”
e LT TR AN JreTera H FgfFaat & ss-erchiairdie & ST AHe S 8 3R fahar arar
gl

e Justice Sharma has allegedly been intimidating some of his colleagues with the threat of
retributive measures, including transfers, based on his claimed proximity to the CJI.

AT T F ARl AT 7 CJI & Y 3HG=A AT fehedl o IR R & HgaIrar
TATATAROT Afgd UiaeieTcA® FRATSAT T eraehT gt STAT B |

e Itis reported that Justice Mehta’s letters refer to specific instances of alleged favouritism
towards a chosen few among the lawyers and the misuse of power in his capacity as the
“master of the roster”.

Rt & TR, Farefc Agar & T= 7 qehieil & dia o Gheler AN & Ficd HIAT qaTard &
fafRIse #mEel 3R AT 3HiE & FeT” & TG 3911 &THT H I & GRUANIT HT Seoid fohdm
IATEI

o Justice Mehta’s last letter reportedly expresses concern over the CJI's alleged inaction,
particularly as Justice Sharma is due to retire on September 26.

Ratet & 317aR, Faraefc Agdm & 3T 9 7 CJI I AT fAfSpgar ) [iarsgsd 1 s g,
Ay & & safav i =araefd AT 26 T w Aarfagd gl arel 8|

e So far, there has been no official denial of the reports concerning the contents of the letters.
379 T, A T favg-aed & Fatid Raleh @1 wig e @sa 76t fharaman g

e Justice Sharma, of course, has publicly denied the accusations as baseless.
gTelTfeh, =ATIHfe AT o ATt feieh T & 7 HRIIT T FRIER T4 g0 @R fhar gl

e A High Court functioning without a regular Chief Justice and functioning under an Acting Chief
Justice for a considerably long period — in the instant case, for about 11 months — is not a
good institutional gesture.

Tl 3ea ~ararers 1 A fAd HEg maraneder & e 3R o §a7a as sriaws geg
FTaTiYer & 37eieT T AT — TTHTST HTHT 3 ST 11 AT deh — HEAWTA goe & 3Faa
feufa a7t g1

e The fact that Justice Sharma was earlier transferred to the Patna High Court in 2022, and that
his request for repatriation to the Rajasthan High Court was rejected by the Collegium in

2023, which instead proposed his transfer to the Punjab and Haryana High Court, is also not
a commendable antecedent.

g A2 3 IS TET g o161 ¢ Toh oAl AT T 2022 H Igol Yol 3= w2 H
FATATAROT foRaT a13m 4T 3R 2023 # TSI 35T AT H 3eTeh! aTadT Y AT T Dol oTda
T TR Y ST AT AT $TF ST IoTd 3R gRATOT 3T =116 7 3eAch TATATAROT T
TEdTa fear

e Justice Mehta, according to reports, is said to have wondered how such a judge came to be
retransferred to the Rajasthan High Court in 2025 and subsequently allowed to function as
the Acting Chief Justice, with wide-ranging administrative and judicial powers.

Raltet & 37aR, =R Agdl o HIAT T ¥ 58 FTcl R T el foham o O =araredier 1
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2025 H [T 3T ATTerd H Ge: F@Irar'rawémgm IR 9 7 3¢ T9F geHAE va
i afFaal & Y FRidgs AT AR & &9 7 S el I HeTATT Ha & TS|

e Of late, there have been two crucial developments.
8ol 81 31, &) Fgeaqor ueasHat gU L

o First, lawyers at the Rajasthan High Court staged a sit-in protest on the High Court premises,
following which Justice Sharma had to opt out from hearing cases.
UgelT, ISTELATST 3T ~ATATAT & Jehlell of 3T AT YRET F €T v o, foaes are
=t AT T A Y GeTdTs F AT AT |

e Second, on August 31, the Supreme Court Collegium recommended the appointment of
Justice Sanjay Agrawal as the new Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court.

GERT, 31 33T I Halled #ATITer e oTH o FARIFHf HoT AT i TASTEATeT 3T
SAATCIY T 71T HEY ~ATATEN Gl I hr FABIRET |

e Accordingly Justice Agrawal is now appointed.

TAeTaR, =TI 3araTel 1 37 g 1 feam = g

Allegations of corruption against sitting judges

Ty FarTeRRIT F favge sreeER & 3R

o Allegations of corruption against sitting judges in India are neither uncommon nor
unprecedented.

HRT A YeTY ATl & fa%es serar & HRIT of o A § 3R 7 & 31379 |
e Yet, certain unique features of the present reports are worth noting.

e oY, actareT Ratet & o faflrse faretwant egrer &1 v g

e Asitting judge of the Supreme Court reportedly alerted the CJI to the conduct of an Acting
Chief Justice of a High Court, supported by verifiable material.

Rallet & 37ER, Falea =IATer & U Yoy AR o fhdl 3od ~ariTerd & Hridigs A&
SITATERN & HTAROT & IR A CJI T Tl J19F TR o A1 Fad |

o Yet, for several weeks, no cogent steps were reportedly initiated by the CJl in this regard.
T3 oY, RaTet o 378N S FedTg deh CJI SaRT S8 T H IS SN H&H A8l 36T 1T

e The CJl reportedly said that the allegations could not be treated as findings and that they
“must be dealt with strictly through the established institutional mechanism”.

Raltet o 3TER, CJI =¥ e T IRt T forsemd e AT ST FeheTT 3R 394 “EATTAT HEIETT
9 & ATETH § T&T & fger S anfge’|

¢ In view of Justice Sharma’s impending retirement, early action by the CJI to Justice Mehta’s
letter could perhaps have averted some of the disturbing events that subsequently followed.

FATIAT AT T 3= JaATfA Y T ST §U, 73t Fga & I7 R CJ| g@RT T el
FRATE ThT ST & HavareT: 1, & B 5 TRATT &l dTell T3 hT STeT ST HebelT T

e Transparency International, in its reports, has underlined the growing trust deficit in the
Indian judiciary.
TEULHT SeT1Ael o 319eT Rutel 7 YR ~araaifereT H ded [aeard & e FI IW@ifehd Tohar
gl

e According to its 2002 report, based on a household survey, the judiciary was identified as the
second-most corrupt institution in certain South Asian countries, including India.

g8 2002 & RUIE & 3TER, ST Teh B HHETOT R MR Y, o1k dfe Fo gfaror vk
CRIT H FIRIITErRT ' GERT T S HEAT HIAT IT AT|
e The report is indeed shocking.

Ig NUIE areda # gl areh g
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Yet, the present situation in India is far more complex and multi-dimensional.
fEh% o, 81X et Feufar el 31 sifeer 3k agamameh &1

There are many fine judges in India’s judiciary whose integrity and public image should not be
tarnished because of aberrations elsewhere, whether on or off the Bench.

HR T =TI 7 311 Sepse =aramehier §, st Tcaferser ik ardaifas ofd e
3R g% 3Rt & HRoT, =18 I fs T g a1 e A ST, YT et fhar oA e

Institutional responsibility, structural issues

The repeated episodes of judicial corruption in India reflect certain fundamental issues
concerning the functioning of its higher judiciary.

HRA H w7 HSCTAR T TR-TR ATHeT 37Ted ATell GTaATU 3HHT ITTAR ~ATIITAHT & HIABIST
g— TS i’)m N N QS . ﬁ . %:I
First, the total lack of criteria, coupled with the unavoidable collaboration between the

Collegium and the Executive at the Centre under the present system, makes judicial
appointments highly partisan, opaque, and often arbitrary.

TG, Tl AT SHAEUT o I TISE HIGIGST T JUT AT oTUT she; H HloTordd HR swRIdTTorehT
o srer 3TARET HeAeT = a1 eh g fFeral st 3rcaferen gararayet, srareeft sk s JaamEr
AT AT B

This mechanism and its processes are incapable of identifying the cleanest and most
meritorious candidates.

g 7 3R ST UTHAT T8 Fao6 U9 HAT0 497 IFAIGARI S TgaTel el H H&TH o1el o
The issue of corruption in the judiciary, like many other institutional concerns, is inseparable
from the existing method of selecting candidates for judicial office.

SIICIhT 7 $SCTR T FHeal, 3+ 3eleh FEUMTT a3t i ojg, =i+ ug & favw
3FHIGART & TIT Y AlSer gguta & 37e19T AGT FohT ST HehelT|

A system of inviting applications, as is prevalent in Canada, or an independent body for
judicial selection, as in the United Kingdom, remains unthinkable in India.

Fel1sT A Fafold g AART FIA Y SqT€ AT AT FoTses fharsa Hi aig =i a3 & fow
ﬁ?@rﬁﬁ?ﬁmﬁmmmﬁmﬂaﬁm?ﬂua?ﬁgé%l

Second, the lack of an effective mechanism to deal with corruption in the higher judiciary in
India has had the effect of perpetuating the menace.

T, AR Y FTUR A aTerenl H S| ¥ fues & fou fonel gemme) = & 3rema 4 56
HATIT I FATT TG T THG 3cTeo] [hdT g

The Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, is inadequate to tackle the issue and has, for all practical
purposes, become defunct.

waraeiier (ST HfAfa#, 1968, 38 Heg & e & fow Jr9ied § 3R amaeRe &I &
fAfSsha g g &
The Supreme Court, in K. Veeraswami vs Union of India (1991), held that, for registering a

First Information Report against a judge of the higher judiciary, the permission of the CJl is a
necessary precondition.

Hafoa =g rerT 7 K. Veeraswami vs Union of India (1991) A # &gl foh 3Taak
FaTaToreRT & fandlr =amameiier & freeyr v o R gof aat & forw Cu1 &Y arepafar
HTERIF I A ¢

As lawyer Prashant Bhushan rightly observed, “the police does not dare approach the Chief
Justice for permission to investigate, unless they already have clinching evidence, which they
cannot get, unless they investigate” (“Judicial Accountability or lllusion?”, Economic and
Political Weekly, November 25, 2006).
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ST TR JTTArGeRdT GRIT 90T & 3T &7 & g, “gferd Sirar &1 3efAfd & fore e wararefier &
9T SITeY T T TgT I, ST deh foh 3% U1 Ugol I fAviTaes @y  gf, [Seg ag ofia fohe
T uTed FAET T el (“Judicial Accountability or Illlusion?”, Economic and Palitical

Weekly, 25 sTdsR, 2006)|

e Although the United Progressive Alliance government facilitated the passage of the Judicial
Standards and Accountability Bill in the Lok Sabha in 2012, the Bill lapsed with the dissolution
of the 15th Lok Sabha in 2014.

e AT FIF FTferelel TS FIFR 1 2012 H AhET A =TIk Hiefeh R STaracer fadgeh
g e H FERIAT FiT, aAfehat 2014 7 1587 g & fages & Iy I8 9T 9dATT @Y
|

e The subsequent legislative effort to revive the Bill, with some changes, also remained a non-
starter.

STE, & $© URdclA & 1Y T8aeh Sl Gofofifad siet r faemdt yar of 3mt 71t 5 Fenr|

e The impeachment of erring judges, as suggested by Articles 124(4) and 217(1)(b) of the
Constitution, has proved to be a failure.

T & 3eTee 124(4) AR 217(1)(b) # FSAT 21w aret sramefelt & werfaatar & ufsar
w5 &l

o Likewise, the in-house mechanism adopted by the Supreme Court in 1999 has not proved to
be fault-free or even effective.

S8l 9o, 1999 F Halfered Ao SR 31T a1 ATl o= off o o Fhexfga s v
EEICINECCEIE

Earlier crises, different responses

e But these considerations could not have been reasons for the CJI not to act promptly upon
the concerns allegedly expressed by Justice Mehta.

Aferet 3 aRTEITAAT CII & forT =l AEdT GarT AT T & <eFd KA1 R achred FES
o e T HROT AT g1 Tebell AT

e On the contrary, the lack of a permanent systemic solution to the issues raised should have
been an additional reason for the CJI to take remedial measures expeditiously and diligently,
and to do whatever was possible within his authority.

38 Ao, 35TT 9T Hegh & fAv Rl TR sTaEATRIT FATUTT & 3r81d 1 CJI & forw efrerar
3R TR & GURTHS 3T el TAT 9 DR &1 7 Sl o T AT, 38 F:A I
3TATSFT HROT gI=AT AR T 2AT|

e The situation called for judicial statesmanship.
Ut & sl qrafiar it Terehrr whrer 1 3maegehar A

e In 1990, when an inquiry was underway against Justice V. Ramaswami for alleged
misconduct, he was advised by then CJI Sabyasachi Mukharji, to take leave and keep away
from judicial work.

1990 &, ST« =l &Y. THAREATHT o [aeeer AT Herar i S Tel WY A, T cdeehlenal CJI
eI AW A 37¢ et oot AR w1 F1E § qT @ 1 ol & AT

e Thereafter, when the impeachment motion against Justice Ramaswami failed in Parliament
due to the Congress party’s strategic abstention, the judge attempted to resume judicial work,
with about nine months of his tenure remaining.

S8 dTE;, ST HIUH U1t o I0TeAlTcTeh HAGTH & Tl TEot o hRUT AT H el TATEITHT o fagees
ABITRAANT TEdTT TGS F [Thel 81 31T, a7 ~Iramefier o 379s) ShRianTel & oTaT9T Al Aglet AV B
T HTE GoT: Y& FaA T TA FohaT|
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R oo

¢ However, then CJI Venkatachaliah refused to allocate any cases to him for hearing, notes
Justice K. Chandru in his book, Who Will Judge the Judges? (2026).

gTellfeh, cTeehTollel CJI deheeloldT o 3¢ FoTaTs o ToIT hiS HIHT JTaTed el & FoThR T 1T,
SHAT foh = #fel &, =g & 39+l & Who Will Judge the Judges? (2026) #H 3eold fhaT ¥

e Even last year, when partly burnt currency notes were reportedly found in the outhouse of
Justice Yashwant Varma at his Delhi residence, then CJI Sanjiv Khanna, quickly transferred
him to the Allahabad High Court, where he was not allocated any judicial work, practically.

oel a¥ off, S =i Terdd ael & feeel FFud 3marT & sTedl $1a= 7 HAd &9 & 3w
w#aﬁgcgmmwm,aaa?ﬂmﬂcmmﬁawﬁﬁ%ﬁwﬁwﬁﬁ
FARATST H TATATTRA R [G2T, STET SATagIRe ®9  3o¢ HIs «A11Ah I ATdafed oTgl fohar
I

e In the reported decision in XXX vs Union of India (2025), the Supreme Court emphasised the
responsibility of the CJI in matters relating to judicial integrity and allegations of corrupt
practices.

XXX vs Union of India (2025) & Ri¢ foru 31T fooT & gafea =amamerd o ~a1fds acafasar
3R arse ITEROT & IR A FIRAT AT F CJI A HFEASRY 9T gor fe|

e Justice Sharma allegedly claimed that the CJI is proximate to him.
=g AHT ¥ HIAT &7 A e & & CJ1 3ot faswery €1
e This was a factor that led to undesirable and avoidable speculations.
g U T RS T, [t 3rais=i1a 3R erelt ST @ehat arelt 3reshal &1 oo d 64T

e Given the nature of the allegations and their immediate verifiability, it was imperative that the
CJI acted promptly and convincingly, so that further damage to the system and the institution
could have been reduced, if not prevented altogether.

3RIGT T THT 3R 3T TeehTel FeATIA-ATIET I ST U, Tg 3T AT 3 CJI 2ferar iR
THTERITCN &1 & SRATS I, Alfeh cFaUT A TEUT 1 ot aTell 31T3Y h1 &3l bl G g bt o
ST Hebh il A A A HH FHAT ST HFelT|

GS Paper Il: International Relations 07 September 2026
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India, China hold military talks in Arunachal

The meeting comes ahead of the BRICS Summit,
which Chinese President Xi is expected to attend

saura PR

NEW DELHI

mid concerns over
conflicting territo-
rial claims and mili-

tary build-up along the
Line of Actual Control
(LAC), the Indian and Chi-
nese Armies held their first
Corps Commander-level
meeting in the Eastern Sec-
tor on Sunday, marking a
significant expansion of
the military dialogue me-
chanism beyond the La-
dakh sector.

The meeting was held at
the Vacha-Damai Border
Personnel Meeting Point in
Arunachal Pradesh amid
reports of tension in the
Taksing area of Upper Sub-
ansiri district.

According to Defence
Ministry sources, Lieute-
nant-General Girish Kalia,
Commander of the 3 Corps
(Spear Corps), led a 12-
member delegation that in-
cluded an Inspector-Gen-
eral of the Indo-Tibetan

Arunachal Pradesh. FILE PHOTO

Border Police.

The 3 Corps, headquar-
tered at Rangapahar in Na-
galand, is responsible for
operational areas along the
LAC in Arunachal Pradesh.
The Indian Army has two
Corps formations responsi-
ble for the frontier in the
State — the Tezpur-based 4
Corps and the Rangapahar-
based 3 Corps.

The talks are significant

Dialogue route: The meeting was held at the Vacha-Damai Border Personnel Meeting Point in

as Corps Commander-level
meetings between the two
Armies have largely been
held at the Chushul-Moldo
Border Meeting Point in
eastern Ladakh, particular-
ly after the June 2020 Gal-
wan Valley clashes.

The meeting comes
days before India hosts the
BRICS Summit in New Del-
hi from September 11 to 13,
which Chinese President

Talks are being held amid alleged incursions by
the Chinese and a military build-up at the LAC

Xi Jinping is expected to
attend.

The latest meeting
comes amid reports of con-
tinued Chinese activity and
alleged incursions in the
Taksing area, despite two
high-level ~ engagements
since July.

Until now, the Corps
Commander-level mechan-
ism had primarily been
used to address military is-

‘UN map’ must
reflect Indian
position: govt.

NEW DELHI

India on Sunday said a United
Nations-initiated proposed
world map must depict the
Union Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh in
accordance with the country’s
official map, and any
“inaccurate” or “misleading”
representation will be
unacceptable. » PAGE 6

sues and tensions along
the western sector of the
India-China border in La-
dakh.

The mechanism be-
came particularly impor-
tant following the Galwan
clashes, in which both
sides suffered casualties.

Since then, India and
China have continued to
use military and diplomat-
ic channels to manage dif-

07S9. India, China hold military talks in Arunachal

R, DT oF 3ruTTaer A VAT arar

ferences and maintain sta-
bility along the LAC.

On August 6, the two
countries held the 36th
meeting of the Working
Mechanism for Consulta-
tion and Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs.
This was followed by the
25th round of talks bet-
ween the Special Repre-
sentatives (SR) on the
Boundary Question in Beij-
ing on August 26.

National Security Advis-
er Ajit Doval represented
India, while the Chinese
delegation was led by
Wang Yi, Member of the
Political Bureau of the
Communist Party of China
Central Committee and Di-
rector of the Office of the
Central Commission for
Foreign Affairs.

Eight-point document

The two sides signed an
eight-point outcome docu-
ment following the SR-level
talks. The agreement in-
cluded a decision to esta-

Lieutenant-General Kalia, chief of 3 Corps, led
12-member delegation that included the ITBP

blish two additional Bor-
der Personnel Meeting
Points and new hotlines to
strengthen communica-
tion and confidence-build-
ing mechanisms along the
frontier.

According to sources,
one of the newly proposed
meeting points will be in
the Eastern Sector under
the operational responsi-
bility of the 3 Corps, while
another will be in the Cen-
tral Sector.

The sources clarified
that Joshimath is not
among the newly identi-
fied meeting points.

Meanwhile, the Indian
Army has been closely re-
viewing its operational pre-
paredness along the fron-
tier. Recently, Army Chief
General Dhiraj Seth visited
the headquarters of the 3
Corps, where formation
commanders briefed him
about operational readi-
ness and measures being
undertaken to strengthen
combat capabilities.

e Amid concerns over conflicting territorial claims and military build-up along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), the Indian and Chinese Armies held their first Corps Commander-level
meeting in the Eastern Sector on Sunday, marking a significant expansion of the military
dialogue mechanism beyond the Ladakh sector.

rEafae fAa=or [@r (LAC) & along WX IR faviedt & grat iR A= STAras &l ofa
RT3t & v, AR 3R el A3t & TAaR s gl VereT 7 el ggel R FAST-ETOT
o &, S e W A 3T Ve FaAIG o F o AgeaquT FaedR 1 a2l g

e The meeting was held at the Vacha-Damai Border Personnel Meeting Point in Arunachal

Pradesh amid reports of tension in the Taksing area of Upper Subansiri district.

Ig ASh IOl TG 2T o ATaT-STATS WAt Fifdter Sow foig o Sl Gaaafandy forel & aferder &1
H JI1d T GERI F &g AT Hr TS|

According to Defence Ministry sources, Lieutenant-General Girish Kalia, Commander of the 3

Corps (Spear Corps), led a 12-member delegation that included an Inspector-General of the
Indo-Tibetan Border Palice.

& HATEIT & AT & TR, 3 HR (FIRR FR) F FATST Afteate-seer FArRer wifear =1 12
T gfafAfease T Adcd fohar, fSes saRd-fdsad @A gfod & v Fgrfadiaten o enfaer
O

The 3 Corps, headquartered at Rangapahar in Nagaland, is responsible for operational areas
along the LAC in Arunachal Pradesh.

ARTS & TR H HEATeT Tell 3 FH U Fo2T H LAC & along TR=Telet &¥at & forw
e 1

The Indian Army has two Corps formations responsible for the frontier in the State — the
Tezpur-based 4 Corps and the Rangapahar-based 3 Corps.

HRCAT HelT & ITH AT & AT T TTFAGRY FaTelel arell &7 FR FIAATE & — oTqX U 4 FR
3R TR RYUd 3 #R|
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The talks are significant as Corps Commander-level meetings between the two Armies have
largely been held at the Chushul-Moldo Border Meeting Point in eastern Ladakh, particularly
after the June 2020 Galwan Valley clashes.

Ig ATl Hgea ol &, Fifeh It Y13t & el R FATS-FANT 6% HTId: Tdi cleard &
YRIT-AIe3T AT §5 Toig TR AT T ST T &, TARATH ST 2020 T ATt ©1ET ST o6

dicl

The meeting comes days before India hosts the BRICS Summit in New Delhi from September
11 to 13, which Chinese President Xi Jinping is expected to attend.

TE doh U THY A 3 § ST HRA 11 & 13 Rt o #1% feeh 7 BRICS Raw @@ dee &
AT et aTell &, foras el Iseufar o foaier & s1mer ot $r 354iie B

The latest meeting comes amid reports of continued Chinese activity and alleged incursions
in the Taksing area, despite two high-level engagements since July.

SIS A 37d Teh g% & STT-Ea T3 & STasye, dferaar &7 & smaR =af arfafafeat 3k
mﬁgﬂﬂ?aﬁr@aﬁ%mwmm?%l

Until now, the Corps Commander-level mechanism had primarily been used to address
military issues and tensions along the western sector of the India-China border in Ladakh.

319 TR, PR FATS-FANT TF H HTT 9 A g H HRA-ef QAT & iR dee 7 dea
Hegl 3R el T HelfereT et & T SUGNaT o STTell 7T ¢ |

The mechanism became patrticularly important following the Galwan clashes, in which both
sides suffered casualties.

el STSYT o dTe; Ig o TaIY &9 & Hgea ol g1 anaT, ﬁﬂﬁaﬁqﬁﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁgé o
Since then, India and China have continued to use military and diplomatic channels to
manage differences and maintain stability along the LAC.

9 @, AR 3R AT o LAC IR ATHST ol gl atet 3R FoeRar aame 1@ & forw deg 31k
FreaTforeh ATEHAT T ST ST @ 8

On August 6, the two countries held the 36th meeting of the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs.

6 37ITET T Sl &20T oF R - HAT AT 9T G 3 FHeaT & foav wrf a7 $r 3647 Soh
IS F

This was followed by the 25th round of talks between the Special Representatives (SR) on
the Boundary Question in Beijing on August 26.

SEh STe; 26 3HaTed 1 shfsrer F ey wfafaftral (SR) & drer dvam yeer o1 259 2R A arc gs |

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval represented India, while the Chinese delegation was led
by Wang Yi, Member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central
Committee and Director of the Office of the Central Commission for Foreign Affairs.

TSET G FATGHR Al ST o $R T FfafA eI fohar, Srafer el wfafaftase @
Adea aier A F T, St e swrgfaee arél i Hrar afAfa & Teehfos sg & Feeg i
facer ATHel & oI el 3mAT & ST & fAges g

Eight-point document

ITS-IENT EFdES

The two sides signed an eight-point outcome document following the SR-level talks.
SR-EI aTclT & d1¢ aleit Tail o HTS-JART TROMH gFarasr W &R v

The agreement included a decision to establish two additional Border Personnel Meeting
Points and new hotlines to strengthen communication and confidence-building mechanisms
along the frontier.

TS 7 AT R FER 3R Rreara-faor a7 &1 Aoga aa & fow & sfaRea @ sifdes
Soeh fiig 3N 718 glcase TN et T fAoTa enfdrer |
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e According to sources, one of the newly proposed meeting points will be in the Eastern Sector
under the operational responsibility of the 3 Corps, while another will be in the Central Sector.

AT & TAR, AT AT dooh S 7 & ven gt FFeT & 3 HR 1 aR=relt ey &
37T 1o, STk qERT AL WeFe H g

e The sources clarified that Joshimath is not among the newly identified meeting points.
AT o T fha o efiers 7T ggere 1T Sodh feigait & i 781 81

o Meanwhile, the Indian Army has been closely reviewing its operational preparedness along
the frontier.

3T &, R AT WAT I 3191 IRETere iy o ST & TEeT X W &

o Recently, Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth visited the headquarters of the 3 Corps, where
formation commanders briefed him about operational readiness and measures being
undertaken to strengthen combat capabilities.

BTeT €1 3, QAT GHE STelel eRST ¥S 1 3 R o HTATeT T &R R, ST6T Bl HASY o 3¢
AR e’ AR Jeus T3 Y Aot FI & fav fre 37 @ 3urat & ar 7 Sieriy 2

UN-backed map must
reflect Indian position
on J&K, Ladakh: govt.

Press Trust of India
~ NEW DELHI

India on Sunday said a Un-
ited Nations-initiated pro-
posed world map must
depict the Union Territo-
ries of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh in accordance
with the country’s official
map, and any “inaccurate”
or “misleading” represen-
tation will be
unacceptable.

New Delhi’s assertion
came two days after it vot-
ed in favour of a UN Gener-
al Assembly resolution
aimed at correcting the
world map to promote a
more accurate representa-
tion of continental land-
masses. The resolution tit-
led “Correct the Map:
Rebalancing Global Carto-
graphic  Representation
and Promoting Equitable
Representation of the
World’s Regions, Particu-
larly Africa” was adopted
on Friday.

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jais-
wal said India highlighted
that the resolution does
not constitute endorse-
ment of any specific map,
projection or depiction of
national boundaries.

“India’s sovereign terri-
tory, including the Union
Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, must
be depicted in accordance
with India’s official map.
Any inaccurate or mislead-
ing depiction is unaccepta-
ble,” he said.

“Our position on India’s
sovereignty and territorial
integrity is clear, consis-
tent and non-negotiable,”
he noted.

Mr. Jaiswal further said:
“The resolution neither
adopts nor authenticates
any particular world map,
nor does it address politi-
cal cartography, including
international boundaries,
disputed territories or
place name”.

07S9. UN-backed map must reflect Indian
position on J&K, Ladakh: govt

TIF g FATAT A= 7 so-weAR, degre
W AR & TG &) ATIT T IR T; FFR

e India on Sunday said a United Nations-initiated
proposed world map must depict the Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh in accordance with the
country’s official map, and any “inaccurate” or “misleading”
representation will be unacceptable.

HRA =1 AR T gl o TFF Tsg @R P& fHe 1w
yEafad faea AafT & SR 3R deg & sa
QAT Tl T 2T & SRR AT o 37eTwT g
STITT TRT 3T IS 8ff “aTeler” AT “HIHSE " Tt Thd Tgr
graf|

e The resolution titled “Correct the Map: Rebalancing
Global Cartographic Representation and Promoting
Equitable Representation of the World’s Regions,
Particularly Africa” was adopted on Friday.
“Correct the Map: Rebalancing Global Cartographic

Representation and Promoting Equitable
Representation of the World’s Regions, Particularly

Africa” NSk el SEd1T YR T IT9TRIT AT
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As yoga and Ayurveda become part of India’s global

health diplomacy,

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

Yoga and Ayurveda have
moved beyond their tradi-
tional wellness identity
and are increasingly be-
coming part of India’s glo-
bal health and diplomatic
strategy, with the Centre
seeking to expand their
footprint through medical
tourism, international edu-
cation, practitioner mobili-
ty and trade agreements.
The shift is particularly
evident in India’s recent
trade diplomacy. The In-
dia-Oman Comprehensive
Economic  Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), opera-
tionalised in June 2026,
and the India-New Zealand
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) contain dedicated
provisions on health-relat-
ed services and traditional
medicine. These include
measures to ease licensing,
develop standards and fa-
cilitate the mobility of Ay-

urveda, Yoga and Naturo-
pathy, Unani, Siddha,
Sowa-Rigpa, and Homeo-
pathy (AYUSH) practition-
ers and instructors.

New opportunity

The India-European Union
FTA, signed in January
2026, goes further, allow-
ing AYUSH practitioners to
use their Indian qualifica-
tions in EU countries
where no regulatory fra-
mework exists and provid-
ing for AYUSH wellness
centres and clinics.

The agreements repre-
sent an attempt to trans-
form AYUSH from being a
cultural export to a formal-
ised health and services
opportunity.

The India-Oman CEPA
contains what the govern-
ment describes as its first
comprehensive commit-
ment on traditional medi-
cine across all modes of
supply, while the India-
New Zealand FTA has a
dedicated “health and tra-

The Centre issued 1,646 AYUSH visas to nationals from 75 countries

between January 2024 and February 2025.

ditional medicine” annex
covering AYUSH practices.
The New Zealand agree-
ment also provides struc-
tured mobility pathways,
including a dedicated visa
quota for AYUSH practi-
tioners. The government
said the agreement would
institutionalise coopera-
tion in education, training,
standards  development
and wellness services.
However, the diplomat-

ic push also raises ques-
tions about how far formal
recognition and market ac-
cess will translate into ac-
tual international demand.

Experts point to the
need for credible stan-
dards, evidence, regula-
tion, practitioner quality
and patient safety if AYUSH
is to establish itself in in-
creasingly regulated global
healthcare markets.

Senior officials in the Mi-

nistry of AYUSH said the
AYUSH visa, overseas
training and exchange pro-
grammes were also help-
ing expand the sector.
“Foreign medical arriv-
als rose from 1.83 lakh in
2020 to 6.44 lakh in 2024,
as per our data. Bangla-
desh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, the
United Arab Emirates, the
United States, Germany,
Russia, Malaysia, Mauritius
and Saudi Arabia are
among the important mar-
kets for AYUSH and Ayur-
veda treatment. The go-
vernment does not publish
a current consolidated
country-wise ranking of
AYUSH patients,” he said.

Absence of data
However, the figure of 6.44
lakh refers to overall fo-
reign medical arrivals and
not specifically AYUSH pa-
tients. The absence of con-
solidated data makes it dif-
ficult to assess AYUSH’s
actual share of India’s med-
ical-value-travel market.

experts press for credible standards

The AYUSH visa, intro-
duced in 2023, is another
component of the strategy.
Between January 2023 and
December 2025, a total of
3,375 foreign nationals tra-
velled to India on AYUSH
visas or e-AYUSH visas,
while another 579 travelled
on AYUSH attendant visas
or e-AYUSH attendant vi-

sas.

Earlier, the Ministry had
reported that 1,646 AYUSH
visas had been issued to
nationals of 75 countries
between January 2024 and
February 2025.

Education is also emerg-
ing as another channel of
influence. Under the AY-
USH Fellowship Scheme,
260 students from 32 coun-
tries were studying AYUSH
in Indian institutions.

The Ministry’s interna-
tional cooperation pro-
grammes also support
training, seminars, confe-
rences and knowledge ex-
change, including yoga
and education overseas.

07S9. As yoga and Ayurveda become part of India’s global health diplomacy,
experts press for credible standards

e X 3T AR A ARTH FAELT FeAfa F T I @ F, Ferve feawsy
ATH T AL @ &

e Yoga and Ayurveda have moved beyond their traditional wellness identity and are
increasingly becoming part of India’s global health and diplomatic strategy, with the Centre
seeking to expand their footprint through medical tourism, international education, practitioner
mobility and trade agreements.

AT R I 3N IRUR e FAELT Td HedroT Hatll ggele & 3T &6 o ¢ AR ol & #RT
1 3RTF FaRA v Fedfas T o1 T 5 ) €, Stafeh dhe aenr Rfhear ade,

AR e, Fafercgent i arfaeiierar 3R IR gasiiat & Aareas § s farar &1 9
X ETB

e The shift is particularly evident in India’s recent trade diplomacy.

IF TEAT AR $H g1 AR Fesifar 7 ey 79 F Foee @ &ar gl

e The India-Oman Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA),

operationalised in June 2026, and the India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
contain dedicated provisions on health-related services and traditional medicine.

HRT-3NATT AT9F HAF seferdy Fagila (CEPA), 5@ Sfe1 2026 # w9 fonam I, 3R sRa-
“geitels FAFd SR FAFIA (FTA) H Taeeg-Heell Jansit 3R araRe fafhear & deer
faferse graermeT anfde &

e These include measures to ease licensing, develop standards and facilitate the mobility of
Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa, and Homeopathy (AYUSH)
practitioners and instructors.

ST TSI T GITH ToiTel, AleTeh TAHTAT FIA TUT YA, AT v rp v Rfweam, g,

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Pagezo



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

gy, war-Rear si @it (AYUSH) & Rafehcasnt va giRrersn & arfaeiierar S glaersien
FeATet o 39T A B

New opportunity
o7 AT

e The India-European Union FTA, signed in January 2026, goes further, allowing AYUSH
practitioners to use their Indian qualifications in EU countries where no regulatory framework
exists and providing for AYUSH wellness centres and clinics.

STeTaRT 2026 F FEATETNT HR-JUHT T FTA S 877 317 ST &, Fifes g 37 EU geff 3
STel IS foramsens giem Hie 781 §, AYUSH farfercaent @t araeit stRelar atearaait &1 suaier w3
Y 3TATCT ST & TUT AYUSH doleid hel 3T Fellfeiehl o folT qrarentet shicim g |

e The agreements represent an attempt to transform AYUSH from being a cultural export to a
formalised health and services opportunity.

T FHAgT AYUSH ot dhael WRp foreh fordTer & ven Jiioemies Tareed v dar 3/ae # gRafcld
YT T ST G £

e The India-Oman CEPA contains what the government describes as its first comprehensive
commitment on traditional medicine across all modes of supply, while the India-New Zealand
FTA has a dedicated “health and traditional medicine” annex covering AYUSH practices.

HR-3NATT CEPA H SRR o 38R, Tl 3mqfet st & yrafie RfSear & deer 7 3w
TE e AT FTATeicll FTatileT AMA g, STafeh RT-7gsilels FTA # AYUSH detrfaat @t
MH FYe aTell Teh FATI “Fareed 3R araRs Rfscar aRkfdse 81

e The New Zealand agreement also provides structured mobility pathways, including a
dedicated visa quota for AYUSH practitioners.

=gaitels AT AYUSH Rrfcast & fare ve wafta e et afea axferd arfareerar At st
et FAT &

e The government said the agreement would institutionalise cooperation in education, training,
standards development and wellness services.

WHR 7 el o Tg FASAT Rretr, wRiator, A e 3R doaw dart F§ ggater # dgeama
Y YT |

o However, the diplomatic push also raises questions about how far formal recognition and
market access will translate into actual international demand.

gTellfoh, JE Feoil e T T T 3 31T & fob Horanmieh Alearelt AR STeIR o 9gd e
HARTSET ART F o T as aRafda gref
e Experts point to the need for credible standards, evidence, regulation, practitioner quality and

patient safety if AYUSH is to establish itself in increasingly regulated global healthcare
markets.

AT T Pl & Toh TfE AYUSH T doit & fafaafaa g 18 3w wareea dar aeiRt 7 379+
e wenfia et B, o Rreaweiir s, dafas veor, fafaase, Rffcast @ goraer sk
Y & 1 ITaRT R |

e Senior officials in the Ministry of AYUSH said the AYUSH visa, overseas training and
exchange programmes were also helping expand the sector.

I HATET & IS HTARRET o1 gl T AYUSH diat, faceit & wiRretor 3iR fafesg srisa
Y 3T &7 o TATaR H TgIaT R W} B

o “Foreign medical arrivals rose from 1.83 lakh in 2020 to 6.44 lakh in 2024, as per our data.

“GAR ilehst o 1TaR, Faeeh Rrferear anfit & dear 2020 # 1.83 g & doah 2024 7 6.44
A 8 TS|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 1



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, the United Arab Emirates, the United States, Germany,
Russia, Malaysia, Mauritius and Saudi Arabia are among the important markets for AYUSH
and Ayurveda treatment.

3R w3 3RT AYUSH 3R 3gde 37aR & fov Ageaqol STeiri # amfaver &

e The government does not publish a current consolidated country-wise ranking of AYUSH
patients,” he said.

3ogiel hgl, “BIHR AYUSH QT i adaATeT TATFT 32ar I 9am1fad «7a) ey &1”

Absence of data
TR T 33T

e However, the figure of 6.44 lakh refers to overall foreign medical arrivals and not specifically
AYUSH patients.

gTellioh, 6.44 ATE T 3iTehsT I faceht Rifrcar it & aefia §, 77 fo6 fady &7 & AYUSH
AT @l

e The absence of consolidated data makes it difficult to assess AYUSH'’s actual share of India’s
medical-value-travel market.

TAfwa siawst & Irea # 3R & RITHCAT-Hed-IMT SR F AYUSH i arediaeh iREdery &1
3TTeheleT TlaAT hideT &l AT g1

e The AYUSH visa, introduced in 2023, is another component of the strategy.
AYUSH g, TSt 2023 # 9[& foram 1T T, 39 I0T=iifd 1 Ueh 31 aeeh &

e Between January 2023 and December 2025, a total of 3,375 foreign nationals travelled to
India on AYUSH visas or e-AYUSH visas, while another 579 travelled on AYUSH attendant
visas or e-AYUSH attendant visas.

SeTady 2023 3R fegsR 2025 %aﬁaswr 3,375 fagely AT AYUSH JIaTT a1 e-AYUSH ST I

R 3TV, TP 37T 579 ART AYUSH 3123€ ST T e-AYUSH 38T e o) 3mT|

e Earlier, the Ministry had reported that 1,646 AYUSH visas had been issued to nationals of 75
countries between January 2024 and February 2025.

SO Ugo!, HATT of SdTT AT fh STeAasy 2024 3R wadr 2025 & & 75 32t & AR #r
1,646 AYUSH &5 STy fahw are

e Education is also emerging as another channel of influence.
fRY&T ot woTTa & U 3T ATETH S T H NI 8

e Under the AYUSH Fellowship Scheme, 260 students from 32 countries were studying AYUSH
in Indian institutions.

AYUSH %elfIg 31t & ded 32 &2t & 260 gzt s §8am=t 7 AYUSH &1 31803+ X
©

e The Ministry’s international cooperation programmes also support training, seminars,
conferences and knowledge exchange, including yoga and education overseas.

HATT & HAWTSET FEAT FTAHA TFAGT0T, AFAAR, TFAAT 31X Ao o JTaTA-TeTeT T o
THIA X &, ForgeT faget & =y 31 Rie & gefa sifafafeat anfaer €
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Harnessing BRICS POWER’ to empower the world

in New Delhi on September 12-13, 2026.

China extends full support to India for its
BRICS presidency, stands ready to work with all
BRICS members and partners to jointly draw a
blueprint for the high-quality development of a
greater BRICS, and leverage BRICS POWER to
empower the world. I would like to share my
personal views on the greater BRICS cooperation,

T he 18th BRICS Summit is about to be held

with the help of the five letters of the word Power.

The first is P for Principle. The world is now
undergoing accelerated transformation unseen in
a century, and witnessing a trend toward
deepening multipolarity, economic globalisation,
and the collective rise of the Global South. In the
meantime, hegemonism and power politics are
becoming increasingly rampant. Lingering
geopolitical conflicts trigger a succession of crises
and challenges.

As an important force for world peace and
development, BRICS must resolutely uphold the
purposes and principles of the United Nations
Charter, and safeguard the basic norms of
international relations, including sovereign
equality, non-interference in internal affairs and
peaceful settlement of disputes, and prevent the
world from sliding back into the law of the jungle
where the strong prey on the weak.

Upholding international principles
Chinese President Xi Jinping put forward the
vision of building a community with a shared
future for humanity and four global initiatives,
including the Global Security Initiative and the
Global Governance Initiative, which provided
China’s solutions on addressing common human
challenges and building a better world together.

The second is O for Openness. The world
economy is currently facing a sluggish recovery,
coupled with the spread of protectionism.
Certain countries have undermined the
international economic and trade order by
erecting tariff barriers, seeking decoupling and
disrupting supply chains.

1t should be recognised that economic
globalisation is an inevitable trend of history.
BRICS should uphold the multilateral trading
system with the World Trade Organization (WTO)

Jﬂ
o
Xu Feihong
The Chinese
Ambassador to India

The five
commitments
for
strengthening
BRICS
cooperation and
empowering the
Global South to
build a more
peaceful, open,
and prosperous
world

at its core, safeguard the basic principles of the
WTO such as the most-favoured-nation
treatment, and resist all forms of protectionism.
We should join hands to deepen cooperation in
energy and mineral resources, infrastructure,
and industrial and supply chains to maintain an
open global economic landscape.

China stays committed to building an open
global economy, so as to share opportunities in
openness, and achieve common development.

The third is W for Win-Win. BRICS should
adhere to the Spirit of Openness, Inclusiveness
and Win-Win cooperation. We should continue
putting development at the centre of the BRICS
agenda, accelerate the implementation of the UN
Sustainable Development Goals, strengthen
dialogue and build consensus on launching the
formulation of the post-2030 global development
agenda, and ensure that Global South countries
participate in international cooperation as equals
and share the fruits of development.

Economic and financial cooperation

We should pursue mutual benefit and win-win
results to further consolidate economic
cooperation. It is necessary to strengthen greater
BRICS coordination on macroeconomic policies
and adopt more trade and investment facilitation
measures. We should push forward local
currency and cross-border payment cooperation
and improve the financial safety net, so as to
enhance the ability to ward off external risks. In
the face of global energy and food security
challenges, we should build a more resilient and
sustainable agriculture and food system.

The fourth is E for Engine. BRICS countries
account for nearly half of the world’s population,
around 30% of global economic output, and
one-fifth of global trade. We are also home to
major natural resources, key manufacturers and
vast markets. According to international agencies
such as the International Monetary Fund, greater
BRICS growth will be nearly three times faster
than the G-7 by 2028, further highlighting its role
as an engine of world economic growth.

We should leverage our respective advantages,
deepen practical cooperation in fields such as
business, finance, science and technology,

forging more cooperation in the digital economy,
smart manufacturing, and new industrialisation.
We should actively promote the integration of
artificial intelligence (AI) with sectors including
science and technology, health, agriculture and
education, thereby injecting fresh impetus into
world economic growth. China has established
the China-BRICS Al Development and
Cooperation Center and the China-BRICS New
Quality Productive Forces Research Center, and
welcomes active participation of all parties.

The fifth is R for Responsibility. BRICS
countries are the main force in safeguarding
fairness and justice and the backbone of
promoting unity and cooperation. We must
shoulder the responsibility of maintaining world
peace and development. Over this year and the
next, India and China will take on the BRICS
rotating presidency in succession. Maintaining
sound coordination between our two countries is
conducive to the steady and sustained progress of
greater BRICS’ cooperation, and will better
safeguard the common interests of developing
countries.

China-India ties

Since the beginning of this year, under the
strategic guidance of the two leaders, President
Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
China-India relations have maintained a
momentum of improvement and development.
The two sides strengthened dialogues at all levels
and promoted exchanges and cooperation in
various fields to achieve positive results. Five
direct flight routes between the Chinese
mainland and India have been resumed. After a
six-year suspension, border trade has been
reopened.

China looks forward to working with India to
translate the important consensus reached by the
two leaders into concrete actions, being
good-neighbourly friends and partners that help
each other, and pushing China-India relations to
move forward in a sustained, healthy, and stable
manner. May the 18th BRICS Summit in New
Delhi be a great success. We welcome you all to
China next year to continue empowering the
world with BRICS POWER.

07S9. Harnessing BRICS ‘POWER’ to empower the world
faeT & waerd 941 & fAT BRICS &Y ‘POWER’ &T 39319T

e The 18th BRICS Summit is about to be held in New Delhi on September 12-13, 2026.
18aT BRICS @y §Faea 12-13 fAdsR, 2026 FI 713 el 7 3N 8l arer &

e China extends full support to India for its BRICS presidency, stands ready to work with all
BRICS members and partners to jointly draw a blueprint for the high-quality development of a
greater BRICS, and leverage BRICS POWER to empower the world.

ieT, IR & BRICS 3HE&T 9& T 0T FHI FcT ¢ 3N Fel BRICS HeHdT U AIFIERT & &Y
ATt Teh T BRICS & 3Td-I[0TaT dTel TAehie T FURET TR et AT faRd &l Hererd
a1 & fAT BRICS POWER &1 391 &Yl 8] IR g

e | would like to share my personal views on the greater BRICS cooperation, with the help of
the five letters of the word Power.

#H Power 2Ueg, & UTd 378 T TETIAT A SIS BRICS TEINT & T # 37967 eI TFcITd [aaR
IS AT ATET €|

e Thefirstis P for Principle.
IgelT 316X P 374Td Principle (Rigere) &1

e The world is now undergoing accelerated transformation unseen in a century, and witnessing

a trend toward deepening multipolarity, economic globalisation, and the collective rise of the
Global South.

farea aciamter 3 weh WY o7 W 1T e uRaciat & &R & o T8 & 3R agydaar & aewa,
3T edfiTIor auT AT WY F AR 35T 1 Ygf @ TR

¢ In the meantime, hegemonism and power politics are becoming increasingly rampant.

g 917, aoEaar 3R afFd-TerEfa doi & ged ST W
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e Lingering geopolitical conflicts trigger a succession of crises and challenges.
IS FHY W Tl 3T T ST ferdh FEd oRITAR Fehel AR Foilferat ot a1 & ¢ €

e As an important force for world peace and development, BRICS must resolutely uphold the
purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, and safeguard the basic norms of
international relations, including sovereign equality, non-interference in internal affairs and
peaceful settlement of disputes, and prevent the world from sliding back into the law of the
jungle where the strong prey on the weak.

farea anifer 3R Forenrer 7 vk HgeaquT Aferd & &7 1, BRICS HT 6@ g I1ET & 3qed 3
TRAGHTAT T ged & ST TWAT TG TAT WS, FATAAT, 3R AT F gFaaT o =T IR
faret #1 arforgot wameTeT i AaRISErT Fatl & A ACs! Y T HIE AV R
faed &1 T & 38 STl & HTefa T 3R clieet A Aehall AIMGT STET ATFATCN HHASIRT T LTOT
ERG R

Upholding international principles

AR fAGHTAT I qa T I@aT

e Chinese President Xi Jinping put forward the vision of building a community with a shared
future for humanity and four global initiatives, including the Global Security Initiative and the
Global Governance Initiative, which provided China’s solutions on addressing common
human challenges and building a better world together.

et Tsgufer oft frefier & #reraar & forw wre sifasar ater woerr & #10T i gfve g atger
RFaRE sfafdefes sik selwa aetw sfaflefe afgd o AR ggelt i geqd &,
TSiglet HieTadlT T | YANIT T FATEITST ket IR TR Teh S [ 7 AHTT et b
forw et & FATYTA Uere fhu|

e The second is O for Openness.
GERT 36T O 374 Openness (FaTdeT) B

e The world economy is currently facing a sluggish recovery, coupled with the spread of
protectionism.

faed srdcgaeyr acareT 7 eielt 3nflw gaderd 1 Q=T QX &, S ary aeeivrare S

JaR AT er W@ gl

e Certain countries have undermined the international economic and trade order by erecting
tariff barriers, seeking decoupling and disrupting supply chains.

Fo a2l o SR ST @St ek, 3T 3rereTTd T TITE e 3R 3Tl @it & arfere
FLh ARASET TP TG ATIR TTTAT T FHSAR [haT B
e It should be recognised that economic globalisation is an inevitable trend of history.

T TR T STrer =R T o 3nféer Sediaor sfagr 1 v sraRerd wgfa

e BRICS should uphold the multilateral trading system with the World Trade Organization
(WTO) at its core, safeguard the basic principles of the WTO such as the most-favoured-
nation treatment, and resist all forms of protectionism.

BRICS &I fad saTIR HT&+T (WTO) T g H TW §U SgI&TT AR JUTTell Y SATT TGl
IR, WA 3HeThel TSE (Most-Favoured-Nation) STagR ST WTO o Hef TeEidl #hr &t
FEAT AT 3R T JhR 3 EI&TUTATG, T faTer kel i

e We should join hands to deepen cooperation in energy and mineral resources, infrastructure,
and industrial and supply chains to maintain an open global economic landscape.

g U gol ARaeh 3Teh TGy &1 910 1@e o fov st 3k @fersr wamerat, sraween aar
it v amgfel y@ransit 7 weder 1 75U A & fv Ao 1 e g

e China stays committed to building an open global economy, so as to share opportunities in
openness, and achieve common development.
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et veh Gelt 3Raew sredfeaawyr & 107 & fow gfceetr &, i Golust 3 3uelstr aai S
1S fRaT ST ok 3R are faer ured fhar o I |

e The third is W for Win-Win.
R 378 W 3rdTa Win-Win (TRETR &187) &1

e BRICS should adhere to the Spirit of Openness, Inclusiveness and Win-Win cooperation.
BRICS I gaideT, FATAAAT 3R IRETR AT THRY g h1 H1G1T T Aol el AT

o We should continue putting development at the centre of the BRICS agenda, accelerate the
implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, strengthen dialogue and build
consensus on launching the formulation of the post-2030 global development agenda, and
ensure that Global South countries participate in international cooperation as equals and
share the fruits of development.

g BRICS & TSl o shey & Tt &l S0 7@ =gV, Wgd USe & W fasry aadi &
HRAleadsl # TS ol AMET, FaTG, Sl HTgd L dAMT 3 2030 F 15 F IR+ fawr wars
o TAHTOT hT Q3T & Feer 7 T HEATT T AT TAUT Tg FioA T il AMGT b Teitarel
A3Y & 2T IARTSEIT TEANT H AT T T 1T of 3R TAhra & aredt 1 J1sm i

Economic and financial cooperation

3T ik fa ggater

e We should pursue mutual benefit and win-win results to further consolidate economic
cooperation.

g 3T AT T 3R oo el & Tl IRFIRT AT 3R IRETRE T § Aeray aRomst
&1 e 7 St age @fEul

e |tis necessary to strengthen greater BRICS coordination on macroeconomic policies and
adopt more trade and investment facilitation measures.

&A1Y BRICS & ot gafRe-3nfde Aiforat X aewaa s #Asigd e 3R s ve foder e
ITH TAT o Terw 3118k 3UTY 91T ITaeTF T

e We should push forward local currency and cross-border payment cooperation and improve
the financial safety net, so as to enhance the ability to ward off external risks.

& TUTART FaT 3 MAT-IR ETATT FEQNT 1 31T TGTAl AT AT Farefr FRe&TT-irel i Sk
ST IIRT, ATfeh STy SNTQAT ¥ 9esT T &7HaT 9e1S ST T |

¢ In the face of global energy and food security challenges, we should build a more resilient and
sustainable agriculture and food system.

afRae Fsit 3R WIET Y& 1 YAt & T, g3 Jifereh oreliel 3R ez ¥ va @
YU T fAHTOT a1 TTRT |

e The fourth is E for Engine.
i 378 E 37T Engine (&) g1

e  BRICS countries account for nearly half of the world’s population, around 30% of global
economic output, and one-fifth of global trade.

BRICS 21 faeg T orera7ar 3meft mrard), afRaeh 3nfdes 3curesy & 1919191 30% 3R 3fRgs =R
& qrad e 1 yfafaecg s &

e We are also home to major natural resources, key manufacturers and vast markets.
§AR UTH 9HE WipTas GareT, Agcayer fafasiar 3k frener aem st €1

e According to international agencies such as the International Monetary Fund, greater BRICS
growth will be nearly three times faster than the G-7 by 2028, further highlighting its role as an
engine of world economic growth.

FATSET FT PN (IMF) ST SRR TSR & AR, 2028 ek AT BRICS T gefer
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G-7 Y AT H TSI cleT AT oot g19M, it e 3Tk faehrar & SoteT o & & SqehT fAAT Y
3R Y@t HIAT R

We should leverage our respective advantages, deepen practical cooperation in fields such
as business, finance, science and technology, forging more cooperation in the digital
economy, smart manufacturing, and new industrialisation.

EH 37991-319+1 faflrse ams &1 39T e anfev, IR, faw, faaet 3R sieafaehr o et &
SITGET TN T T AT AT 2T Bforee srdegaeym, wTame Rfasior sk av
Jite@eiiaor 7 31ftre agaer TTfid e arfeu|

We should actively promote the integration of artificial intelligence (Al) with sectors including
science and technology, health, agriculture and education, thereby injecting fresh impetus into
world economic growth.

g P Feftraar (Al) & fame 3R diezfarehr, Taree, $iY vd Rie afgd faffiee art & ary
THIHOT Sl TfhT T I FEIAT ST ATRT, T e 3nfdes faera 7 51 1fa o 51 @ah|

China has established the China-BRICS Al Development and Cooperation Center and the
China-BRICS New Quality Productive Forces Research Center, and welcomes active
participation of all parties.

@it & AT-BRICS Al e va wear F AR NeT-BRICS 7€ Joraar arel edrea AfFaar
FTHTT &g T fhw § 3 |elr gatl it afng smefiardr &1 warera sarg|

The fifth is R for Responsibility.

giadr 318 R 3r4Td Responsibility (3R&TRea) §1

BRICS countries are the main force in safeguarding fairness and justice and the backbone of
promoting unity and cooperation.

BRICS €er fersuata 3R w4y Y 1T F:Xat arelt W@ AfFd T Tehel 3R T 1 serar e
Y FEY ITURTAT &1

We must shoulder the responsibility of maintaining world peace and development.

g faeg anifar 3 R Y =10 @@= &1 3w 3o anfge)

Over this year and the next, India and China will take on the BRICS rotating presidency in
succession.

39 ¥ 31 31Tl ¥, #Re 3 e Horer: BRICS $ goierelier srewarar womeiat |

Maintaining sound coordination between our two countries is conducive to the steady and
sustained progress of greater BRICS’ cooperation, and will better safeguard the common
interests of developing countries.

BAR aleil &R & ST Ygg HHTAT ToATU W1 ST BRICS Hd1T i AR 3R AT Ferfey o6
TorT 31eeper & T faehrareiier 221t o ATeT frcil T g T&Tr |

China-India ties

Since the beginning of this year, under the strategic guidance of the two leaders, President Xi
Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, China-India relations have maintained a
momentum of improvement and development.

58 Y T BT H, St A3 Isgufer ot Frafiar ik wererh a¥g A & wEfas Axted
&, PNeT- AR Geelt o Far 3R R iy arfay 1 e w@n g

The two sides strengthened dialogues at all levels and promoted exchanges and cooperation
in various fields to achieve positive results.

aret galt o et FRT uX FaTE Y Forae frar 3R fafdiest &1 & 31rere-veret vd §e et &t agrar
P HRIcHS IROTH ured fru|

Five direct flight routes between the Chinese mainland and India have been resumed.

et HEgef@ 3R R o orer e Weft 3377 AR g=: & fhw e )
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e After a six-year suspension, border trade has been reopened.
B ¥ & freias & J1e AT AR O & & fhar s gl

e China looks forward to working with India to translate the important consensus reached by the
two leaders into concrete actions, being good-neighbourly friends and partners that help each
other, and pushing China-India relations to move forward in a sustained, healthy, and stable
manner.

T IR o AT TR SNl AT GIRT TS HEedqoT WA HY St 7 IROTT Hded, Ten-
G T WETIT &hdl ATl 3T TSI T 3N AISIER Tofol AT HNef-3Rel HeTeil ol fALe”, Fae
3R FER aF A 3t Je T o2 & FRY e T 3T IRAT |

e May the 18th BRICS Summit in New Delhi be a great success.
TS feeol & IMANTST 81 aTelr 184aT BRICS @Y HFA 37cdd el &l

e We welcome you all to China next year to continue empowering the world with BRICS

POWER.
& 319 G &7 3791l ¥ T & TIRTT A &, difeh BRICS POWER & ATEIH ¥ {399 &Y Wererd
AT T HRT TR T@T ST T |

GS Paper I11: Economy 07 September 2026

TOPICS COVERED

0759 | India’s unemployment data dilemma

R & SRASTATRY ATewst Hr gRyen
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India’s unemployment data dilemma
4GS l: Economy |

he government
has finally found
a way to measure
the statistical
elephant of unemployment;
however, it may be
incomplete — much like the
blind men who touched
different parts of a
pachyderm and mistook it
for the whole truth.

The challenge in
measuring the
unemployment rate using
the Current Weekly Status
(CWS) approach — where a
person’s activity status is
determined based on the
preceding seven days — is to
assess not only whether
people are employed, but
also the nature of their jobs,
the frequency and
regularity of their
payments, and the overall
quality of employment. In
an economy where a vast
majority of the population
are involved in informal
work, employment cannot
be analysed through a
headline rate of high
frequency indicator, if it can
be called so.

India’s decision to
transform the
quarterly/yearly
unemployment data into a
monthly indicator is
economically desirable,
even if its credibility is
questionable given the
nature of its database,
which seldom takes into
account circular migration.

Efforts have been made
to strengthen India’s
database comprising EPFO
(Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation) and ESIC
(Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation) payroll data,
GST-based enterprise
information, income tax
records, corporate payroll
data, gig economy
employment data, and rural
wage indicators but at
present, even these sources
remain fragmented. Unlike a

A fall in

unemployment
may indicate
distress-driven
entry into
low-productivity
jobs rather than
genuine
employment
creation

mature labour market —
comprising payroll surveys,
unemployment insurance
records, formal contracts,
and extensive administrative
databases — India’s large
informal employment
market is difficult to track.
Most advanced nations
count unemployment using
a Labour Force Survey based
on the definition of the
International Labour
Organization (ILO). The U.S.,
Japan, EU and the U.K. have
decades of household survey
data with detailed
information on full-time
versus part-time jobs, hourly
wages, job duration, labour
mobility, and
unemployment spells.

A leading indicator

The latest Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) says
that India’s unemployment
rate for those aged 15 years
and above marked a
four-month low of 5.1% in
July. The review period
coincided with the peak of
kharif season, when demand
for agricultural labour rose
for land preparation,
transplanting, and allied
activities. Since
construction, agriculture,
small trade, logistics, and
local services see seasonal
fluctuations, it is likely that
July’s decline reflects
increased hiring in these
segments rather than a
broad-based expansion in
formal sector jobs.

Monthly unemployment
should at the best be a
leading indicator, not a
comprehensive measure of
labour market health.

India has a labour market
where various reports
suggest that 90% of the
population are involved in
the informal sector;
agricultural employment
remains seasonal, with wage
payments negotiated
informally and where

India’s unemployment data dilemma

underemployment/
disguised employment is
widespread. Indicating
limited granularity, data is
rather sketchy on wage
growth, hours worked, job
quality, occupational shifts,
and sector-wise
employment trends.
Therefore, monthly
unemployment data reflects
seasonal movements rather
than structural
improvement. A fall in
unemployment may
indicate distress-driven
entry into low-productivity
jobs rather than genuine
employment creation.

The overall decline in
unemployment was owing
to rural areas, where
unemployment declined to
4.5% from 5%; but it should
not be read as a major
improvement in the job
market. Independent labour
studies estimate that there
are between 30 to 35 million
seasonal labourers moving
across India annually,
forming the invisible
backbone of urban
construction and
infrastructure.

The July data saw an
increase in the labour force
participation rate, a positive
supply-side signal, but
stronger investment and job
creation prefix sustainable
employment recovery. The
challenge is to convert this
participation into stable,
high-productivity jobs.

The revamped PLFSisa
significant improvement
over earlier low-frequency
labour statistics but its
success ultimately depends
on whether it gauges the
reality of the job market —
not merely measuring it
more frequently. A credible
labour market barometer is
the need of the hour to
capture the livelihoods of
millions of workers.

santosh.v@thehindu.co.in

The challenge in measuring the unemployment rate using the Current Weekly Status (CWS)
approach — where a person’s activity status is determined based on the preceding seven
days — is to assess not only whether people are employed, but also the nature of their jobs,
the frequency and regularity of their payments, and the overall quality of employment.

FAATT Fredifes FBAfar (CWS) giSehior hr 3UT #teh SRS & &l Ae i Yelc—Torast
et safFa i arfafafer feufa &1 HuRor Ao ara At & 3maR ) Far Srar §—ao I8
3TTeholel St +AE1 & o ST ASTITR # § AT 7781, Sfeh Sa7eh S 1 Tepfd, $ITcTeT I 3gfy vd
TAGTATAT 3R ASTITR BT FHT 0T T 3Tehetal AT 871 B
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In an economy where a vast majority of the population are involved in informal work,
employment cannot be analysed through a headline rate of high frequency indicator, if it can
be called so.

mmﬁ,ﬁm@wwﬁama@ﬁmmﬁmﬁmw
TarervoT fohell 3Ta-3Mg et HehcTeh hT Shael JHW &I o ATETH F =6l fohaT ST Fehel, TS X AT

T 3 I GHar B

India’s decision to transform the quarterly/yearly unemployment data into a monthly indicator
is economically desirable, even if its credibility is questionable given the nature of its
database, which seldom takes into account circular migration.

HRT aRT AT/ AT AHThst w1 AfAF Thas & aRafda s & Aoty 3nfdw
I H TG g, Mﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁysﬂﬁﬁaaﬂ?ﬂwmﬁ Fifh Ig
STTSH TehTT YA I ATE g Hall 1T H I@T B

Efforts have been made to strengthen India’s database comprising EPFO (Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation) and ESIC (Employees’ State Insurance Corporation)
payroll data, GST-based enterprise information, income tax records, corporate payroll data,
gig economy employment data, and rural wage indicators but at present, even these sources
remain fragmented.

HRT & STTAH I AT e & T fhT 910 §, Torgsd EPFO (F#amdt sifswr fafer wereer) ik
ESIC (@#arl T4 AT fA9ra) & R 3773, GST-ATUTRA 367 Farth AR, IR
ifdrere, idRe R 3ies, Fier srderaear & VSR JHiws 3R AT A Hahareh AfAe €,
AAfehel IIA 7 T AT T @3T &

Unlike a mature labour market — comprising payroll surveys, unemployment insurance

records, formal contracts, and extensive administrative databases — India’s large informal
employment market is difficult to track.

Teh GRUFT H37 TER o [qodid—Foraet ORier FdaTor, SRISTTRY ST 31fdverd, o= s
3R IS gmafAE Seey A gl §—3Rd & 3L raiaaRe VSR IR W) e
TG o g

Most advanced nations count unemployment using a Labour Force Survey based on the
definition of the International Labour Organization (ILO).

31fRhier fAh A ISe HAISET A HIrsa (ILO) I afkammsT ) 3mena s# oo gdaor &

HIETH T SRS T AT0TAT Sl £

The U.S., Japan, EU and the U.K. have decades of household survey data with detailed
information on full-time versus part-time jobs, hourly wages, job duration, labour mobility, and
unemployment spells.

3AREFT, ST, TR w3 fSeT & are gt @ eRe] HETUT & iR 39erey §, e
quTshTiereh 3R 3RIehTToleh ASTATR, T TeT HsTg, USTTR T 3afer, 37 arfcrefiierar 3R aeemy
T 3rafRt & TR 7 g AHRT g 51

A leading indicator

TF YHE hds

The latest Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) says that India’s unemployment rate for
those aged 15 years and above marked a four-month low of 5.1% in July.

AdNTTH HTAfF HA q FIETT (PLFS) o 37K, 15 a¥ 3R 388 3110 3 & ottt & fow
HTRCT T SRISTITRY &% [els H 5.1% % IR A & forsaret el ¥ R 9g 78|

The review period coincided with the peak of kharif season, when demand for agricultural
labour rose for land preparation, transplanting, and allied activities.

Tt AT GiE AaH F TH & T AT Tl 8, ST A T A, A91$ 3R Heeyr
aifafaferdt & fav SR s i Ao 3¢ a1$)
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Since construction, agriculture, small trade, logistics, and local services see seasonal
fluctuations, it is likely that July’s decline reflects increased hiring in these segments rather
than a broad-based expansion in formal sector jobs.

Hfer fortor, ¥, B R, dffafeaw it Fueir damsit 7 Aleed sar-ueE Sgs i fFerar
€, ST TG & foh S # 3$ FRrare 3aenRe &1 & g7aeh QSR [aEdR & §oir g+
811 37 Y g§ fgfPaal 1 e &1

Monthly unemployment should at the best be a leading indicator, not a comprehensive
measure of labour market health.

ATH AT I HTARATH Teh GHG Heheaah HIAT STl AR T, 7 o 167 SR & T T
SAT9F AT |

India has a labour market where various reports suggest that 90% of the population are
involved in the informal sector; agricultural employment remains seasonal, with wage
payments negotiated informally and where underemployment/ disguised employment is
widespread.

SR T 4H TR THT § 5761 afdest Rutet & 317am 90% ey sraitaamies & & Hofoet ¢
T AT ARTAY ST G317 &, STET FTG T I AR §F & T T <A1l & 3R
HUSTITR/I TG USTITR ATIH g |

Indicating limited granularity, data is rather sketchy on wage growth, hours worked, job
quality, occupational shifts, and sector-wise employment trends.

AT gaaraT (granularity) a#ra%ﬁﬁgtr, AT ge 8, e fohT 1T Eet, ASTITR Y IOTaT,
SR deardl AR STIR VTR Gt & HTer 7 HTers &S IHETSC 3|

Therefore, monthly unemployment data reflects seasonal movements rather than structural
improvement.

SafoT, AT RS 33 TIATTHEG GUR & S HGHA geerral T gefid g1

A fall in unemployment may indicate distress-driven entry into low-productivity jobs rather
than genuine employment creation.

SRASHTRY & RRTaeE aRecideh VSR Golol o Gl H Scarahal aret ARl F faerarafaa
A T FHehel & Fehell T

The overall decline in unemployment was owing to rural areas, where unemployment declined
to 4.5% from 5%; but it should not be read as a major improvement in the job market.

aﬂmﬁwﬁwmﬂa’f?W?, STET SRISTITRY 5% & TeahT 4.5% &Y I1S; Afchet
38 USHIR FTeIR & 93 FUR & &G H 71 @ ST TRV |

Independent labour studies estimate that there are between 30 to 35 million seasonal
labourers moving across India annually, forming the invisible backbone of urban construction
and infrastructure.

T AH AT 1 ITAA & o6 T 9§ 3 F 3.5 F03 Atwelt #ffF QR 7 vard 1 &,
ST 2reY f¥HTOT 3R raETTeT #r 3rged AR £

The July data saw an increase in the labour force participation rate, a positive supply-side
signal, but stronger investment and job creation prefix sustainable employment recovery.

SIS & 3HTerst & #1a aof MG &T 3 gefer &t 18, S HIfef-ueT 7 U HhRTeHR Tohel &,
Skl AT fder 3R ASHIR FoieT feaTa ASTaIR FUR o fov gamafera &1
The revamped PLFS is a significant improvement over earlier low-frequency labour statistics

but its success ultimately depends on whether it gauges the reality of the job market — not
merely measuring it more frequently.

YeATfSeT PLFS Ugel & -3l aTel 47 3ilehs! &l Jofell & Ueh HgcdquT GUR ¢, Afehet gqehr
eI 3dd: 39 §1d W R T & [ I8 VTR TR T aeafas ufa &1 smwaa Fary
T AE—=T T Faer 39 31TAS IR AT

A credible labour market barometer is the need of the hour to capture the livelihoods of
millions of workers.
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Sharpest pictures of sun’s surface
reveal previously unseen whirlpools

In all pictures taken of the sun’s surface in the

st century, the edges of its convection cells were blurred; for decades, solar physicists wondered if these

s were really

frayed or if they could find more detail if they observed the cells using a more powerful telescope; new images have settled the debate

Shamim Haque Mondal

cientists have used the world’s

largest telescope to study the sun

to capture the highest-resolution

pictures yet of the sun’s surface,
revealing small, violent plasma whirlpools
moving across it.

The discovery could change how
scientists understand the way energy and
‘magnetic fields move through the sun’s
atmosphere. These whirlpools seem like
an efficient way to move energy and
magnetic flux, and could also be
responsible for braiding the sun’s
magnetic fields at small scales.

Such braided fields are thought to store
and release the energy that powers solar
flares and other eruptions — and may help
explain why the sun’s outer atmosphere is
so unexpectedly hot.

The team’s findings were published in
Nature on August 5.

Details on the edge

The part of the sun that we see is called
the photosphere. This is a chaotic
environment filled with a roiling mass of
superheated plasma. The light we see on
the earth is energy emitted by this
plasma.

Astronomers have been taking pictures
of the sun’s exterior for a long time, and
they have always seen a beehive-like
structure there. The cells in this structure
are called convection cells. Each cell
spans up to around 2,000 km — the
distance from Mumbai to Guwahati — and
lasts for 5-10 minutes before dissipating.
The visible features of a convection cell
are called granules. All these granules
together form the outer visible layer of
the sun.

In all the pictures taken of the sun’s
surface in the past century, the edges of
these granules were blurred. They looked
like frayed cotton.

And for decades, solar physicists have
wondered if these edges are really frayed
or if they will find more detail if they
observe them using a more powerful
telescope. The new images have settled
the debate.

“The weakness is in the telescope’s
aperture,” the researchers — from the U.S.
National Science Foundation National
Solar Observatory (NSO), Germany’s Max
Planck Institute for Solar System Research
(MPS), and the High Altitude Observatory
(HAO) — wrote in their paper in Nature.

It seems that with telescopes whose
primary mirrors are smaller than two
metres wide, it is not possible for
physicists to observe the fundamental
perturbations on the sun’s surface.

For their study, the researchers turned
to the NSF Daniel K. Inouye Solar
Telescope (DKIST) in Hawaii. Perched

e high lution image of

captured, by the Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope. At the edges of the solar granules, the image reveals

fringed-looking structures that display swirling motions.

near the 10,000-foot-high summit of the
Haleakala volcano, the DKIST features a
giant four metres primary mirror. It

started scientific operations in late 2019.

The team used it to observe a
magnetically active region on the sun
called NOAA 14060, capturing light at a
wavelength of 416 nanometres (which is
visible light of a blue-violet colour). They
also paired the telescope with a
high-speed FastCam camera developed
jointly by NSO and MPS. The camera had
a exposure time of 100 microseconds,
capturing up to 740 frames per second.

With the help of this camera, the
researchers took many pictures of the
sun’s turbulent atmosphere.

‘Then, one member of the research
team, Michiel van Noort of MPS, used an
advanced image processing technols
called multi-frame blind deconvolution to
remove the blurring that occurs when the
sun is photographed from the earth. Then
the team combined multiple cleaned-up
images to recover a clear image.

Dr. Noort used this technology to
capture images of the sun’s surface of
dimension 5,800 km x 4,350 km at a
resolution of 19 km. This is like being able
to spot a 10-rupee coin in Mumbai from
Pune. Thus, the team found that the
edges of the solar granules are
innumerable small coils of plasma, each
only 25-170 km long, separated by around

65 km. And they had their own little
magnetic fields.

Wind over a river

The researchers also found that these
small plasma coils moved along the
boundaries of the granules, twisting and
interacting with one another. And as they
did, they generated whirlpools in the
plasma — vortices that spun rapidly and
changed shape within seconds.

When a strong wind blows over a calm
river, small whirlpools form on the water.
Generally, physicists say, a vortex is
formed at the interface where two
adjacent fluids move past each other at
different speeds. The same thing has been
found happening on the sun.

Scientists have i found such

form, merge with each other, and break
up again.

A new way

The team confirmed its observations with
the DKIST using magneto-hydrodynamics
simulations on a computer. In both cases,
the vortices’ rotational speed and energy
were the same. In other words, these
whirlpools are essentially the sun’s
engines: they capture the sun’s internal
magnetic energy and radiate it out into
the universe.

The simulations also suggested the
whirlpools lie 100-400 km below the
photosphere.

The findings give solar physicists a new
way to investigate the boundary between

ion and ism. The

whirlpools in the atmosphere of gaseous
planets like Jupiter.

This is the first time scientists have
seen such a wave moving on the surface
of the sun.

These whirlpools in the sun’s plasma
also rapidly grow in size. The scientists
found that the fastest-growing vortices
became 2.7-times larger than their
original size in just 18 seconds. Even those
that grew a little slower took only 71
seconds to reach this size. They rotated at
about 1.62.8 km/s.

The scientists found that, over three
minutes, these whirlpools

whirlpools generate turbulence and
continuously distort the magnetic fields.
In doing so, they could provide the
small-scale motion needed to braid
magnetic field lines and release magnetic
energy higher in the atmosphere.

‘The next step is to determine how
much energy these instabilities transport
and how the small vortices are connected
to the more energetic events of the sun’s
atmosphere.

(Shamim Haque Mondal is with the
Physics Division, State Forensic Science
Laboratory, Kolkata.

i dal709@email.com)

THEGIST

New images captured by the
world’s largest telescope hav
provided the clearest view ye
of the sun's surface, helping
scientists better understand
how energy and magnetic
fields move through its
atmosphere

v

Scientists used the Daniel K.
Inouye Solar Telescope in
Hawaii, which has a giant four
metres mirror, to capture the
sharpest images of the sun’s
surface; its advanced imaging
capabilities allowed
researchers to observe tiny
solar features that smaller
telescopes could not detect

v

Scientists found that tiny
plasma coils on the sun’s
surface continuously move,
twist and interact, and create
fast-spinning whirlpools similz
to those formed when strong
winds disturb water. These
vortices grow rapidly, merge
and break apart within
seconds, revealing a highly
dynamic process never before
observed
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07S9. Sharpest pictures of sun’s surface reveal previously unseen whirlpools

& Y Fag Y FAIfF Fose qEERE A gg F3t T S@ 7T ST FT Gelrwr

e Scientists have used the world’s
largest telescope to study the sun to
capture the highest-resolution pictures
yet of the sun’s surface, revealing small,
violent plasma whirlpools moving
across it.

JTfoYeRT o T T 3T et & folT
gferam Y FaR 79 qIelleT T 3TANT A
BT A BT T Y 37T I BT Felereh
3T-RATegNT arell aEdN @idr &, foremaT
! Tolg W faedier aie 3k o
CATS AT $TaRY &7 Il el B

e Such braided fields are thought to store
and release the energy that powers
solar flares and other eruptions — and
may help explain why the sun’s outer
atmosphere is so unexpectedly hot.

X 3T9H H 3efe gU g a1 h IR A
HATAT ST & o6 I 38 ol o1 dfad 3R
Hehe Ad €, S W Saranait aur 39
TaEhICt & Qferd TeTeT il § — 3R Tg THST H oY HErIcl < Tohdl & fob I o1 amgdr
AGAS IAIIRIT §T F ST 13 &4t ¢

Details on the edge

e & faramor

e The part of the sun that we see is called the photosphere.

I & TS 16T 1 §H 4T &, 3H THRHASH (BIRHRIT) HeT STl ¢ |
e This is a chaotic environment filled with a roiling mass of superheated plasma.

TE Teh 3RTST ATATER0T §, ST A TeIe 97 CATgHT 3 SUeT-TUel U 3R Sea AT ¥ Jad 8
e The light we see on the earth is energy emitted by this plasma.

g2t O% g TS &Y aTelT Uehter SHY CelloHT GaRT Sehtotd Soil 8

e Astronomers have been taking pictures of the sun’s exterior for a long time, and they have
always seen a beehive-like structure there.

GINIE oIS FHT & T & TR AT T TN A @ & 3R 3gler gt goen Aywae & o
Sl s S &

e The cells in this structure are called convection cells.
3T T 7 AlSIg HIAFTHT T Tt FIRAPTE gl AT 8

e Each cell spans up to around 2,000 km — the distance from Mumbai to Guwahati — and lasts
for 5-10 minutes before dissipating.

Scdeh HIRIT TSI 2,000 foheAT 7k Holl Bl & — St HS A I[ARIET o ol b1 gl o s &
— 3R fareed @1 & 9 5-10 feTe ae af W@l 1
e The visible features of a convection cell are called granules.

HageT PIAHT T fr@rs ot arelr faAvarsit & d=qew wer a3
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All these granules together form the outer visible layer of the sun.
T {0 Aegow Aot G T aMedt GeIATT T 7 AT L B
The team used it to observe a magnetically active region on the sun called NOAA 14060,

capturing light at a wavelength of 416 nanometres (which is visible light of a blue-violet
colour).

Qe EoT ¥ SHRT STANT G T NOAA 14060 iTH Teh T T § ATHT &1 T Jrdeilehel el
& forw foRam 31 416 A1 T AIEEH I Tehrer &l e fomar (St afrer-dareh 37 &7 g2
g1 8) |

Thus, the team found that the edges of the solar granules are innumerable small coils of
plasma, each only 25-170 km long, separated by around 65 km.

$H YR, A el & 917 foh AR Iegedt o fohelRk 36T BIC Calle#T F3 ¢, TSIt & Tedeh &1
TS dhael 25-170 et § 3R 3 Frerever 65 Forat hr g ux TehgER @ JreraT |

Wind over ariver

14l & YT Jgdl gar

The researchers also found that these small plasma coils moved along the boundaries of the
granules, twisting and interacting with one another.

%ﬁmﬁ#mﬁw%ﬁmmwmﬁmﬁaswwﬁmgw-@?
& A1y H3d AR IR fhar e |

Scientists have previously found such whirlpools in the atmosphere of gaseous planets like
Jupiter.

ST o1 SEY Ugel FeTTTel o4 I gl oh AYHSS H 3 YehR o e ATv ¢ |

Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope (DKIST)

Why is DKIST Special?

What Part of the Sun Does It Study?

The Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope (DKIST) is the world’s largest and most
powerful solar telescope. It is designed specifically to study the Sun, especially its
surface, atmosphere, magnetic fields, sunspots, solar flares and other processes related to
space weather.

It is located near the summit of Haleakala volcano on Maui, Hawai‘i, USA, at an altitude
of about 10,000 feet (around 3,000 metres).

The telescope is operated by the National Solar Observatory (NSO) with support from the
U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Association of Universities for Research
in Astronomy (AURA).

Its most important feature is its enormous 4-metre primary mirror, the largest mirror used
in any solar telescope. It collects roughly seven times more sunlight than previous major
solar telescopes, allowing scientists to observe extremely small structures on the Sun.

In simple terms, a larger telescope mirror works somewhat like a larger eye. The more
light it collects, the finer the details it can distinguish.

DKIST uses an off-axis optical design. This reduces unwanted scattered light and helps
scientists observe faint structures near very bright regions of the Sun.

It also uses adaptive optics, a technology that continuously corrects the blurring caused
by turbulence in Earth’s atmosphere. It is similar to electronically correcting a shaky or
distorted image while it is being recorded.

DKIST can study different layers of the Sun, from the photosphere to the chromosphere
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and parts of the corona.

e The photosphere is the visible “surface” of the Sun. It contains structures called granules,
produced by convection.

¢ Imagine boiling water. Hot material rises, loses heat and then sinks again. A broadly
similar process occurs in the Sun’s plasma, producing the granular appearance of the
photosphere.

e DKIST’s early observations resolved solar structures only about 30 km across, a major
improvement over previous ground-based solar observations.

Role of Magnetic Fields

e The Sun is made mainly of plasma, an electrically charged state of matter. Because
charged particles move through the Sun, they generate powerful magnetic fields.

o DKIST is especially important because it can measure the strength and direction of solar
magnetic fields with exceptional detail.

e Magnetic fields are central to understanding sunspots, solar flares, coronal mass
ejections (CMESs), solar wind and coronal heating.

Important Instruments

Visible Broadband Imager (VBI): Produces extremely sharp images of the solar surface.
Visible Spectro-Polarimeter (ViSP): Separates sunlight into different wavelengths,
somewhat like a prism creating a rainbow, and helps measure magnetic fields.

e Cryogenic Near-Infrared Spectro-Polarimeter (Cryo-NIRSP): Studies the faint solar
corona in infrared wavelengths.

e Visible Tunable Filter (VTF): A major imaging spectro-polarimeter. Its first-light

observations were achieved recently, with science verification and commissioning
progressing in 2026.

Sulphuric acid: not so deadly

esearchers have found that
Rcer‘tain peptides — short S ’
chains of amino acids that !
-

make up proteins — are not only stable
in 98% concentrated sulphuric acid but
also fold into the complex 3D shapes
required to perform the functions
central to life.

Thus, the findings, published
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences on September 4, defy the
assumption that concentrated
sulphuric acid is a bane for the

)

building blocks of life. Scientists had Drops of 98% concentrated sulphuric acid rapidly
previously found nucleic acid bases dehydrate tissue paper, leaving behind carbon,
and amino acids to be stable in the which stains it black. PUBLIC DOMAIN

same solvent; this is the first time a
macromolecule important to biology

has been shown to be capable of the This is however a significant departure
same feat. from how proteins behave in water, where
Normally, strong acids break down they typically form different structures like

peptides in a process called hydrolysis; ~ helices or sheets.

as the name suggests, water molecules The_flndmgs are important for the search
break down one or more important for life beyond the earth. For example,
bonds. Since 98% sulphuric acid Venus is covered in clouds of concentrated
contains almost no water, the reaction sulphuric acid, which scientists Previously
that would normally shred the peptide ~ assumed were too harsh an environment

bonds can’t happen, allowing the to h_ost any co_rnplex'chemistry.. The new
peptides to remain stable for several findings question this assumption.
weeks at room temperature.

Using nuclear magnetic resonance

spectroscopy, the researchers found f‘

that these peptides folded into a
specific shape called an omega loop,
using the sulphuric acid molecules
themselves as a kind of scaffolding to
help maintain the shape.
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TEFINF el 3AAT °Tcdeh ool St

Peptides Surviving in Concentrated
Sulphuric Acid N

e Researchers have found that some
peptides, which are short chains of
amino acids, can remain stable even
in 98% concentrated sulphuric acid. p ) \

e This is surprising because strong acids B s T e v b gighe= 4

?‘re usuaII)t/)fthloughtl to dleStrloy Different structures in different environments
iImportant biological molecules. ! In sulphuric acid (peptides)
“ p r

Peptides and Proteins

e Amino acids are the basic building
blocks of proteins.

e When a few amino acids join together,
they form a peptide.

e Long peptide chains fold into proteins,
and their 3D shape determines their
function.

o A simple example is a key and lock. A
protein must have the correct shape to fit and perform a specific biological task.

Why Does Strong Acid Usually Destroy Peptides?

e Strong acids generally promote hydrolysis, in which water molecules help break peptide

bonds.

e However, 98% sulphuric acid Amino Acids Peptide Protein
contains very little water. Therefore, (Building Blocks) (A few amino acids joined) (Long chain folded into 3D shape)
the usual hydrolysis reaction is greatly Side chain ,

(R group)

reduced, allowing peptide bonds to
survive for weeks at room
temperature.

Omega Loop Formation

e Using Nuclear Magnetic Resonance ;
(NMIg) spectroscogpy, scientists found V‘!’ v&e’ ?‘f
that the peptides did not remain T
shapeless. %‘ o ‘&_ = Peptide

e They folded into a stable structure }‘f
called an omega loop. )]

e  Sulphuric acid molecules themselves 4
helped support this structure, acting
somewhat like a scaffold.

e This is different from proteins in water,
which often form alpha-helices and

Hemoglobin
beta-sheets. (Catalyses reacuons) (De'!ﬂ& lgah\Sl Mhogens) (Transports oxygen) M eﬂbune protein

& (Transport across membrane)
Why Is This Important for Life Beyond a—" 9 * k . -»a

Earth?

e The discovery is important for astrobiology, the study of possible life beyond Earth.
e Venus has clouds containing highly concentrated sulphuric acid. Such conditions were once
considered too hostile for complex biological chemistry.
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e The new finding does not prove that life exists on Venus. It only shows that some
biologically important molecules may survive and fold in such extreme conditions.

Steady gaze

ISRO's EOS-05 satellite has uses in varied

areas from security to weather

he successful launch of the Indian Space
Research Organisation’s (ISRO) EOS-05
satellite is India’s first earth-imaging satel-
lite bound for a geosynchronous orbit, meaning
that it is locked-in to the earth’s rotation and can
be tuned to continuously observe the same loca-
tion. The rocket placed it in a transfer orbit early
on Friday; onboard thrusters are expected to
raise it to its final perch at some 36,000 kilo-
metres above the earth’s surface over the coming
weeks. From there it can track fast-changing
events such as floods, cyclones and forest fires,
and monitor crops, forests, water bodies and
land use. Unlike a conventional camera, its sen-
sors examine how the earth’s surface reflects dif-
ferent wavelengths of light, helping distinguish
vegetation, water and other land cover. Because
itis perched farther away than conventional low-
orbit imaging satellites, its strength is not ultra-
fine detail but the ability to return to the same
broad areas very frequently. India has long had
eyes in geostationary orbit, but they have been
weather satellites, namely the INSAT-3D series.
Its dedicated earth-imaging satellites have operat-
ed in low, polar or sun-synchronous orbits. Fly-
ing a few hundred kilometres up, they capture
much finer detail, but move constantly around
the planet, imaging a different strip of territory
on successive passes and taking days to return.
E0S-05’s timing could hardly be better. Given
the devastation by the Bhote Koshi deluge in Ne-
pal, which has claimed 1,344 lives, such satellites
can play some role in understanding changes in
landforms and how they may act as precursors to
glacier-breaks and avalanches. Or, as winter ap-
proaches in north India, in establishing whether
stubble fires over Punjab have genuinely declined
or burning has simply shifted in time to slip past
the polar satellites. ISRO has described the
E0S-05 as a “strategic” satellite, a term that
stretches from security to weather. All of this is
premised on the data reaching a wide enough set
of analysts who can turn the images into forecasts
and actionable insight. There is cheer, too, that
ISRO’s first successful launch of 2026 - and
another vote of confidence in the cryogenic stage
that failed the agency in 2021 — comes after set-
backs. But that does not soften the temperamen-
tal nature of launches. Two consecutive failures
of the PSLV, the agency’s workhorse since the
1990s, in May last year and again this January,
both traced to the third stage, suggest that depen-
dability is not infallibility. The usefulness of its
payloads, and the cadence of its launches, should
- be ISRO’s calling card, rather than any single
launch as the hallmark of institutional credibility.

07S9. Steady gaze
Fargfee

e The successful launch of the Indian Space Research
Organisation’s (ISRO) EOS-05 satellite is India’s first earth-imaging
satellite bound for a geosynchronous orbit, meaning that it is locked-in
to the earth’s rotation and can be tuned to continuously observe the
same location.

HRCART HARET HTHUTA Herae (ISRO) & EOS-05 IUE T Hhel TaIqoT
HRA T Tgoll eal-gAfST 3uare ¢, [99 s-waremifars Fam
(geosynchronous orbit) & fore fiar arar §, foreert 318 § & a8 qedr &
YT & | FHSAIToIh (6l & 3R S8 Teh g1 FUTeT T IR 3 eilehed
F & o FARNTIT fram ST E@ehar B

e The rocket placed it in a transfer orbit early on Friday; onboard
thrusters are expected to raise it to its final perch at some 36,000
kilometres above the earth’s surface over the coming weeks.

e =¥ YehaR T5eh U FYTATAIOT H&T (transfer orbit) & T ferar;
HTETTHT FecTel # HaTS IFT S8 G2l hT Telg I of1e7eT 36,000
frltafex SR saeh 3ifae Far & g 1 35e B

e From there it can track fast-changing events such as floods,
cyclones and forest fires, and monitor crops, forests, water bodies and
land use.

Jgl ¥ Ig 91g, TshaTd AR T ST IS F Feeled aTell T3l TR AR
W Hehdl & AU BE, dail, STof f¥epral 3T i3 3uNer hr AR Y

HhaTL|

e Unlike a conventional camera, its sensors examine how the
earth’s surface reflects different wavelengths of light, helping distinguish
vegetation, water and other land cover.

TR Ha F Faold, 8 dR I8 Sitad § B et i ads gemr
faffea ReTeed 1 fF e TR Wrafdd A 8, foad gaeafa, ster 3k
37 1fA 3TEOT & i< AT e H HrAT [HecA B

e Because it is perched farther away than conventional low orbit
imaging satellites, its strength is not ultra fine detail but the ability to
return to the same broad areas very frequently.

Fifeh TG IRYRh To¥aT-ehaTT et SATSIIT SUTET BT Joiat & 31T 5T

U &, safav sqeh! sTHaT 3cafee Fed faavor gred i # 781, sfesh Reqa aEf # aR-a)
dlea 3T T A H gl

¢ India has long had eyes in geostationary orbit, but they have been weather satellites, namely
the INSAT-3D series.

HRA & U ofd FHI 4 o1-FUT FaT (geostationary orbit) # 39318 T 8, olfehet 3 Higa Haelr
399G T@ 8, AT INSAT-3D 4@

e |ts dedicated earth-imaging satellites have operated in low, polar or sun-synchronous orbits.
3O GATId gedt-sAfieT sware e, gd ar gi-aweoe wamsit 7 Farfod gl @ £

¢ Flying a few hundred kilometres up, they capture much finer detail, but move constantly
around the planet, imaging a different strip of territory on successive passes and taking days
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to return.

%o @l fheleiet 1 318 T 35l §U, I el 0 g faavor red i €, Afehet ST g
& TR 3R G @ &, FiAeh Tamdl 37 F-ATT T H9T-37009T TS i TER od ¢ 3R araw
diea F 3 feeT oema &1

EOS-05’s timing could hardly be better.

EOS-05 &T AT 3T Sga< AT &1 &1 FehdT AT|

Given the devastation by the Bhote Koshi deluge in Nepal, which has claimed 1,344 lives,
such satellites can play some role in understanding changes in landforms and how they may
act as precursors to glacier-breaks and avalanches.

AdTer 31 $1E el A1E T g% TEN T 2T §U, TG 1,344 WM Y ST ST LT ¥, 0 397 -
IRt & glet dTel TRaciall ol THHA H Fe $THHT el Hevd! & 3R TE SATeTed H HGIAAT HX
Tehol § o A IRace Roreg geat 3R Revwerer & qd dehde & &9 & e GehR r T Hehcd
gl

Or, as winter approaches in north India, in establishing whether stubble fires over Punjab
have genuinely declined or burning has simply shifted in time to slip past the polar satellites.

T, S-S 3R AR & T Tolehe 31T &, F I8 [AuTRa et 7 Teraar & g § fh ase &
mﬁmwﬁwg%mmwmmmmw%%a@wmaﬁ
IR & 57 S|

ISRO has described the EOS-05 as a “strategic” satellite, a term that stretches from security
to weather.

ISRO & EOS-05 I Teh “T0TelIfeieh” 3 AT &, Tg QAT 2se; & ToTaehT IR &t | ofehl
HIGH T Bell T &

All of this is premised on the data reaching a wide enough set of analysts who can turn the
images into forecasts and actionable insight.

%wwmwﬁmm%ﬁ:wmmm#maﬂﬁmq@, S SoT AEART Sl
qeTeTATT 3R FaT$ A dagfe 7 aRafda w &

There is cheer, too, that ISRO’s first successful launch of 2026—and another vote of
confidence in the cryogenic stage that failed the agency in 2021—comes after setbacks.

g oY 3ca18 T AT § 6 2026 A ISRO FT YgT AheT TaI9UT—371 37 RS F 90T &
ﬁﬁ%a’ma:rmﬁ?r,mzozlﬁuﬁw#ﬁvﬁmmm—arémﬁa:aﬁgm%n
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Why Australia’s music industry banned Al

music in chart listing

Australia’s ARIA has barred wholly Al-generated songs from its charts while allowing music made substantially by humans with Al assistance; the

move has intensified calls for transparent Al labelling and greater accountability from streaming platforms

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
ustralia’s music industry body
— the Australian Recording
Industry Association (ARIA) —
on August 25 banned songs

wholly made using Al, noting such tracks
will be ineligible for listing on its charts.
The announcement comes after the viral
fame of an Al remix of Madonna’s 1989
song ‘Like a Prayer,’ made by Australian
music producer and disc jockey Josh
Fawaz earlier this year. The Al song
enjoyed multiple weeks on the country’s
top 20 chart and ranked second on ARIA's
top 20 Australian singles chart, per AP. It
also scored over 23 million views on
YouTube.

The use of Al to compose the song was
not clearly disclosed initially, angering
listeners and musicians who want
synthetic music to be transparently
labelled.

‘Which songs are banned under the
new rules?
The industry body ARIA’s rules do not
ban outright the use of Al in music.
Neither does it have a zero-tolerance
policy for Al in art. Instead, the updated
code notes that a recording developed
with the help of Gen Al is eligible for
listing when it is “substantially human
made” and “raises no stream or chart
manipulation concerns.” This still leaves a
lot of room for artists to create music with
Generative Al tools.

In fact, ARIA CEO Annabelle Herd

To truly exclude Al-generated
music from human creations,
even casual listeners need a
reliable way to differentiate
between the two; for this
transparent labelling standards
are required across platforms

insisted that the chart listings should
evolve to “keep room for” artists already
using Al tools in their work.

“The ARIA Charts will always remain a
transparent measurement of the music
Australia consumes, but a chart that
rewards unlicensed Al output would
undercut the very basis of the recorded
music we exist to represent,” she said.

What penalties will users and
distributors face?

ARIA has stated that it may reject
ineligible recordings, apart from
excluding them and removing them from
charts whenever needed, adjusting chart
positions, withdrawing accreditations, or
rescinding its awards.

But when considering the global music
industry as a whole, there is not much
punitive action that original music artistes
and producers can take against users
making Al-generated versions of their
songs. The optics of a world-famous
singer suing a small creator over an Al
remix do not favour the true creators.

Instead, musical artistes and the
companies representing them have been
taking Al music generation platforms such

as Suno and Udio to court, accusing them
of using copyrighted works without
permission.

In late August, music publishers
including Sony Music Publishing and
Warner Chappell sued Anthropic, as well
as its co-founders Dario Amodei and
Benjamin Mann, alleging digital piracy
and the data harvesting of copyrighted
works.

Anthropic disagreed with the claims
and intends to defend itself in court,
reported TechCrunch.

Scraping copyrighted content to build
Al is still a grey area. However, the 2025
ruling against Anthropic in the authors’
lawsuit that ended in a landmark $1.5
billion settlement made one thing clear:
that U.S. courts may take a more serious
view of Al companies pirating
copyrighted content for Al development.

Will music platforms be held
accountable for AI?

To truly exclude Al-generated music from
human creations, even casual listeners
need a reliable way to differentiate
between the two at first glance. For this,
transparent labelling standards are

required across streaming platforms such
as Spotify and Apple Music.

Later this month, Spotify users can
expect to see “Al Persona” labels that
identify artists who were entirely created
with AL In addition to this, Spotify will
not include Al Personas in listeners’
editorial or algorithmic
recommendations.

The labels will depend on both
self-disclosure as well as the platform’s
own checking process. Users will also be
able to learn if the artist self-disclosed
their Al status, or if Spotify had to apply
the label.

While this label applies to Al artists, the
platform has features such as Al Credits
and SongDNA in order to understand if
specific tracks were created with Al

But more users are asking for ways to
filter Al-generated or Al-assisted music
entirely. A spike in unlabelled Al song
tracks on platforms such as Instagram
makes it difficult for creators to curate
background music for their videos and
photos. For example, art-based
businesses marketing handmade goods to
buyers can face flak over accidentally
using Al music in their Reels. Taking
down and re-uploading the Reel would
cost them views.

Challenges exist offline as well. Music
lovers and connoisseurs have complained
that Al soundtracks are seeping into more
public spaces, as commercial properties
such as stores and cafés err on the side of
caution by choosing generic Al music over
popular licensed tracks they may need to

pay for.

07S9. Why Australia’s music industry banned Al music in chart listing

Fireeforar & wofter 3eahr a a1 & Al Wofter & gehaey F¥a W ufaaer F3t e

e Australia’s music industry body — the Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) — on
August 25 banned songs wholly made using Al, noting such tracks will be ineligible for listing

on its charts.

Jireeforar & Hfid 353reT & Hars—Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA)—at
25 3T 1 G @ Al T 3URNT Fa& qaTC a7¢ fat o) gfcarer oo fear 3R wgr f 0 ot
3H& ITE H FhaeH fhT ST & 9T 7161 giet|

e The announcement comes after the viral fame of an Al remix of Madonna’s 1989 song ‘Like a
Prayer,” made by Australian music producer and disc jockey Josh Fawaz earlier this year.

Ig ©YoT e ferars T T 3K 3%k Silehr Josh Fawaz SaRT $& v & Qe37Td # &=l1T
3T Madonna & 1989 & 1 ‘Like a Prayer’ & Al mﬁwmﬁﬂﬁémﬁ%\l

e The Al song enjoyed multiple weeks on the country’s top 20 chart and ranked second on
ARIA’s top 20 Australian singles chart, per AP.

AP & 38R, 5 Al 3l o 21 o fid 20 1€ & &g TecTe faamv 3 ARIA & < 20 sifegfoams
[GEESEIMEE-GHE S IC RS RER

e |t also scored over 23 million views on YouTube.

gd YouTube W 2.3 F13 & 310 =t 81 fAel|
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The use of Al to compose the song was not clearly disclosed initially, angering listeners and
musicians who want synthetic music to be transparently labelled.

3T Y TE=AT 7 Al & ST T YR & TASC TG & YA AT Tohar argm o1, TFad 3 vl 3R
é?ﬂmmgaﬁm%ﬁ:@ﬂm#ﬁﬁamﬁaﬁwﬁmaﬁrml

Which songs are banned under the new rules?

AT gAY & dgd fhe Mal o yfaeer e T ?

The industry body ARIA’s rules do not ban outright the use of Al in music.
3T HIST ARIA F forarst ol 7 Al & 39T ax qof wfdaer 767 oem 8 |
Neither does it have a zero-tolerance policy for Al in art.

o 81 ell 3 Al % T gaehT a-afsorar Aifa &

Instead, the updated code notes that a recording developed with the help of Gen Al is eligible
for listing when it is “substantially human made” and “raises no stream or chart manipulation
concerns.”

$HF ToT, HETdT HigdT 7 el AT § o Gen Al it HeRIaT ¥ AR $Y 71§ Repifser gaitagy
fohT ST & fIT ur &, 519 9 “He&da: g gant faffa g 3k wder a1 are & 30 et 718
AT 3c9eeT T FIAT @I

This still leaves a lot of room for artists to create music with Generative Al tools.

S HelhRI & TIT Generative Al SUFROI & HIEIH  HINT Sedlel I TS J ST oAl ekl
gl

In fact, ARIA CEO Annabelle Herd insisted that the chart listings should evolve to “keep room
for” artists already using Al tools in their work.

aread #H, ARIA $T CEO Annabelle Herd & SR T o =1¢ Fiemior sqa® T 1 38 T
AT 8T T1fRT 3 37 FolrerRl & AT “TUTT TaT W@ Y Ugel T 379 T F Al STHIUT Sl
39T A TG &

“The ARIA Charts will always remain a transparent measurement of the music Australia
consumes, but a chart that rewards unlicensed Al output would undercut the very basis of the
recorded music we exist to represent,” she said.

3glel eT, “ARIA Charts gHRIT 3¢ TerdT ZaRT ol SiTet dTel Haflel 1 Ueh IR AT &1 6T,
ekt THT TTE ST T8 ATSEHE aTel Al HTSTYCT Y TED Il ¢, 38 RepISs HANT T #eT HaaT
FI & FHGR T 31, ST yfafafercg = & v gaART ¥aa &1

What penalties will users and distributors face?

3TARTRARIT 3R fAaw) FY fFa <&t F1 JHer Far g3

ARIA has stated that it may reject ineligible recordings, apart from excluding them and
removing them from charts whenever needed, adjusting chart positions, withdrawing
accreditations, or rescinding its awards.

ARIA 7 FgT & T a8 319 RFITET Y IFAFR FT ThdT § 3R FMaeTHhdr IS4 W 3o¢ I F
TTET Y T §eToY & 37eATdT, TTE 3 IoTeh TATAT Y FHARANTSIT T HehelT &, ACIAT aT9d of

Hehrdl § AT 9= EHR &G L FeelT

But when considering the global music industry as a whole, there is not much punitive action
that original music artistes and producers can take against users making Al-generated
versions of their songs.

oifeheT ATReeh TN ST T FHT T A WA §U, F HIN PelrehRT IR FAATAT 5 1 3797
Mt & Al-SITAT HERTT FoTTe T STANTRATIHT o FeCE GSTeateh PTG YA & Tl 3T
[EEIE R
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e The optics of a world-famous singer suing a small creator over an Al remix do not favour the
true creators.

el faeaw e Imareh @ Al QffsFe I e el BIC fAATAT IR Hehe T ol 1 e
AESfA® S Idfds TTATHRT & T6T H 6T S|

e Instead, musical artistes and the companies representing them have been taking Al music
generation platforms such as Suno and Udio to court, accusing them of using copyrighted
works without permission.

g% T, TN FelhR 3R 371 wfafafereg wa arely sufar Suno 3R Udio 31 Al Tefid-
TRHTOT ColehIAT Y 37eTered & of ST TET 8 3R 3oT 0X T9aT 17Ty HIARISE arelt TAAT3HT HT 39T
e ST ITRIT 91T LY & |

e In late August, music publishers including Sony Music Publishing and Warner Chappell sued
Anthropic, as well as its co-founders Dario Amodei and Benjamin Mann, alleging digital piracy
and the data harvesting of copyrighted works.

3TET & 31 H, Sony Music Publishing 3t Warner Chappell @fgd Tafra et o
Anthropic TUT 38 Hg-HEATIhT Dario Amodei 3R Benjamin Mann & fa%eEr fehesr e
fFar 3R 37 WX Reforeer arsddlt aur Frdirse arelt Ta=msit @ 37 U e &7 ITRT 37T

e Anthropic disagreed with the claims and intends to defend itself in court, reported
TechCrunch.

TechCrunch T RUIE & 38R, Anthropic & o 3RIAT ¥ IrAeAf STAT$ 3R 31eTeld & 3=
AT et T SGT ST ThaT g

e Scraping copyrighted content to build Al is still a grey area.
Al & TAHTOT & fT HIfRTEE arell ATt Y T FHIT 38 o Teh 3rETsE HTefalt 817 B

o However, the 2025 ruling against Anthropic in the authors’ lawsuit that ended in a landmark
$1.5 billion settlement made one thing clear: that U.S. courts may take a more serious view of
Al companies pirating copyrighted content for Al development.

gTclifeh, oI@ehl GaRT ST Hehed 7 2025 7 Anthropic ¥ faeer e arw haat, S 1.5 3/ sfer
& YA TS & A FATC 31T, A Teh STt T Y ) AN Jrarerdd Al fawra & fow
FIIRTZE arel G i G FI= areY Al Fafaa) Y 30 ssfiar @ & gt §

Will music platforms be held accountable for Al?

FIAT TN CATHIF Al ¥ fIT STAEE SeIT SATTaI?

e To truly exclude Al-generated music from human creations, even casual listeners need a
reliable way to differentiate between the two at first glance.

Al-sifaa @afia ot ArTa-AfAT a3t & areda & 37691 W & T, araEea siarit & & gger
TR A alAT & 91T fATHAT G A 3 FI FT ddFT AR

e For this, transparent labelling standards are required across streaming platforms such as
Spotify and Apple Music.

zaa faIT Spotify 3R Apple Music S TR corewiAfr 9X areelt dafeiar Areeh! Hr
ELTHAT R |

o Later this month, Spotify users can expect to see “Al Persona” labels that identify artists who
were entirely created with Al.

g AL & 370 H, Spotify STANTHATIT &Y “Al Persona” ddel GETS &t &hr 3FHIE §, ST 37
SellhRT T gl hial foloe I e Al SaNT ST AT 8 |

¢ In addition to this, Spotify will not include Al Personas in listeners’ editorial or algorithmic

recommendations.
g8 TR, Spotify AT T HUTGHIT AT TR AT ITeraIait 7 Al Personas T Qmfder
T AT
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The labels will depend on both self-disclosure as well as the platform’s own checking process.
T Il FT-YHEIRIOT 3R Tolchid T AT Sird ITshaT, gleir X fTeR giaT|

Users will also be able to learn if the artist self-disclosed their Al status, or if Spotify had to
apply the label.

3YAaTehcll Ig 87 SITeT Hehal foh ShellehR o T 319=it Al Ry &1 gemar foham ar a1 Spotify
g oIeoT SfaTTeT 37|

While this label applies to Al artists, the platform has features such as Al Credits and
SongDNA in order to understand if specific tracks were created with Al.

STEl TG el Al FATHRI I oIl BIcTT &, T6T CoIchi# o 91 Al Credits 3T SongDNA St
grauT? o §, a1fer Ig o o S & & faflrse g Al 1 @grarar & =T aTw 3 ar e

But more users are asking for ways to filter Al-generated or Al-assisted music entirely.
Akt 31fReh & 31T IUANTHAT Al-Sifere I Al-werfa weftar #t 7t A fheet F1a & alist
T AT I IE &

A spike in unlabelled Al song tracks on platforms such as Instagram makes it difficult for
creators to curate background music for their videos and photos.

Instagram SI¥ TlchiAT TR faaT daer arer Al #al & geft ¥ WAt & fow sraer difsar 3ik
TEART & TSI I ohT T AT hidel &1 STl ¢ |

For example, art-based businesses marketing handmade goods to buyers can face flak over
accidentally using Al music in their Reels.

3eTeR0T & ToIT, oA ae3il 1 Ao et drel FHell-3menid sqaaral I 379 Reels &
AT T Al FITT T ITTNIT et G STAIAT ST ATHAT AT IS ThelT g |

Taking down and re-uploading the Reel would cost them views.

Reel T §Teh ISRT TS el A 3og oGl T HuTT BT |

Challenges exist offline as well.

sitwansger ar # sft gelfaat A €

Music lovers and connoisseurs have complained that Al soundtracks are seeping into more

public spaces, as commercial properties such as stores and cafés err on the side of caution
by choosing generic Al music over popular licensed tracks they may need to pay for.

Fafia 9fT 3R aRfET & Rierad Hr § 76 Al aEses 30F adefas e F y3er HT R &,
ToIT 35¢ $JITCATeT AT IS HehclT 8, o I AHT Al FHld T € &

Bhutan leads Southeast Asia region in eliminating rabies

CHENNAI

Bhutan has become the
first country in the World
Health Organization’s
Southeast Asia region to
eliminate dog-transmitted
rabies as a public health
problem. The WHO, on Sa-
turday, validated Bhutan’s
achievement. The moun-
tain kingdom’s last rabies
death was in June 2023.
Rabies is a viral disease
that is almost always fatal if
clinical symptoms appear.
It is estimated that rabies
still claims the lives of ap-
proximately 59,000 peo-
ple each year, with a third
of these fatalities occurring
in India, where it remains a

huge problem with local
bodies failing at animal
birth control and vaccina-
tion programmes.

The disease is endemic
throughout the country ex-
cept for the Andaman and
Nicobar and Lakshadweep
Islands, and cases are re-
ported from all over the
country, the year round.
About 96% of the mortality
and morbidity is associat-
ed with dog bites.

Target for 2030

The National Rabies Con-
trol Programme aims to re-
duce mortality from rabies
among human beings and
progressively achieve the
target of bringing rabies
deaths to zero by 2030.

| B = 4
Rabies is almost always fatal if
clinical symptoms appear.

In a message shared on
the WHO website, its Direc-
tor-General, Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus, con-
gratulated Bhutan “which
is another step towards our
goal to end human deaths
from dog-transmitted ra-
bies by 2030”.

He further noted the in-
terventions that made the

success possible: “Bhu-
tan’s success shows that
the health of humans, ani-
mals and the environment
we share is inextricably
linked. By uniting health
workers,  veterinarians,
and communities, Bhutan
has shown that the fight
against rabies is won not in
silos, but through solidari-
ty across all sectors.”

Two-pronged strategy

WHO validation recognises
that a country has eliminat-
ed dog-transmitted human
rabies and consequently
through the absence of hu-
man deaths from the dis-
ease for at least two years,
while demonstrating the
capacity to prevent trans-

mission from re-emerging.
Rabies deaths are pre-
ventable. A two-pronged
strategy is advocated glo-
bally — vaccinating dogs to
curb the disease at source,
and using post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP) after a
bite. PEP consists of tho-
roughly washing the bite
area with water and soap,
administering a full course
of human rabies vaccine,
and whenever necessary,
rabies immunoglobulins.
Nilesh Buddha, Officer-
in-Charge, WHO South-
East Asia Region, compli-
mented the country: “The
dedication of health work-
ers, veterinary profession-
als and De-suung volun-
teers known as ‘Guardians

of Peace’ helped take dog
vaccination,  population
management and com-
munity awareness to every
part of the country.”

A strong collaboration
was initiated between the
Ministries of Health and
the Agriculture and Lives-
tock, together with partn-
ers, local governments and
communities, united
through a One Health ap-
proach, Bhutan’s Health
Ministry ~ sources  ex-
plained. Continued access
to PEP, mass dog vaccina-
tion, dog population man-
agement, community en-

gagement and
strengthened surveillance
marked the country’s
programme.
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07S9. Bhutan leads Southeast Asiaregion in eliminating rabies

3Tl o YalieT Sea7eret A Sfavor-qd R & & Aqea R

Bhutan has become the first country in the World Health Organization’s Southeast Asia
region to eliminate dog-transmitted rabies as a public health problem.

$eTeT fared Tareey Warao & STaYoT-qd TRIAT 81 T Tl 237§ 9T & Torae el & thefed arel
ST F FIdSATAS AT FATAT & FT F JATCT F AT B

The WHO, on Saturday, validated Bhutan’s achievement.

WHO & IfeldR &1 $1eTeT T 58 3T ey Y gAIora fha|

The mountain kingdom'’s last rabies death was in June 2023.

S8 YA & F W&ot & 3T 7y ST 2023 :ﬁrgézﬁl

Rabies is a viral disease that is almost always fatal if clinical symptoms appear.
YIS T faroTSTfae AT &, St AeTioteh STATOT Yehe glet TR SIS GARI leleh 81T & |

It is estimated that rabies still claims the lives of approximately 59,000 people each year, with
a third of these fatalities occurring in India, where it remains a huge problem with local bodies
failing at animal birth control and vaccination programmes.

37T & T Yaitor & 378 8 Tedeh @ ofeTsyer 59,000 WY Y FF el &, feTet T vep-fovers
HIT #7T A §Ief &, STeT 7§ 379 oY Toh St FAEAT ST % & AR TR Ay ag) oot foyeror
JUT ERTHTOT FIEFHAT 7 [THT 7 B

The disease is endemic throughout the country except for the Andaman and Nicobar and
Lakshadweep Islands, and cases are reported from all over the country, the year round.

3731 3R AR TUT aTedIT SdIaaeg &I BISH Jg UeT W 32 7 T ¢ R R av e
& gt Real & s AFe e 3 B
About 96% of the mortality and morbidity is associated with dog bites.

ST 96% Feg I FITAT Il & Hieat T HTed &

Target for 2030
2030 &I &

The National Rabies Control Programme aims to reduce mortality from rabies among human
beings and progressively achieve the target of bringing rabies deaths to zero by 2030.

SRy YalieT fAA=0T FTRIHH T 3T HeIsdT H L&Ist A g1 aTell Hog 3l &hal a1 3R HiAD
&G H 2030 dF J&ter F gt aTell Rial Y e T T T UTecd AT &

In a message shared on the WHO website, its Director-General, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, congratulated Bhutan “which is another step towards our goal to end human
deaths from dog-transmitted rabies by 2030”.

WHO &I dga18e O |13 fhU 37T Uk H2r & 38 FAglielgelsd Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus & $eTe T q4T$ &1 31X &gl 3 I§ “2030 aF Fal A trefet arer Ydier & glet arelt
AT AlGT FY TATCT FI F AR & Y 2 & v 3 Fga” B

He further noted the interventions that made the success possible: “Bhutan’s success shows
that the health of humans, animals and the environment we share is inextricably linked.

gl 31T 3T 3UTAT T Soord fehaT T8 Tg HheldT HHT g5 “HETT $T Therell Geitel ¢
FoTsa, a3t 3R EAR WIAT THTAT FT FARLT HANTTT T F 3T TR

By uniting health workers, veterinarians, and communities, Bhutan has shown that the fight
against rabies is won not in silos, but through solidarity across all sectors.”

TaTeey A, qe) FRfhcasht 3R TR I Tehole e 37ei & fewmar § o (e & favey
SIS Jrerer-3rerer axat F o7dh, afew Wl & & e varerear & Arews § S STt 81
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Two-pronged strategy

ar-3marHt TorEshfa

WHO validation recognises that a country has eliminated dog-transmitted human rabies and
consequently through the absence of human deaths from the disease for at least two years,
while demonstrating the capacity to prevent transmission from re-emerging.

WHO T JHTOTRI0T Tg ATl Sl & foh Fohdll &2r o Fall @ Yeret arel Alerd Jellr 1 FAICT ]
feram & 3R AROTHETET ot & i & IuT ceh 5 9T A AleAd e 761 €% &, T & I§ TehaTor
o Gof: 38R § Uehed T &7 3 T I T 8

Rabies deaths are preventable.

Wier & @ arelt wia &Y QT ST AHAT R

A two-pronged strategy is advocated globally — vaccinating dogs to curb the disease at
source, and using post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) after a bite.

3Rge TaT IR ar-3marHY WA 3791 Y gehreld i STt —eT & Jid WX g faRa :a &
TorT it T SIhTehioT iTelT AR I ST o ST GFe-TFHAIeR ibefFad (PEP) HT 39T

EXGII

PEP consists of thoroughly washing the bite area with water and soap, administering a full
course of human rabies vaccine, and whenever necessary, rabies immunoglobulins.

PEP # &< 3T TUTT 1 9Telt AN AT F 3redY e U, AleTd Y&iieT derdiled bt O I ST R

3T ehdl TS TR YalieT gFgaArTalg fare et il &

Nilesh Buddha, Officer in-Charge, WHO South East Asia Region, complimented the country:
“The dedication of health workers, veterinary professionals and De-suung volunteers known
as ‘Guardians of Peace’ helped take dog vaccination, population management and
community awareness to every part of the country.”

WHO &f&Tor-od TR & o gl HTUHRY Nilesh Buddha =¥ &7 Y TRIgT hic §U Fe:
“TAELY HiFET, T3] R IR 3R ‘Guardians of Peace’ & T # SiTel STt aTal De-
suung FEAREHT o GHAUT o Fiell o EIhThOT, SoTehl JTETET o Tl 3R AT Ieh STEEehel
a#é%r*qmma%qg’aﬁﬁwaﬁrl"

A strong collaboration was initiated between the Ministries of Health and the Agriculture and
Livestock, together with partners, local governments and communities, united through a One
Health approach, Bhutan’s Health Ministry sources explained.

$TCTeT & T FHATS oh A o SATIT oh FARL U1 ¥ v geue HArerdl & Sier Aiend,
TUTAT TART 3R TR & 1Y HsTgd HeNT T {3 3141, Sit One Health gieeahIor &
HIEIH § TholC §U

Continued access to PEP, mass dog vaccination, dog population management, community
engagement and strengthened surveillance marked the country’s programme.

PEP o e ugd, a3 Ya7ret o Freil 1 EIHTeh0T, Fell Y ATETEN 1 et FIHEASH
Feanorar AR oo et der & srisha T yew faAvart &

PCS Special: | 07 September

07S9 | 18 centuries: tracing Smriti Mandhana’s journey to the top

18 rceh: T FUTaT Ay ofid o Ay AT F HAF faawor

07S9 | In Uttar Pradesh, a language of loss

3AT A A, 80T Y T HTST
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18 centuries: tracing Smriti Mandhana's journey to the top

With her record-breaking century at the Asia Cup, Smrriti Mandhana surpassed Mithali Raj to become the highest run scorer in women's international cricket

| DATA POINT |

Devyanshi Bihani

hen Smriti Mandhana

scored her 18th inter-

national century
against Hong Kong at the Women’s
T20 Asia Cup in Dubai on Septem-
ber 3 — in just 57 balls — she seta
new record for scoring the highest
number of centuries in women’s
international cricket across all for-
mats. That was not the only record
she broke in that match.

By the time she was run out for
124, she had overtaken her former
captain Mithali Raj to become the
highest run-scorer in women’s in-
ternational cricket. She had taken
her career tally to 10,880 runs, 12
more than Mithali’s record of
10,868. Her score was also the
highest in the history of the Wo-
men’s T20 Asia Cup, surpassing
Chamari Athapaththu’s 119 not out
from 2024.

Her seven sixes took her career
tally to 95, making her the leading
six-hitter for India in women’s
T20Is and the fourth-highest in the
world. Smriti also became the first
Indian woman to score more than
one century in the T20 format,
and while doing so, she equalled
Mithali’s record of 93 fifty-plus
scores in international cricket

Mandhana's ~ century-making
was a slow burn before it became a
sprint. Her international career
began with a T20 match against
Bangladesh in April 2013, three
months before she turned 17. She
waited for three years to taste her
first century, in her 32nd interna-
tional innings in 2016 against Aus-
tralia. But it took 115 more innings
and five years to reach her fifth,
and another 92 innings to get to 10.
Then, the sprint started. Ten of
her 18 centuries came within the
last two years, and at a notably
higher strike rate (Chart 1).

Winning streak
That acceleration becomes even
more striking when compared

with the other top five century-
makers. Australia’s Meg Lanning
reached 10 hundreds in 123 in-
nings, just about half the number
of 239 innings that Smriti took to
score hers. All the other four
crossed the milestone of 10 before
their 200th innings. In contrast,
Smriti’s performance has soared
after she crossed her 200th (Chart
2). Of Smriti’s 18 centuries, 14
came from ODIs, two in Tests and
two in T20Is.

In ODIs, she has scored 5,411
runs with an average of 47.88.In 16
Test innings, she scored 788 with
an average of 52.53 and in 167 T201
innings, she scored 4,681 runs with
an average of 30.65. Across all
three formats, she has 10,880
runs, 75 fifties and an average of
38.86, showing that her record is
built on consistency as much as
several spectacular peaks.

Moreover, the pace at which she
has accumulated her runs really
sets her apart.

While she had already become
the fastest woman to reach 10,000
runs in just 281 innings, she has
now become the highest run scor-
er in 303 international innings —
fewer than the other four players
with more than 10,000 runs, all of
whom, except Stafanie Taylor, are
now retired from international
cricket (Chart 3).

This pace is reflected in how
Smriti clearly stands out with her
overall strike rate of 99.57. It is
nearly 10 points higher than Suzie,
the next fastest among the five.
Batting average is the only indica-
tor where she lags among the five,
but that too only against her com-
patriot and inspiration Mithali
(Chart 4). She is in the same
league as the other three.

A few years back, she had said
that her mother taught her to per-
severe — “to go on till reaching the
top”. Smriti had also said that she
wanted to be the best batter in the
world. At just 30, she may have al-
ready realised that ambition. But,
as she said in the press conference
after her records-breaking Hong
Kong match, “it is just the start”.

Gearing up for higher peaks

The data for the charts were sourced from Statsguru, the searchable cricket
statistics database available at ericinfo.com. All the figures are as of September 4,
2026, when the data was collected

CHART 1: Ten of Smriti's 18 centuries came in the last two years, Her centuries
have also been accompanied by a higher strike rate

1984 1o3¢
Format @ ODI @ Test @ T201 o ®
180.6 @
5.3
2.1
H s 0 100 1034 »
@ 935 - 82
=p h
T
& q
58.8
Feb5 Jun29  Jan24 Sep 30 Marl2 Jun 28 Sep3
2016 2017 2019 2021 2022 2024 2026

CHART 2: Most of the centuries of the other top scorers came before their 200th
innings. Smriti became prolific after crossing her 200th
Each dot represents a century @ 0Dl @ Test @ T201
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CHART 4: Smriti took fewer innings to become the top scorer with a higher strike
rate while Mithali holds the highest average
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CHART 3: Smriti’s innings, runs,
centuries, and fifties, in comparison
with the other four players who have
scored over 10,000 runs in women’s
international cricket
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07S9. 18 centuries: tracing Smriti Mandhana’s journey to the top

18 erceh: T HUTT $T oW T I H1 wfAw f@aor

When Smriti Mandhana scored her 18th international century against Hong Kong at the
Women’s T20 Asia Cup in Dubai on September 3 — in just 57 balls — she set a new record
for scoring the highest number of centuries in women'’s international cricket across all formats.

SIS T FHUTAT F 3 AT Y gu7$ & Afgell T20 TRIAT T H gioTehiaT o [aves sharel 57 el &
37T 18T AL AqF TATT, ol Segist Afgell FAWTSE fohhe & Faf Teal 3 FaTe

NREEGIGEIGEIRECIER =S IEGRE R

That was not the only record she broke in that match.
39 #T H 3egiel shadl TgT Ueh Nl aTar disT|

By the time she was run out for 124, she had overtaken her former captain Mithali Raj to
become the highest run-scorer in women’s international cricket.
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ST F 124 IoT I T 313C g, T b Iogied 37l Id Hecllod AT et T N SIgehs Afererm
HAWSE e 7 Waiflre T a1 arelt e o1 Tt g1fdyer 2 forar 2|

She had taken her career tally to 10,880 runs, 12 more than Mithali’s record of 10,868.
3egleY 37T HRAT & Pl AT HT HEAT 10,880 T Tgam & &Y, SiY AT 3 10,868 I+t & Repis
¥ 12 W& AfF B

Her score was also the highest in the history of the Women’s T20 Asia Cup, surpassing
Chamari Athapaththu’s 119 not out from 2024.

31T TR Afgelr T20 TfRam & & sfagra 7 off waiftr @1, fowe 2024 7 TA 3redee &
TG 119 T & Reprs ot i o3 |

Her seven sixes took her career tally to 95, making her the leading six-hitter for India in
women’s T20ls and the fourth-highest in the world.

3eAch AT BFdT o 3edch PRI H TFhl I FEAT 95 ?—Wt@“’?ﬁa, S ag Afger T201 7 9RA &
forT FaifRreh Sreh ofTTed el fResY 3R faea & 9t worter o wgwr a1

Smriti also became the first Indian woman to score more than one century in the T20 format,
and while doing so, she equalled Mithali’s record of 93 fifty-plus scores in international cricket.

TS T20 ITET 3 Tk § 3P AT ToATod dTell Tgrell HRATT A 87 5 975 AR T A g
3egiel AWRTSET Tohche 3 fATTET & 93 TUTH-CaH ThR & Repls ST sRIaT T o
Mandhana’s century-making was a slow burn before it became a sprint.

HUTSAT & QAcleh Selled ol AT il Tehsel § Tgel Hi#AT arfer & 31mer 727l

Her international career began with a T20 match against Bangladesh in April 2013, three
months before she turned 17.

3eTeh JCRASET R T QL3 3ol 2013 H TTAG & faTets Teh 720 ﬁzrﬁg‘s‘,aam
17 9 F g F T 7= AT |

She waited for three years to taste her first century, in her 32nd international innings in 2016
against Australia.

3ogiel 39T TGl Adh Tellel o [l clled TN TlTeT F, ST 3ogist 2016 # Jreeiorr & favey
319e1T 324t IARTSET IR F S|

But it took 115 more innings and five years to reach her fifth, and another 92 innings to get to
10.

QifeheT GTardl QUcieh sioflel # 3 115 3R ATREAT 2T 91 T w031 AR 10 ATl T Tga H 3og
g% a1 92 3R TRt ot

Then, the sprint started.

S TG A el FTER YE g3

Ten of her 18 centuries came within the last two years, and at a notably higher strike rate
(Chart 1).

3oToh 18 H I 10 e ot aY aut 7 310 3R 50 SR1eT 37T TS T eallelI T ¥ F 3TH
TET (T@e 1)1

Winning streak
AR THeldT HT &R

That acceleration becomes even more striking when compared with the other top five century
makers.

317 SN i Qe Fellel ATl AT & Joledl adel UX TE it AR 8 SeoEeia g1 S B

Australia’s Meg Lanning reached 10 hundreds in 123 innings, just about half the number of
239 innings that Smriti took to score hers.

e ToraT st Aar eifiar & 123 aIRET # 10 e AT, ST T GarT 10 2Acish STt H 7T 239
aifat Y srerster 3mef HEAT B
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All the other four crossed the milestone of 10 before their 200th innings.

3T IR T&enf3at o 3r9eit 2004t 9t F ggat 10 2Rl I 9SId IR & foram Tl

In contrast, Smriti’'s performance has soared after she crossed her 200th (Chart 2).
g8 Taoid, TTc T TaeieT 3e1eht 2004t 9 IR 3 & a7g dlolt & 3R (A€ 2)|
Of Smiriti’s 18 centuries, 14 came from ODIs, two in Tests and two in T20ls.
AT & 18 ucehl A § 14 ga18, a ¢&e 3 ar 7201 & 3MTE]

In ODIs, she has scored 5,411 runs with an average of 47.88.

T8 H 3ogiat 5,411 T IATC § 31 37erT 39T 47.88 §1

In 16 Test innings, she scored 788 with an average of 52.53 and in 167 T20I innings, she
scored 4,681 runs with an average of 30.65.

16 ¥ gAY 7 37gieY 788 To7 91T &, foras 3atenr 3 52.53 &, 31T 167 T201 gkt # segisr
4,681 T ST &, TI@e 3+7ahr 31 30.65 &1

Across all three formats, she has 10,880 runs, 75 fifties and an average of 38.86, showing
that her record is built on consistency as much as several spectacular peaks.

AT uTRt 7 3e7h AT 10,880 I, 75 3referde 31X 38.86 FT 3itwa &, St g TAT & o 3oTehT Repls
F3 ATACR ST & TTY-ATY FoRaRdr X &Y 3menRa g

Moreover, the pace at which she has accumulated her runs really sets her apart.

g 37T, o a1 A 37eiet T 910 §, 98 aedd & 3¢ 31 RASar ¥ 376l dlcl g

While she had already become the fastest woman to reach 10,000 runs in just 281 innings,
she has now become the highest run scorer in 303 international innings — fewer than the
other four players with more than 10,000 runs, all of whom, except Stafanie Taylor, are now
retired from international cricket (Chart 3).

STl 9 Teel &1 chefel 281 IRET & 10,000 I eh TgTI=T aTell FedY oot Hfgrell ST b 2ff, et 317
g 303 IARTSET qTiRAT & Ta1f&es T deATet drell feTsT o IS § — ITg 10,000 & 31
Fellet aTell 3T IR [@enfsar & aIRAT 8 i &, eAH Thedl Tok Tl BIsHT Tl 31

AR fohehe & Heatl o el € (ATE 3) |

This pace is reflected in how Smriti clearly stands out with her overall strike rate of 99.57.

Ig 91T 38 a1 & o aRefET giell & o TfcY 99.57 & Taar Femea I& & WY ¥ &9 8 Hay
37erT fewrs S gl

It is nearly 10 points higher than Suzie, the next fastest among the five.
IE Tl 7 3T HaH Aot T@TSY Holl & STarstar 10 37 3rfea &

Batting average is the only indicator where she lags among the five, but that too only against
her compatriot and inspiration Mithali (Chart 4).

ToodTell 3T THATT UVIT bl ¢ Torgel a8 ST ardl & a1 91 &, ifched T oY dhael 319y
gHgde AR Ao fAareh @ fS § (@ 4)|

She is in the same league as the other three.

I8 3T el TRl & waeret

A few years back, she had said that her mother taught her to persevere — “to go on till
reaching the top”.

wﬁmﬁﬁmm%mﬁﬁﬁwﬁmmm—“%ﬁ&a%q—g”'aﬁaawm
o @ — Fr drg &y o1

Smriti had also said that she wanted to be the best batter in the world.

T o T 8 gt AT o 9 g Y FEASS Tealarsr Sefall gt At

At just 30, she may have already realised that ambition.

eharel 30 I T 3G &, HeTdT: 3rgiel 3T 3H AgeaThial I Tgal & AHR I T g

But, as she said in the press conference after her records-breaking Hong Kong match, “it is
just the start”.
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In Uttar Pradesh,
a language of loss

of poetry and Ime. an

Charbagh railway station, in
Lucknow, with signage in
three languages, including
Urdu. SANDEEP SAXENA

S, bmmes\l vadedme \la\nnk l\umar finds that amid shifting government

hard on a task he has been doing for de-
cades, something muscle memory
would have carried him through.

Nacem rented a 120-or-so-square-foot space
five months ago, at Lucknow’s bustling Nakhas
Chauraha, to relocate his bookshop, Danish Ma-
hal, from Aminabad. At Nakhas Chauraha,
crowds, traffic, and noise overwhelm the sen:
and his bookstore stands cheek by jowl with pl
tic buckets and synthetic suits. Aminabad was
where Urdu lovers from across the city gathered,
and the air was once filled with spices and the
shops with chikankari embroidery.

“Iam not able to generate a profit, but | want to
keep my family’s love alive. The only option was
shifting here,” says Naeem, adding that the rent is
far lower here.

Danish Mahal has been synonymous with Urdu
literature and language in Lucknow, and for over
85 years was a refuge for poets, scholars, writers,
and intellectuals. The bookstore moved to its new
location in December 2025, but has been opera-
tional since 1939, “From the beginning our

kshop was located in Aminabad. Urdu lovers
from across the city would gather to buy books
and discuss them over cups of tea, but rising book
costs and decreasing profit forced us to close
there,” says Naeem, who graduated in Urdu Liter-
ature from Lucknow University.

Urdu is Uttar Pradesh’s second official lan-
guage, but even from the 2001 Census to the 2011
count, the number of Urdu speakers who selected
it as their mu(her tongue dropped from 12.1 mil-
lion to 10.9 million. Naeem and his son themselves
converse in Hindi.

Lucknow’s Awadhi traditions, built from the
18th Century onwards, with the fracturing of the
Mughal empire, are defined by rehzeeb, roughly
translating to a culture based on the arts and re-
finement. ‘Pehle aap (you firs), often parodied in
Hindi movies, is the philosophy of humility em-
bedded within everyday Urdu conversation.

Across Lucknow, advertising in Urdu is absent,
and public messaging is mostly in Hindi. The paint
of the few murals with Urdu lettering is peeling.

Lucknow residents say that in a post-Babri Mas-
jid Uttar Pradesh, a narrative of Urdu associated
with Muslim conquerors from a distant land, is be-
ing built.

aeem Ahmed, 58, stands on a stool ar-
N raning books. He focusses unusually

The Urdu disconnect
“My father, Naseem Ahmed, started the shop and
spent over 70 years serving Urdu lovers. He man-
aged to make ends meet; I hope I can do the
same;” Nacem says,slowly. He laments tht Urdu

pactis

on bool.shu ps.

“Iwas paying 218,000 a month as rent, but over
the past seven years, | have not been able to make
that. How lnng\ull Isuffer losses,” he asks, as if of

book business, a fail-
ing tamnly »emum and a hnguage that is slowly
being eroded. “At least five prominent Urdu book
shops have closed in Lucknow over the past de-
cade. None of them was able to make a profi.”

Sensing the volatility of the market, the limited
use of Urdu in daily discourse, and a government
whose support of the language has been dwin-
dling, he advised his son, Nabil Ahmed, 25, to

ee

From the
beginning
our
bookshop
was located
in Aminabad
(in
Lucknow).
Urdu lovers
fromacross
the city
would
gather to
buy books
and discuss
them over
cups of tea,
but rising
book costs
and
decreasing
profit forced
ustoclose
there
NAEEM

Proprietor,

choose another trade. “My son holds an MBA de-
gree and is running a garment shop. I can’t ask
him to enter a loss-making business,” says Naeem,
whose son's shop is next door.

About three kilometres from Nakhas Chauraha
is the Dargah Hazrat Abbas, built in the late 1800s.
Faiz Baqir runs RB collection, a garment shop
where he sells sherwanis and salwar-suits.

“I have an MA degree in Urdu from Lucknow
University, but there are no jobs in the market for
us. The only option is to sit for NET (National Elig-
lity Test) and JRF (Junior Research Fellow-
ship),” he says. These provide entryways into an
Assistant Professor job and PhD admissions in un-
iversities, respectively. “But even if we pass, there
are so many applicants for a job,” says Baqir.

Before 2010, he adds, there used to be a good
number of Urdu translator jobs in multiple go-
vernment departments. "It used to be a major at-
traction, but with modern digital methods of tran-
slation, opportunities have diminished,” he says,
adding that this has disconnected a new genera-
tion of job seekers from Urdu.

AtBagir's shop, Asad Rizvi, in his 40s, sits on a
plastic chair, sipping tea. A Lucknow local and
freelance journalist, he says the government ne-
glects Urdu in multiple ways.

“Urdu newspapers are closing across U.P. |
have seen five newspapers shut because the go-
vernment stopped advertising in them or just kept
advertising to the minimum,” he says, vocalising
the pain of many locally-circulated newspapers
dependent on government advertising, because
large corporate houses choose national brands to
place ads. Rizvi says it is local newspapers that are
living textbooks for people, because they give
both hyper-local news and an opportunity to im-
prove language.

Rizvi holds forth on how Urdu journalism
played a partin India’s struggle for independence.
Maulvi Muhammad Bagir, who founded and edit-
ed the Dethi Urdu Akhbar in the 1850s, was one of
the pioneers of Urdu journalism. “His newspaper
reported on the events in Delhi in 1857 (during the
first war of Independence). The British saw it as
being sympathetic to the rebels. After the British
recaptured Delhi, he was arrested,” says Rizvi, a
raconteur.

“On September 16 that year, he was executed

by a firing squad on the orders of a British officer.
He is remembered as the first journalist in India to
be executed for his journalism,” Rizvi ends, with a
flourish.

Education suffers

Anees Ashfaq, a former head of Urdu Department
in Lucknow University, sits surrounded by many
Urdu books in his library at home. He says the
beauty of Urdu is in its syncretism. Urdu evolved
in the Gangetic plains during the eras of the Delhi
Sultanate and the Mughal Empire, between the
12th and 19th Centuries. It is a linguistic amalga-
mation of local dialects derived from Prakrit, such
as Khari Boli and Braj Bhasha, incorporating Per-
sian, Arabic, and Turkic vocabulary. “The region
that s now Uttar Pradesh played a pivotal role in
shaping its grammar, enhancing s lterature, and
establishing its cultural institutions,” says Ashfaq.

The spoken variants were initially known as
Hindvi, Hindustani, or Rekhta, before evolving in-
to the standardised form of Urdu. 11\0 daily ex-
changes between local communiti adminis-
trative courts in northern India solidified its status
as the prevalent lingua franca.

Now, Lucknow University is ncing a de-
cline in student enrolment within its Urdu Depart-
ment. For MA Urdu in the current academic ses-
sion, 2026-27, there are only 65 students in a
course where 120 seats are available.

This is a steep drop from previous decades
when the university had to increase seats to meet

igh demand.

A 20-minute auto ride from Dargah Hazrat Ab-
bas leads to the Uttar Pradesh Urdu Akademi. Set
up in 1972 to promote l/rdu‘ the academy now
chooses not to speak - in any las

The Secretary did not take calls, respond to
‘messages, or answer an email. There has been no
Executive Committee for almost three years now,
says local Hindi media.

Lucknow residents say some of the academy’s
regular activities, like book publishing, library op-
erations, and Urdu coaching, are still on-going,
though not in the robust way they were once
conducted.

Some major initiatives, like annually honouring
Urdu writers, poets, and journalists have been sus-
pended. Staff shortages have also become a major

problem. While the Academy previously em-
ployed 54 employees, this number has now dwin-

dled to just 18. Most employees have retired, and _

new recruitment is not happening.

“The Executive Committee has the authority to
recommend staff requirements to the State go-
vernment,” says Mumtaz Ahmed, an accountant
of the Urdu Akademi. Until a committee is formed,
the recruitment process cannot begin. The minor-
ity welfare department is in charge of appointing
the committee.

Naeem, from Danish Mahal bookstore, says the
academy, which used to purchase books regularly
from the shop, has not placed any order for almost
adecade now.

Booksellers say that until about a decade ago,
they stocked Urdu books from Pakistani writers,
but they stopped sourcing these fearing that any
contact with people from across the border would
bring them trouble.

Structural and elementary issue

Urdu language prupunenb and Lucknow resi-
dents say thecrisis of Urdu is structural, as the lan-
guage is not utilised as a medium of instruction in
mainstream schools. However, it is on both the
Central Board of Secondary Education’s list of first
languages, as well as on the Uttar Pradesh educa-
tion board’s medium through which education
can be imparted.

“Urdu is often regarded as a secondary lan-
guage due to the lack of trained teachers. In urban
and elite education institutions, English prevails,
while rural and government schools emphasize
Hindi along with English,” says Tariq Qamar, 51,
‘who writes Urdu poetry and participates in liter-
ary events around the country.

Urdu is both spoken and taught in madrasas,
but over 7,000 recognised madrasas in U.P. have
not received funds from the government for over
six years. The government has also not paid the
honorarium to teachers, some of whom impart
Urdu education.

“Those teachi ibjects also give eds
cation to pupils on Islamic subjects and Urdu. Ma-
ny of these madrasas survived for years on these
grants paid to teachers. With no grant, these
teachers are not motivated to impart quality edu-
cation, ultimately harming Urdu and other tradi-
tional languages like Arabic,” said Shahid Ali, a
teacher who teaches Social Science along with Ur-
du and Arabic.

On August 5, 2026, the Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister linked madrasas with terrorism.
Rizvi links the crisis of Urdu with the situation of
Muslims in the political discourse: “Sadly Urdu is
connected with the religious and ethnic identity of
Muslims, which has led to its marginalization in In-
dia” He adds that as English becomes more preva-
lent, Urdu literature and the cultural experiences
that go wﬂh it, such as mush: performances,
ing relevance for the youth.
say literature and language
ipt to connect with the youth.
“The language must evolve to include science,
technology, environment, and social sciences. On-
Iy then will the youth want to learn or engage with
Urdu,” Bagir says.

mayank kumar
@thehindu.co.in

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id

Contact Number :
Website : patrioticias.in

info@patrioticias.in
9971932488

Page47



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

07S9. In Uttar Pradesh, a language of loss
3T UG H, 8107 T T HIET

¢ Naeem Ahmed, 58, stands on a stool arranging books.
Tacem Ahmed, 58, Teh ToT I W3 Bl fhdTal sqaieyd Y 38 &

o He focuses unusually hard on a task he has been doing for decades, something muscle
memory would have carried him through.

a6 3H A W IHAAT T § fUF eI Hied a2 @ 8, [0 I8 qerdt § 3 30 @ 8, var
A TSI WHAI: Selehl ol e ITaA-3TT 9T HY il |

e Naeem rented a 120-or-so-square-foot space five months ago, at Lucknow’s bustling Nakhas
Chauraha, to relocate his bookshop, Danish Mahal, from Aminabad.

ASH o G HEIeA TEol oIGeTS oh cqEcl AW TRIGT I 3181 120 9T e T STaTg fahirw o e,
e 319aTT fecTTall Y gehlet ETRT HE 1 IEEIE & AT TUTATA R Y Feh |

e At Nakhas Chauraha, crowds, traffic, and noise overwhelm the senses, and his bookstore
stands cheek by jowl with plastic buckets and synthetic suits.

@ TRTg 9 83, AT 3R 2R Sfot st 3fSerd T d €, iR SeTehr fehelTait &h ghret
caTiees i arfeeal 3R Ridfe el i g @ wergs vl

¢ Aminabad was where Urdu lovers from across the city gathered, and the air was once filled
with spices and the shops with chikankari embroidery.

JHIATSTE gg TUTT AT ST61 I 6T & 3§ Wl TheW &1 3, ﬁ%ﬁaﬁaﬁrmmaﬁrgﬁaﬁ
AT Gohlet AR FgT$ T 91 @il |
e “l am not able to generate a profit, but | want to keep my family’s love alive.
“3 amer 1€t AT 9T @1 €, AfHeT Irae IRAR & 97 Y AT T@Ar wrear g
e The only option was shifting here,” says Naeem, adding that the rent is far lower here.
JgT TATATIRA 81T &Y THATT fahe 2AT,” 7587 Fgd & 3R s & 6 T87 fFar 1 7 2

e Danish Mahal has been synonymous with Urdu literature and language in Lucknow, and for
over 85 years was a refuge for poets, scholars, writers, and intellectuals.

aIANT AE TGS 7 3¢ Aifeed 3 19T F1 94Ty @7 § 3R 85 vt I 31fte ey o Fiaay,
faeart, or@ent 3R geftrshfadt & fow v msraeye

e The bookstore moved to its new location in December 2025, but has been operational since
1939.

fercTalt 1 garTet feaY 2025 7 319eT 7T AT R Tell 18, Afdhet T5 1939 ¥ Wanfora &l &7 81
e “From the beginning our bookshop was located in Aminabad.

“QEITA A & gARY Fharral Y gahret 3raietrarg & fua o
e Urdu lovers from across the city would gather to buy books and discuss them over cups of

tea, but rising book costs and decreasing profit forced us to close there,” says Naeem, who
graduated in Urdu Literature from Lucknow University.

X 2TeX W 3¢ S Rl @dieat 31K Ty it canfort ox 3o IR A e F fow wEE gl g,
Qfshet Rrarall Y agelt AreTa 3R Tea 7T o g8 98l I 9 I & [T Hofgy o fear,”
TGS TaRafde@Ter ¥ 3¢ AIfgad # il 75H $ed ¢ |

e Urdu is Uttar Pradesh’s second official language, but even from the 2001 Census to the 2011

count, the number of Urdu speakers who selected it as their mother tongue dropped from
12.1 million to 10.9 million.

3 3T g Y @t InfAHTRE $TeT 8, oifher 2001 T FAMUTAT & 2011 Y STATOTAT o, 3H
37T ATTHTNT ST aTel 3¢ AT T HE&AT 1.21 F3 F TEH 1.09 F3 81 15|

¢ Naeem and his son themselves converse in Hindi.
TEA 3R SoTehT ST T R 3 arereha e £

o Lucknow's Awadhi traditions, built from the 18th Century onwards, with the fracturing of the
Mughal empire, are defined by tehzeeb, roughly translating to a culture based on the arts and
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refinement.

189 AATSEr & FITA WA o faraee & Y FAHTad oT@ets 1 et Wawd deeiia §
afenfie gielt €, foraen At dit ) 31 el 3R TR W 3mnfa g8 fa gl

‘Pehle aap (you first),” often parodied in Hindi movies, is the philosophy of humility embedded
within everyday Urdu conversation.

“qEa 3T (you first)’, faeh RS ol 7 3rere Y i S11elt §, &foves 3¢ ara=ha # Afga
fasraar & gefer & g 81

Across Lucknow, advertising in Urdu is absent, and public messaging is mostly in Hindi.
R TGS A 3¢ H Fraamaer srarstar srqafeyd € 3R ardstiaren G fegd: {7 g1d &

The paint of the few murals with Urdu lettering is peeling.

3¢ AT AT $o Rl & ses wr

Lucknow residents say that in a post-Babri Masjid Uttar Pradesh, a narrative of Urdu
associated with Muslim conquerors from a distant land, is being built.

T3 o AT 1 g & T aradt ATESTE & 18 & 30T G 7 3¢ 1 g¥ 20 W 31T Ao
TaSIa3it & Sirget arell Teh RO AT 1 S 8 &

The Urdu disconnect

3¢ ¥ 9o fawde

“My father, Naseem Ahmed, started the shop and spent over 70 years serving Urdu lovers.
“AY R, 7T IEHE A TE G Y& A AR 70 & HiAF aut aw 3 WA Far A

He managed to make ends meet; | hope | can do the same,” Naeem says, slowly.

3ogiot el e ITSRT TramT; st Jmen § 6 oft dr & w3 arden,” F$A R & g 8

He laments that Urdu faces challenges now, and the immediate impact is on bookshops.

aE IR ST © T3 3¢ 3rar geitforal &1 Ao w3 W@ 8, 3R sHenT deanler yerra fanarat
gl WIS TET &

“I was paying 18,000 a month as rent, but over the past seven years, | have not been able to
make that.

“# 9fd #i1E 218,000 T 2 TE1 T, AfheT o a1 aut & A gaet 37 st 7d H7 AT €|

How long will | suffer losses,” he asks, as if of many things: the diminishing book business, a
failing family venture, and a language that is slowly being eroded.

# ohel T TN el TEaM,” IE IS &, H1eAl I g ofl TR H IS ¢ &l: Ted g3 Teash
SAAAT, AR gral TRaTReE 3ega 3 efR-eY afor g o amm)

“At least five prominent Urdu book shops have closed in Lucknow over the past decade.
“REd TF GUF F a@as H FH F FH 919 7@ 3 el H gFe a5 gt gh o

None of them was able to make a profit.”

So1a] A IS 3T AT AET AT |7

Sensing the volatility of the market, the limited use of Urdu in daily discourse, and a
government whose support of the language has been dwindling, he advised his son, Nabil
Ahmed, 25, to choose another trade.

STSIR T TTEURAT, Efieh Fae 7 38 & WA 3TZNT R 3797 & G TR & Ted o=l i
a@?@ﬁﬁaqﬁzsasﬁaaﬁmmaﬁaﬁémmaﬁﬁaﬁrmal

“My son holds an MBA degree and is running a garment shop.

“AY AT & I MBA #r Bt & 3l a7 Fusi Y gt Tem TET B

I can’t ask him to enter a loss-making business,” says Naeem, whose son’s shop is next door.

# 309 U1 AT YW A A F fAT AL FE FhAT,” ASH Fgd €, TSieTeh S Y gehleT aarel &
gl
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About three kilometres from Nakhas Chauraha is the Dargah Hazrat Abbas, built in the late
1800s.

AW TRIE & 18197 cfieT FeheilHIey g SXAME §oIkel e ¢, Torefent TATUT 1800 o &3leh o
JERTE 3 g3 27|

Faiz Bagir runs RB collection, a garment shop where he sells sherwanis and salwar-suits.
%t AT RB Collection THeh HUST T Gehlel Tl &, 5161 a6 AT IR TelaR-Fe S 8 |

“I have an MA degree in Urdu from Lucknow University, but there are no jobs in the market for
us.

“IN I AETS faeafagares ¥ 3¢ 7 MA #1 f3aft B, After o # gaR faw 18 ald i 81

The only option is to sit for NET (National Eligibility Test) and JRF (Junior Research
Fellowship),” he says.

THATT e NET @redrr ararar wdtet) 3% JRF (Spfaraw Ras daiflr) & odien &g, a8
Fed &l

These provide entryways into an Assistant Professor job and PhD admissions in universities,
respectively.

A HA: WERIF B 1 Al 3 Freafag@merat # PhD waer & ART Jee a7 2
“But even if we pass, there are so many applicants for a job,” says Baqir.

“fdFeT 7T g1 3ot st ) o0, A« ot v AlF & fAw s+ 370 ImAEH §, AT FEA B

Before 2010, he adds, there used to be a good number of Urdu translator jobs in multiple
government departments.

aE 319 hgd § o 2010 A Y6 ¢ THR AT 7 3¢ Hogaeh A roay wean & AsRar g
RG]
“It used to be a major attraction, but with modern digital methods of translation, opportunities

have diminished,” he says, adding that this has disconnected a new generation of job seekers
from Urdu.

“UE T T3 THYOT §HT HIa AT, Afeher JHefare 1 Imyfors Bforee At & FRo7 s w1
AT I Fead g IR AT & Fsu@ Mmﬁmﬁraﬁ%wﬁ@ﬁﬁgm%l

At Baqir's shop, Asad Rizvi, in his 40s, sits on a plastic chair, sipping tea.

ST T gehTel TR 40 o 220 o IAG Rord! CollfEesh Sl Hdl I Soa T N IE ¢ |

A Lucknow local and freelance journalist, he says the government neglects Urdu in multiple
ways.

G T 3 FadT TThR NoTdl g & 1o THR F§ AT & 3¢ HT 3U&IT HIH ¢
“Urdu newspapers are closing across U.P.

“qX FEX G4 H 3§ FATIR-I7 95 &1 & &1

| have seen five newspapers shut because the government stopped advertising in them or
just kept advertising to the minimum,” he says, vocalising the pain of many locally-circulated

newspapers dependent on government advertising, because large corporate houses choose
national brands to place ads.

Ha gTa FATR -9 1 9¢ Bl SWT § FAifh TPR o 378 AT 81 5 1 feam o haer
FTaH [aaae feT,” a8 e &, 3N 38 THR 37 3oieh FATAT FaX N THIRT FATAR-G31 Y
5T TeFd X & A TR faaastt oY 3R &, Fifh 93 FRURT TR faaast ¢t & fow
TERT F1 & ol B

Rizvi says it is local newspapers that are living textbooks for people, because they give both
hyper-local news and an opportunity to improve language.

Reordl hgd € o Tl FaATaR-ua it & faw sad sreaqeds €, #2ifs 3 srcafes wurehy
THTEIR &7 & HIY-HT T 3 FUR 7 T8 #9671 e &
Rizvi holds forth on how Urdu journalism played a part in India’s struggle for independence.

Rearelt e & Faral § o 3¢ waaiar o TR & Faeraar wu¥ # frw R st faems)
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e Maulvi Muhammad Bagir, who founded and edited the Delhi Urdu Akhbar in the 1850s, was
one of the pioneers of Urdu journalism.

Hterdt AgFAe AT, Toimgiel 1850 & axreh H 3ol 3¢ HER & T 3R Hutes T, 3¢
TAHIRAT & 3aGaT H & Teh |

e “His newspaper reported on the events in Delhi in 1857 (during the first war of
Independence).

“IoTdh HATAR-TF o 1857 & el Y wreamait i Ruiféer i of (vuwr Tad=ar T & k)|
e The British saw it as being sympathetic to the rebels.
31t o 53 Tt & wfdy werepsifergot =
o After the British recaptured Delhi, he was arrested,” says Rizvi, a raconteur.
37T GaRT feeel I Ie: 31TUR et o TG, 3og FORwR & form ara,” e Rera &gt
gl

e “On September 16 that year, he was executed by a firing squad on the orders of a British
officer.

“H a¥ 16 R 1 v fafeer srflarll & 3maer ¥ 3o¢ Mol AR aTel SFQ EaRT Heges foram

a7

o Heis remembered as the first journalist in India to be executed for his journalism,” Rizvi ends,
with a flourish.

3¢ HIRA & I ¥ THFR & T 7 A1G ram Siverm § R sevehy wramifen & faw Jeges e
a1, RTelr gemrareimell 3ieret # el ST FHTCT Y & |

Education suffers

Rremysnfaa g &

e Anees Ashfaq, a former head of Urdu Department in Lucknow University, sits surrounded by
many Urdu books in his library at home.

T3 favafdedrer & 3¢ fasieT & I YHE e 3B 0= T o Tclehlord H 3Heleh 3G
g § e 3 &

e He says the beauty of Urdu is in its syncretism.
T hed ¢ Toh 3¢ AT YeldT 38+ FHeaa1g # e &

e Urdu evolved in the Gangetic plains during the eras of the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal
Empire, between the 12th and 19th Centuries.

3¢ 1 faenre 124t 3R 194 eraredt & der ool wedara iR Fqorer awreT & F1e & I F
Heel ¥l 3 g31|

e Itis alinguistic amalgamation of local dialects derived from Prakrit, such as Khari Boli and
Braj Bhasha, incorporating Persian, Arabic, and Turkic vocabulary.

Ig WiFd ¥ Fafla wurer afa, S @2t a6l 3R s7eT 11, 61 TS FATS &, foreeT
HRHY, 3 A Jhf ersgrael o gaATRRd &

e “The region that is now Uttar Pradesh played a pivotal role in shaping its grammar, enhancing
its literature, and establishing its cultural institutions,” says Ashfaq.

HAFTF Fed &, “AY 8T TS 30X T3 §, 3T $HF SATHI0T F) IFR 31, ST FifecT
TAEH Y IR §0F WP FEU= H T #§ Ageaqor AT fAsms)”

e The spoken variants were initially known as Hindvi, Hindustani, or Rekhta, before evolving
into the standardised form of Urdu.

SiereTel & goT &4T ot TReT 3 ffed), Rigraret AT Y&t & A1 & STl STrelr T, St &g # 3§ &
HsThIepd ¥ # fasfae gul

e The daily exchanges between local communities and administrative courts in northern India
solidified its status as the prevalent lingua franca.
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3R AR H TUET FHER 3R FRIafereh =grarerdi & der Sfeieh Jer-ger = 8 yaferd
H9F AT (lingua franca) & &9 & gaeh FEfd @1 gag |

Now, Lucknow University is experiencing a decline in student enrolment within its Urdu
Department.

319 aEaT faeafaearera & 3¢ Remr & Reafiat & amiwe & PrEed sr @ &)
For MA Urdu in the current academic session, 2026-27, there are only 65 students in a
course where 120 seats are available.

AT TR T 2026-27 H MA 38 & ITagshdl H 120 HIE 3T glel & dTalg shal 65
IECUICIE

This is a steep drop from previous decades when the university had to increase seats to meet
high demand.

Ig TS G2rehi T Joletl  $RY FBRTEe &, S0 300 A1 &l 9 i & v faeafaegrer @ diet
T {E&AT delel gsT AT

A 20-minute auto ride from Dargah Hazrat Abbas leads to the Uttar Pradesh Urdu Akademi.
EIMTE EoiXcl 3Tea & 3ifeT ZaRT 20 fAeTE T AT & STg I TR 3§ IPrea Tgad ¢

Set up in 1972 to promote Urdu, the academy now chooses not to speak — in any language.
3§ 1 Fg1aT &t & forw 1972 7 TR 3rehrest e fanelt ot 1T 7 SiefetT 76T A |

The Secretary did not take calls, respond to messages, or answer an email.

IR o 7 A BT T a1 2T, 7 F&2T F1 31 21 31K 7 € £ 1 Srame ==

There has been no Executive Committee for almost three years now, says local Hindi media.
AT &S A3 & 38R, orersyer ofier st @ F1$ FwRiwR wfafa 7@t &)

Lucknow residents say some of the academy’s regular activities, like book publishing, library
operations, and Urdu coaching, are still ongoing, though not in the robust way they were once
conducted.

m$mﬁwm%%w&wmﬁwﬁ%@ﬁ,mwmm,
QAT FaTereT X 38 9fRaTor, 3787 ot Sy €, gretifeh & 3 TRreFcd oI A w161 oo @1 & o
YR Ugel ATTeid ardr 2T

Some major initiatives, like annually honouring Urdu writers, poets, and journalists have been
suspended.

TS YHT Te, S8 3G AW, Hiadl AR TTHwRT FY wfaad gEAtfaa Far, Hefad s s gl
Staff shortages have also become a major problem.

FAARAT Fr FA o v T THEIT 97 TS §

While the Academy previously employed 54 employees, this number has now dwindled to just
18.

T8I 3ThICHT & Ugel 54 FHARY HRRT U, IET 31T Ig G&IT gea o 18 T IS ¢

Most employees have retired, and new recruitment is not happening.

JifereRTer FTard aTferge & o § 3R ¢ et adt oy W@ )

“The Executive Committee has the authority to recommend staff requirements to the State
government,” says Mumtaz Ahmed, an accountant of the Urdu Akademi.

3¢ JehTe#l & AWK AHATS IHEHS Hed 8, “HRISRT HIATT T ToT THR o THeT FAARAT
F TaegFar H BN FA w1 AVFRE”

Until a committee is formed, the recruitment process cannot begin.

SIS e T WA T 35T 76T g1, $ell TR e 181 8 wFedl|

The minority welfare department is in charge of appointing the committee.

IHETHETF Foa1oT fAsmT FATT 1 f@gferd & fow oraer g

Naeem, from Danish Mahal bookstore, says the academy, which used to purchase books
regularly from the shop, has not placed any order for almost a decade now.
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GIeRT FgeT JHECN & TEH el & foh P, St Tged GopteT A FoTafAe 9 & TeeAeh TG o,
o 319 SIS U G & FHIE AT a1g AT

Booksellers say that until about a decade ago, they stocked Urdu books from Pakistani
writers, but they stopped sourcing these fearing that any contact with people from across the
border would bring them trouble.

T TashelT3iT 3T FgaTT & foh STaTSTeT Ueh GUIeh Tg el cieh d UTfheelToll or@anl Y 3¢ JaTeh 1ad 3,
AfheT 3egleT Sots FHITAT 9 Y T Fi 3o 3T U7 o WAT IR & et & ary e off wv
T HUS 3oToh ToTT IR WS T FehelT &

Structural and elementary issue
WA AR Fiaardr gaen

Urdu language proponents and Lucknow residents say the crisis of Urdu is structural, as the
language is not utilised as a medium of instruction in mainstream schools.

3§ T F FHGFI AR TGS & Gt &1 g & o 3¢ 1 Heve T=ACHS ¢, Fifh
HCIURT & TaeITeral # 58 ST 1 TRAGTOT & AICAH o §I H SUT 761 fohT SiTeTT|

However, it is on both the Central Board of Secondary Education’s list of first languages, as
well as on the Uttar Pradesh education board’s medium through which education can be
imparted.

gTeliteh, Ig ey ATCAfAS TR a1 (CBSE) 1 w2 A1wT3it i it 3 enfier § 3R 3ax v
I8 1S & 37 AregAT 7 9 anfFer § oA A & fAeTr g Fr 5 T g

“Urdu is often regarded as a secondary language due to the lack of trained teachers.
“gfifarer fraTeht Y FHY & HROT 3 FY HFE Teh ST AT HAT ST B |

In urban and elite education institutions, English prevails, while rural and government schools
emphasize Hindi along with English,” says Tariq Qamar, 51, who writes Urdu poetry and
participates in literary events around the country.

AT 3R I RyaTor Tt & 73S 1 T8cd €, STfeh AT R TXHRT faegrorT 3iarsit
& A1y fEdT AR & 8,7 51 T a1fes ##T Fgd &, ST 3¢ HiadT fored § AR Ges
aifefcaes AT & amer o €

Urdu is both spoken and taught in madrasas, but over 7,000 recognised madrasas in U.P.
have not received funds from the government for over six years.

et 7 3§ el 3R TeTS At ST ¥, AfeT 3T 9&wT 3 7,000 F I AlrAT WIed FeTH B
o av & 31T THT A WHR F Gty yed 7 g% B

The government has also not paid the honorarium to teachers, some of whom impart Urdu
education.

TR o1 RIETH T AT 7 ITTer 3 €T T &, T & e 36 1 Ve et et &1
“Those teaching modern subjects also give education to pupils on Islamic subjects and Urdu.
“Iegfereh fawg ToTe arer f1eTeh &1 faeafdiat i gxamd v sikv 38 i e o ¢ €1

Many of these madrasas survived for years on these grants paid to teachers.

SoTH W ohg HeId Tl e TRATehT i feT SITeT aTel FaT TeTal oh TR W) <elc 8|

With no grant, these teachers are not motivated to impart quality education, ultimately
harming Urdu and other traditional languages like Arabic,” said Shahid Ali, a teacher who
teaches Social Science along with Urdu and Arabic.

37eTeret o ffell & HROT A RIgTeh Foraemqot et ger F3a & fore 3R a@t 8, 5o 3idd: 38
3R IR ST 3o TR S Y THEA T T6T 8, 3G 3N 3T & Aoy AeAnforeh faretrer
TaleT arel fAreTeh eanfge 3relt = Fgrl|

On August 5, 2026, the Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister linked madrasas with terrorism.
5 3TEd 2026 FT 3T T2 & IUHCTHA o #TH Y ATcHam & |
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Rizvi links the crisis of Urdu with the situation of Muslims in the political discourse: “Sadly
Urdu is connected with the religious and ethnic identity of Muslims, which has led to its
marginalization in India.”

Rt 3¢ & Hane 1 Taretifora et 7 FaeamEt ff Rufa & Sisa & ‘gied & 38 1 ggaaET
ﬁmwmm@mmmg,mmmﬁmmgmw

He adds that as English becomes more prevalent, Urdu literature and the cultural experiences
that go with it, such as mushaira performances, are increasingly losing relevance for the
youth.

Ieglel shel foh STA-SI8 3HaSM T TAR 5¢ 6T 8, 3¢ Tfecd 3R 36 3 TEpich 3qea, S
AR, a3t & T Femmar 39t srefrenar @ @ &1

Urdu enthusiasts say literature and language education must adapt to connect with the youth.
38 & TG 7 e § b AT & S5 5 (AT WG IR A HT AT F T el
NETF

“The language must evolve to include science, technology, environment, and social sciences.

“HTT 1 FaraAreT, WeA Y, waaver it aenfors e & aafed 3 & faw fasfag g
EuRy

Only then will the youth want to learn or engage with Urdu,” Baqir says.

8t a1 3¢ Vet A7 3HX F3+1 & forw seo gl afet g 2|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page54



