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Making room: A worker removes notes from a crack in the 
Western Wall, Judaism‟s holiest prayer site, ahead of 
Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, in Jerusalem‟s 
Old City on Sunday. Visitors place notes in the wall as part 
of a prayer ritual. 
 

Judaism 

 Judaism is one of the world’s oldest monotheistic 

religions, centred on belief in one God and a covenantal relationship between God 

and the Jewish people. 

 Its foundational sacred text is the Torah, traditionally understood as the first five 

books of the Hebrew Bible. The wider Tanakh contains the Torah, Prophets and 

Writings. The Talmud is another major body of Jewish religious law, interpretation 

and discussion. 

 Judaism originated in the ancient Middle East and is historically associated with 

figures such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Moses. 

 Moses occupies a particularly important place in Jewish tradition. The Torah 

describes God giving the Israelites commandments through Moses, including the 

Ten Commandments. 

Major Religious Beliefs and Practices 

 Judaism emphasises worship of one God, ethical conduct, justice, charity, 

repentance, prayer and observance of divine commandments, traditionally 

known as mitzvot. 

 A Jewish house of worship is called a synagogue, while a Jewish religious teacher or 

scholar is commonly called a rabbi. 

 Shabbat (Sabbath) is the weekly sacred day of rest, beginning at sunset on Friday 

and continuing until nightfall on Saturday. 

 Jewish dietary laws are called Kashrut, and food conforming to these requirements 

is described as kosher. 

 Jerusalem is Judaism's holiest city. Central to its religious importance is the Temple 

Mount, traditionally associated with the location of the First and Second Jewish 

Temples. 

 The First Temple, traditionally associated with King Solomon, was destroyed by 

the Babylonians in 586 BCE. 

 The Second Temple was subsequently constructed and was greatly expanded during 

the period of Herod the Great. Roman forces destroyed it in 70 CE. 

Western Wall (Kotel) 

 The Western Wall, or Kotel, is part of the ancient retaining-wall complex 

surrounding the Temple Mount platform; it is not itself a surviving wall of the 

Temple building. 
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 The Temple Mount is Judaism's holiest site. Because of religious restrictions and 

the site's political and religious sensitivity, the Western Wall is the principal 

accessible sacred location for Jewish prayer. 

 Worshippers commonly pray facing the wall and may place small written prayers 

between its stones. 

 The Temple Mount is also sacred to Islam, where the Al-Aqsa Mosque and Dome 

of the Rock stand. The wider Jerusalem area is also profoundly important to 

Christianity, making the Old City exceptionally significant to all three Abrahamic 

religions. 

 Rosh Hashanah, meaning “Head of the Year,” marks the Jewish New Year and 

begins on 1 Tishrei in the Hebrew calendar. 

 It is fundamentally a religious and spiritual occasion, rather than simply a New 

Year celebration involving festivities. 

 Jewish tradition associates it with divine judgment, introspection, prayer and 

repentance. It begins the Ten Days of Repentance (Days of Awe), culminating in 

Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. 

 One of its most characteristic rituals is sounding the shofar, usually a ram's horn. Its 

sound serves as a spiritual call to reflection and repentance. 

 Apples dipped in honey are traditionally eaten to express hope for a sweet new 

year. A common greeting is “Shanah Tovah,” meaning roughly “Have a good 

year.” 

Major Jewish Religious Festivals 

 Yom Kippur: The Day of Atonement, characterised by fasting, prayer and 

repentance. 

 Passover (Pesach): Commemorates the biblical Exodus of the Israelites from 

slavery in Egypt. 

 Sukkot: Recalls the Israelites' wilderness journey and has agricultural significance. 

 Hanukkah: Commemorates the rededication of the Second Temple following the 

Maccabean revolt. 
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07S9.No provision in Forest Rights Act to obtain gram sabha consent for 
projects: Ministry 

                                                व                        

  व        :        

 The controversy is essentially about who must approve the diversion of forest land 

for development projects and whether 100% of affected Gram Sabhas must agree. 

1. What is the Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006? 

 The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of 

Forest Rights) Act, 2006, commonly called the FRA, recognises the rights of tribal 

communities and other traditional forest dwellers over forests they have historically 

depended upon. 

 The Gram Sabha—the assembly of adult voters of a village—plays a central role in 

identifying and processing these forest-right claims. 

2. Where does the confusion arise? 

 Suppose a hydropower project requires 500 hectares of forest land covering 10 

villages. 
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 Before that forest is diverted for the project, the government must address the existing 

rights of forest-dependent people. 

 The Tribal Affairs Ministry's argument is very specific: 

o The FRA itself does not contain an express provision requiring 

Gram Sabha consent for Stage-II forest clearance. 

 However, according to the material provided, the broader forest-diversion procedure 

requires completion of FRA-related processes, including: 

Identify claimants → Recognise forest rights → Vest rights → Obtain Gram Sabha 

NOC → Proceed with forest diversion. 

 This Gram Sabha NOC came to be commonly described as “Gram Sabha 

consent.” 

 Therefore, the important distinction is: 

 FRA itself → does not expressly prescribe “100% Gram Sabha consent for Stage-II 

clearance.” 

 Forest-clearance procedures linked with FRA compliance → have required Gram 

Sabha-related documentation/NOC before final diversion. 

3. Why has this become a major issue? 

 According to the parliamentary committee cited in the material, forest clearances for 

NHPC's under-construction projects were taking an average of 106 months. 

 Imagine that a project affects 20 Gram Sabhas. If 18 approve but two remain 

pending, insisting on approval from all 20 could potentially hold up the entire project. 

 NHPC therefore suggested a “qualified super-majority” approach: approval from 

70–75% of affected Gram Sabhas should be sufficient for nationally important large 

hydropower projects. 

4. What is the Governmental Disagreement? 

 The Power Ministry is concerned about delays to infrastructure projects. 

 The Tribal Affairs Ministry, meanwhile, says that the FRA contains no provision for 

such Stage-II consent and that this particular forest-clearance matter does not fall 

within its purview—even though it is the nodal ministry for FRA implementation. 

 This creates an institutional question: if FRA rights must be settled before forest 

diversion, which authority is ultimately responsible for resolving disputes about 

Gram Sabha consent? 

5. Why is the issue sensitive? 

 There are two legitimate policy concerns: 

o Development: Roads, dams and hydropower projects should not remain 

indefinitely stalled because a small fraction of approvals is pending. 

o Tribal rights: A numerical majority should not automatically allow projects 

to override the land, livelihood, cultural and community forest rights of 

adversely affected villages. 
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07S9.Keep ST classification criteria free of „political manipulation‟: tribal body 

ST व                    „               ‟                :               

Adivasi Adhikar Rashtriya Manch (AARM) and its 

Demands for Scheduled Tribes 

• The Adivasi Adhikar Rashtriya Manch (AARM), described in the report as a Left-

affiliated organisation working on tribal issues, passed a resolution at its national convention 

in New Delhi, presenting demands concerning the land, forest, education, employment 

and cultural rights of Scheduled Tribes (STs). 

• Scheduled Tribes are communities specifically recognised under Article 342 of the 

Constitution. STs receive constitutional safeguards and affirmative-action measures, 

including reservation in education, government employment and legislatures. 

Demand for Review of ST Identification Criteria 
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• AARM argued that some traditional criteria associated with the Lokur Committee (1965) 

have become outdated. 

• Historically used indicators included characteristics such as distinctive culture, 

geographical isolation, shyness of contact with the wider community and 

backwardness. 

• For example, an Adivasi community may today use smartphones, attend universities and 

live near towns. According to AARM's argument, such social integration should not 

automatically undermine its historical tribal identity. 

• AARM also opposed making religion a criterion for ST status and opposed proposals to 

remove converted Christian or Muslim tribal persons from ST lists. 

Forest and Gram Sabha Rights 

• AARM demanded a time-bound reconsideration of rejected claims under the Forest 

Rights Act (FRA), 2006, stronger Gram Sabhas, and a halt to forest evictions. 

• The FRA is important because it recognises specified individual and community forest 

rights of eligible Scheduled Tribes and other traditional forest dwellers. 

Reservation and Employment 

• AARM demanded higher ST reservation, effective reservation across different forms of 

government recruitment and the introduction of reservation in the private sector. 

• These are demands made by AARM, not statements of existing nationwide law. 

Education and Welfare 

• Its educational demands include greater budgetary allocation for tribal areas, higher 

scholarships, sports facilities and nutritious hot cooked school meals, including the 

reintroduction of eggs in school menus. 
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07S9. Gloria Steinem, Dolly Parton deaths days apart bring double dose 

of grief for feminists 

      औ                                              व                  -  व   

 Gloria Steinem and Dolly Parton as two very different women who nevertheless 

represented a common idea: women should have the freedom and confidence to 

define themselves and make their own choices.  

Gloria Steinem: Feminism Through Activism 

 Gloria Steinem represented an explicitly political form of American feminism. She 

became a prominent figure in the women's movement and co-founded Ms. magazine. 

 Her feminism challenged social structures that restricted women's choices and 

emphasised equality, reproductive rights, economic independence and women's 

political participation. 

 For Steinem, feminism was not merely about women becoming successful; it meant 

women possessing the power to determine their own identity and life choices, 

rather than being defined primarily as somebody's wife or daughter.  
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Dolly Parton: Empowerment Without the Feminist Label 

 Dolly Parton, by contrast, publicly declined to describe herself as a feminist and 

generally avoided partisan politics.  

 Yet her music frequently addressed women's experiences. Songs discussed subjects 

such as unequal treatment, teenage pregnancy and economic difficulties, while 

her famous song and film “9 to 5” became associated with workplace inequality and 

equal pay.  

 Thus, Parton illustrates the difference between accepting a political label and 

practising some of the values associated with it. 

What Is Feminism? 

 In basic terms, feminism advocates social, political, legal and economic equality 

of the sexes and challenges discrimination based on gender. 

 For example, if a woman and man performing equivalent work are denied equal 

opportunities merely because of gender, feminism would challenge that inequality. 

“Two Sides of the Same Coin” 

 Steinem sought change largely through activism and explicitly feminist 

arguments, whereas Parton demonstrated women's independence, economic 

success and self-determination through popular culture and personal example. 

 Steinem herself argued that if feminism means discovering one's own power and 
helping other women do likewise, Parton fitted within that understanding despite 
rejecting the label. 
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In this drone photo released by the Geological Agency(Badan 
Geologi) of Indonesia's Ministry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources, Mount Anak Krakatau spews volcanic smoke in 
Sunda Strait, Indonesia on September 5. 
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Mount Anak Krakatau 

• Anak Krakatau, meaning “Child of Krakatau”, is an 

active volcanic island in the Sunda Strait of Indonesia, 

between the islands of Java and Sumatra. It lies along the 

highly volcanic Pacific Ring of Fire. 

How Was Anak Krakatau Formed? 

• Its story begins with the famous Krakatau 

(Krakatoa) eruption of 1883, one of the most 

destructive volcanic eruptions in recorded history. 

• The 1883 eruption destroyed much of the original 

volcanic island and generated enormous tsunamis, 

which killed more than 36,000 people in surrounding 

coastal regions. 

• Decades later, volcanic activity resumed beneath the sea. In 1927, a new volcano began 

emerging from the old Krakatau caldera. This volcano became known as Anak Krakatau. 

• Think of it as a new volcanic cone growing from the remains of an older volcanic 

system. 

Why Is the Region So Volcanically Active? 

• Indonesia lies near converging tectonic plates. Around the Sunda Arc, the Indo-

Australian Plate is subducting beneath the Sunda/Eurasian margin. 

• During subduction, one tectonic plate sinks beneath another. This process promotes 

magma formation, which can rise towards the surface and feed volcanoes. 
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07S9. Judicial integrity — a case the Court cannot ignore 

                —                                                 

 Serious allegations against the Acting Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court, Justice 

Sanjeev Prakash Sharma, have come to light following reports of letters written by Supreme 
Court of India judge Justice Sandeep Mehta to the Chief Justice of India (CJI), in which he 
has sought Justice Sharma‟s immediate transfer. 

                           व                 ,                                          
            ए                                                                           
                      (CJI)          ए                             ए   ,                        
                                       

 Justice Mehta, who previously served as a judge of the Rajasthan High Court and is regarded 
for his uprightness, discipline, and integrity, wrote three such letters on August 2, 10, and 17. 

               ,                                                                  औ       
        ,                           ए             ,               2, 10 औ  17               

 The contents of these letters are now partly in the public domain. 

इ             -                      व                        
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Letters that raise serious questions 

                व       

 The letters reportedly refer to complaints about the manner in which Justice Sharma has been 
functioning. 

                , इ                                                                                

             
 They also highlight alleged instances of victimisation of judges, maladministration, improper 

“shifting of cases” to his Bench, and nepotism in appointments to the Permanent Lok Adalat. 

इ                            ,       ,                                       “          ” 

                                            -                                            
    

 Justice Sharma has allegedly been intimidating some of his colleagues with the threat of 
retributive measures, including transfers, based on his claimed proximity to the CJI. 

                             CJI                                                    
                              व                            

 It is reported that Justice Mehta‟s letters refer to specific instances of alleged favouritism 
towards a chosen few among the lawyers and the misuse of power in his capacity as the 
“master of the roster”. 

                ,                                                                              
             औ  “      ऑ         ”                                                     
        

 Justice Mehta‟s last letter reportedly expresses concern over the CJI‟s alleged inaction, 
particularly as Justice Sharma is due to retire on September 26. 

                ,                                CJI                                        , 
            इ   ए                      26                                   

 So far, there has been no official denial of the reports concerning the contents of the letters. 

     ,            -                                                              
 Justice Sharma, of course, has publicly denied the accusations as baseless. 

       ,                                  इ                           ए                
 A High Court functioning without a regular Chief Justice and functioning under an Acting Chief 

Justice for a considerably long period — in the instant case, for about 11 months — is not a 
good institutional gesture. 

                                                 औ                            

                           —                      11          —                      

               
 The fact that Justice Sharma was earlier transferred to the Patna High Court in 2022, and that 

his request for repatriation to the Rajasthan High Court was rejected by the Collegium in 
2023, which instead proposed his transfer to the Punjab and Haryana High Court, is also not 
a commendable antecedent. 

                                                           2022                             
                      औ  2023                                व                         

                          इ               औ                                           
               

 Justice Mehta, according to reports, is said to have wondered how such a judge came to be 
retransferred to the Rajasthan High Court in 2025 and subsequently allowed to function as 
the Acting Chief Justice, with wide-ranging administrative and judicial powers. 

                ,                               इ                                            
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2025                                                   औ                             व  
                                                                                     

 Of late, there have been two crucial developments. 

         ,       व              ए     
 First, lawyers at the Rajasthan High Court staged a sit-in protest on the High Court premises, 

following which Justice Sharma had to opt out from hearing cases. 

    ,                                                                     ,           

                                                   
 Second, on August 31, the Supreme Court Collegium recommended the appointment of 

Justice Sanjay Agrawal as the new Chief Justice of the Rajasthan High Court. 

     , 31                                                                       

                                                        
 Accordingly Justice Agrawal is now appointed. 

       ,                                              

Allegations of corruption against sitting judges 

                   व                    

 Allegations of corruption against sitting judges in India are neither uncommon nor 
unprecedented. 

                                                                औ                 
 Yet, certain unique features of the present reports are worth noting. 

      ,                       व      व                           
 A sitting judge of the Supreme Court reportedly alerted the CJI to the conduct of an Acting 

Chief Justice of a High Court, supported by verifiable material.  

                ,                  ए                                                     

                            CJI                                         
 Yet, for several weeks, no cogent steps were reportedly initiated by the CJI in this regard. 

      ,                              CJI       इ                                       
 The CJI reportedly said that the allegations could not be treated as findings and that they 

“must be dealt with strictly through the established institutional mechanism”. 

                , CJI                                             औ       “               

                                       ए”  
 In view of Justice Sharma‟s impending retirement, early action by the CJI to Justice Mehta‟s 

letter could perhaps have averted some of the disturbing events that subsequently followed. 

                                             ए,                          CJI                
    व     ए                                                                            

 Transparency International, in its reports, has underlined the growing trust deficit in the 

Indian judiciary. 

           इ                                                      व व                            
    

 According to its 2002 report, based on a household survey, the judiciary was identified as the 
second-most corrupt institution in certain South Asian countries, including India. 

इ    2002                    ,    ए         व                ,                    ए      

                                                         
 The report is indeed shocking. 

                          व        
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 Yet, the present situation in India is far more complex and multi-dimensional. 

      ,                                     औ               
 There are many fine judges in India‟s judiciary whose integrity and public image should not be 

tarnished because of aberrations elsewhere, whether on or off the Bench. 

                                             ,                औ                       
औ                         ,                                 ,                          ए  

Institutional responsibility, structural issues 

                व,                 

 The repeated episodes of judicial corruption in India reflect certain fundamental issues 
concerning the functioning of its higher judiciary. 

                             -                       ए                                  

                                                  
 First, the total lack of criteria, coupled with the unavoidable collaboration between the 

Collegium and the Executive at the Centre under the present system, makes judicial 
appointments highly partisan, opaque, and often arbitrary. 

    ,                                                                       औ             
                                                          ,         औ              
             

 This mechanism and its processes are incapable of identifying the cleanest and most 
meritorious candidates. 

       औ  इ         ए        व    व   व                व                                  
 The issue of corruption in the judiciary, like many other institutional concerns, is inseparable 

from the existing method of selecting candidates for judicial office. 

                              ,                                ,                  

     व                                                     
 A system of inviting applications, as is prevalent in Canada, or an independent body for 

judicial selection, as in the United Kingdom, remains unthinkable in India. 

                व                     व           इ                                  ए 

      व                                                       
 Second, the lack of an effective mechanism to deal with corruption in the higher judiciary in 

India has had the effect of perpetuating the menace. 

     ,                                                    ए         व            व    इ  

            ए                             
 The Judges (Inquiry) Act, 1968, is inadequate to tackle the issue and has, for all practical 

purposes, become defunct. 

         (    )        , 1968, इ                       ए            औ                  
                   

 The Supreme Court, in K. Veeraswami vs Union of India (1991), held that, for registering a 
First Information Report against a judge of the higher judiciary, the permission of the CJI is a 
necessary precondition. 

                 K. Veeraswami vs Union of India (1991)                       
                                                                    ए CJI           

 व      व          
 As lawyer Prashant Bhushan rightly observed, “the police does not dare approach the Chief 

Justice for permission to investigate, unless they already have clinching evidence, which they 
cannot get, unless they investigate” (“Judicial Accountability or Illusion?”, Economic and 
Political Weekly, November 25, 2006). 
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                                            , “                          ए                  
                          ,                                            ,                 ए 

                      ” (“Judicial Accountability or Illusion?”, Economic and Political 

Weekly, 25      , 2006)  
 Although the United Progressive Alliance government facilitated the passage of the Judicial 

Standards and Accountability Bill in the Lok Sabha in 2012, the Bill lapsed with the dissolution 
of the 15th Lok Sabha in 2014. 

                                     2012                          औ                  

                        ,       2014    15                                              
     

 The subsequent legislative effort to revive the Bill, with some changes, also remained a non-
starter. 

                                                       व                              
 The impeachment of erring judges, as suggested by Articles 124(4) and 217(1)(b) of the 

Constitution, has proved to be a failure. 

                   124(4) औ  217(1)(b)        ए  ए                                     
 व                

 Likewise, the in-house mechanism adopted by the Supreme Court in 1999 has not proved to 
be fault-free or even effective. 

इ       , 1999                                                                औ       
                   

Earlier crises, different responses 

  व व       ,    -              

 But these considerations could not have been reasons for the CJI not to act promptly upon 
the concerns allegedly expressed by Justice Mehta. 

                     CJI      ए                                                            व   

                                 
 On the contrary, the lack of a permanent systemic solution to the issues raised should have 

been an additional reason for the CJI to take remedial measures expeditiously and diligently, 
and to do whatever was possible within his authority. 

इ          ,    ए  ए            ए              व                   व    CJI      ए       
औ                                                                     ,             
                      ए     

 The situation called for judicial statesmanship. 

                          औ                             
 In 1990, when an inquiry was underway against Justice V. Ramaswami for alleged 

misconduct, he was advised by then CJI Sabyasachi Mukharji, to take leave and keep away 
from judicial work. 

1990   ,                .                                                 ,            CJI 

                                 औ                                         
 Thereafter, when the impeachment motion against Justice Ramaswami failed in Parliament 

due to the Congress party‟s strategic abstention, the judge attempted to resume judicial work, 
with about nine months of his tenure remaining. 

इ       ,                                                                                   

                                  ,                                                       
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 However, then CJI Venkatachaliah refused to allocate any cases to him for hearing, notes 
Justice K. Chandru in his book, Who Will Judge the Judges? (2026). 

       ,         CJI                               ए                          इ            , 
                    .                    Who Will Judge the Judges? (2026)                   

 Even last year, when partly burnt currency notes were reportedly found in the outhouse of 
Justice Yashwant Varma at his Delhi residence, then CJI Sanjiv Khanna, quickly transferred 
him to the Allahabad High Court, where he was not allocated any judicial work, practically.  

            ,                                                                             

                         ए  ए,            CJI                             इ            

                             ,                                                            
     

 In the reported decision in XXX vs Union of India (2025), the Supreme Court emphasised the 
responsibility of the CJI in matters relating to judicial integrity and allegations of corrupt 
practices. 

XXX vs Union of India (2025)             ए  ए                                           
औ                                        CJI                          

 Justice Sharma allegedly claimed that the CJI is proximate to him. 

                                          CJI                 
 This was a factor that led to undesirable and avoidable speculations. 

   ए             ,        व       औ               व                       
 Given the nature of the allegations and their immediate verifiability, it was imperative that the 

CJI acted promptly and convincingly, so that further damage to the system and the institution 
could have been reduced, if not prevented altogether. 

               औ                   -                  ए,                CJI       औ  
                            ,             औ                                                   
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07S9. India, China hold military talks in Arunachal 

    ,                       व        

 Amid concerns over conflicting territorial claims and military build-up along the Line of 

Actual Control (LAC), the Indian and Chinese Armies held their first Corps Commander-level 
meeting in the Eastern Sector on Sunday, marking a significant expansion of the military 
dialogue mechanism beyond the Ladakh sector. 

व    व              (LAC)    along                            औ                      
              ,        औ                                                             -      

       ,                                                                       
 The meeting was held at the Vacha-Damai Border Personnel Meeting Point in Arunachal 

Pradesh amid reports of tension in the Taksing area of Upper Subansiri district. 

                       व   -                                                                 

                                     
 According to Defence Ministry sources, Lieutenant-General Girish Kalia, Commander of the 3 

Corps (Spear Corps), led a 12-member delegation that included an Inspector-General of the 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police. 

                            , 3     (         )                   -                     12 

                                 ,           -                    ए                     

    
 The 3 Corps, headquartered at Rangapahar in Nagaland, is responsible for operational areas 

along the LAC in Arunachal Pradesh. 

                                    3                    LAC    along                   ए 

             
 The Indian Army has two Corps formations responsible for the frontier in the State — the 

Tezpur-based 4 Corps and the Rangapahar-based 3 Corps. 

                                                                             —             4     
औ                3      
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 The talks are significant as Corps Commander-level meetings between the two Armies have 
largely been held at the Chushul-Moldo Border Meeting Point in eastern Ladakh, particularly 
after the June 2020 Galwan Valley clashes. 

                    ,                                    -                                 
     -                                              ,             2020                       
     

 The meeting comes days before India hosts the BRICS Summit in New Delhi from September 
11 to 13, which Chinese President Xi Jinping is expected to attend. 

                                  11    13                       BRICS                
                    ,                                                        

 The latest meeting comes amid reports of continued Chinese activity and alleged incursions 
in the Taksing area, despite two high-level engagements since July. 

                         -                       ,                                     औ  
                                                  

 Until now, the Corps Commander-level mechanism had primarily been used to address 
military issues and tensions along the western sector of the India-China border in Ladakh. 

     ,           -                                     -                                 

      औ                            ए                         
 The mechanism became particularly important following the Galwan clashes, in which both 

sides suffered casualties. 

                                                    ,                                      
 Since then, India and China have continued to use military and diplomatic channels to 

manage differences and maintain stability along the LAC. 

     ,      औ         LAC                          औ                        ए      औ  
                                      

 On August 6, the two countries held the 36th meeting of the Working Mechanism for 
Consultation and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs. 

6                          -                         औ     व                     36         

           
 This was followed by the 25th round of talks between the Special Representatives (SR) on 

the Boundary Question in Beijing on August 26. 

इ        26                    व              (SR)                    25                     
 National Security Adviser Ajit Doval represented India, while the Chinese delegation was led 

by Wang Yi, Member of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China Central 
Committee and Director of the Office of the Central Commission for Foreign Affairs.  

                                                         ,                          
                      ,                                                                औ  
                 ए                                     

Eight-point document 

  -          व   

 The two sides signed an eight-point outcome document following the SR-level talks. 

SR-                                 -                 व               ए  
 The agreement included a decision to establish two additional Border Personnel Meeting 

Points and new hotlines to strengthen communication and confidence-building mechanisms 
along the frontier. 

                        औ   व व  -                              ए                        

           औ          इ                                 
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 According to sources, one of the newly proposed meeting points will be in the Eastern Sector 
under the operational responsibility of the 3 Corps, while another will be in the Central Sector.  

              ,  ए                            ए    व           3                             
           ,                               

 The sources clarified that Joshimath is not among the newly identified meeting points. 

                             ए         ए                                
 Meanwhile, the Indian Army has been closely reviewing its operational preparedness along 

the frontier. 

इ     ,                                                                         
 Recently, Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth visited the headquarters of the 3 Corps, where 

formation commanders briefed him about operational readiness and measures being 
undertaken to strengthen combat capabilities. 

         ,                            3                            ,                             
               औ                                                                            

 

07S9. UN-backed map must reflect Indian 
position on J&K, Ladakh: govt 

                                 -     ,       

                                  :       

 India on Sunday said a United Nations-initiated 
proposed world map must depict the Union Territories of 

Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh in accordance with the 
country‟s official map, and any “inaccurate” or “misleading” 
representation will be unacceptable. 

                                      व               

     व   व व               -      औ               

                                                      
         ए औ         “   ”    “    ”                     
      

 The resolution titled “Correct the Map: Rebalancing 
Global Cartographic Representation and Promoting 
Equitable Representation of the World‟s Regions, 
Particularly Africa” was adopted on Friday. 
“Correct the Map: Rebalancing Global Cartographic 
Representation and Promoting Equitable 
Representation of the World‟s Regions, Particularly 

Africa”                                        
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07S9. As yoga and Ayurveda become part of India‟s global health diplomacy, 

experts press for credible standards 

    औ     व           व   व   व                               ,  व      व व     

                       

 Yoga and Ayurveda have moved beyond their traditional wellness identity and are 
increasingly becoming part of India‟s global health and diplomatic strategy, with the Centre 
seeking to expand their footprint through medical tourism, international education, practitioner 
mobility and trade agreements. 

    औ     व                        ए                                        औ               

   व   व   व      व                                    ,                             , 

               ,                      औ                            इ                   

           
 The shift is particularly evident in India‟s recent trade diplomacy. 

                                                                          
 The India-Oman Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), 

operationalised in June 2026, and the India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
contain dedicated provisions on health-related services and traditional medicine. 

    -                                 (CEPA),          2026                 , औ      -

                            (FTA)          -              औ                               
                        

 These include measures to ease licensing, develop standards and facilitate the mobility of 
Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa, and Homeopathy (AYUSH) 
practitioners and instructors. 

इ      इ                    ,       व                 व  ,      व                 ,       , 
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    ,   व -      औ            (AYUSH)             ए                                   

                        

New opportunity 

     व   

 The India-European Union FTA, signed in January 2026, goes further, allowing AYUSH 
practitioners to use their Indian qualifications in EU countries where no regulatory framework 
exists and providing for AYUSH wellness centres and clinics. 

      2026                 -            FTA इ                  ,             EU         
                                   , AYUSH                                                
                      AYUSH             औ               ए                 

 The agreements represent an attempt to transform AYUSH from being a cultural export to a 
formalised health and services opportunity. 

          AYUSH                             ए  औ              ए                         

                        
 The India-Oman CEPA contains what the government describes as its first comprehensive 

commitment on traditional medicine across all modes of supply, while the India-New Zealand 
FTA has a dedicated “health and traditional medicine” annex covering AYUSH practices. 

    -     CEPA                   ,                                                        
                                   ,          -         FTA    AYUSH            
                ए         “ व     औ                  ”             

 The New Zealand agreement also provides structured mobility pathways, including a 
dedicated visa quota for AYUSH practitioners. 

                AYUSH                           व                                      
              

 The government said the agreement would institutionalise cooperation in education, training, 
standards development and wellness services. 

                              ,      ,       व    औ  व        व                        

               
 However, the diplomatic push also raises questions about how far formal recognition and 

market access will translate into actual international demand. 

       ,                                        औ              औ                         

                                              
 Experts point to the need for credible standards, evidence, regulation, practitioner quality and 

patient safety if AYUSH is to establish itself in increasingly regulated global healthcare 
markets. 

                          AYUSH             व              व   व   व       व                 
                    ,     व व          , व           ,  व     ,                व   औ  
                          

 Senior officials in the Ministry of AYUSH said the AYUSH visa, overseas training and 
exchange programmes were also helping expand the sector. 

                                         AYUSH     ,                 औ                

   इ                                     
 “Foreign medical arrivals rose from 1.83 lakh in 2020 to 6.44 lakh in 2024, as per our data. 

“                     ,  व                             2020    1.83             2024    6.44 
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 Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, the United Arab Emirates, the United States, Germany, 
Russia, Malaysia, Mauritius and Saudi Arabia are among the important markets for AYUSH 
and Ayurveda treatment. 

         ,      ,       ,                  ,                    ,      ,   ,        ,        

औ           AYUSH औ                    ए                              
 The government does not publish a current consolidated country-wise ranking of AYUSH 

patients,” he said. 

          , “      AYUSH                            व                              ” 

Absence of data 

            व 

 However, the figure of 6.44 lakh refers to overall foreign medical arrivals and not specifically 
AYUSH patients. 

       , 6.44                                                     ,                  AYUSH 

           
 The absence of consolidated data makes it difficult to assess AYUSH‟s actual share of India‟s 

medical-value-travel market. 

                   व                   -    -              AYUSH                         
                           

 The AYUSH visa, introduced in 2023, is another component of the strategy. 

AYUSH व   ,      2023                   , इ            ए              
 Between January 2023 and December 2025, a total of 3,375 foreign nationals travelled to 

India on AYUSH visas or e-AYUSH visas, while another 579 travelled on AYUSH attendant 
visas or e-AYUSH attendant visas. 

      2023 औ         2025            3,375  व            AYUSH         e-AYUSH         
      ए,          579     AYUSH        व       e-AYUSH        व        ए  

 Earlier, the Ministry had reported that 1,646 AYUSH visas had been issued to nationals of 75 
countries between January 2024 and February 2025. 

इ        ,                             2024 औ        2025        75                    
1,646 AYUSH व           ए  ए     

 Education is also emerging as another channel of influence. 

                ए                                 
 Under the AYUSH Fellowship Scheme, 260 students from 32 countries were studying AYUSH 

in Indian institutions. 

AYUSH                      32         260  व                        AYUSH             
        

 The Ministry‟s international cooperation programmes also support training, seminars, 
conferences and knowledge exchange, including yoga and education overseas. 

                                       ,        ,         औ             -           
             ,                     औ                                       
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07S9. Harnessing BRICS „POWER‟ to empower the world 

 व व                      BRICS    „POWER‟          

 The 18th BRICS Summit is about to be held in New Delhi on September 12-13, 2026. 

18    BRICS             12-13       , 2026                                     
 China extends full support to India for its BRICS presidency, stands ready to work with all 

BRICS members and partners to jointly draw a blueprint for the high-quality development of a 
greater BRICS, and leverage BRICS POWER to empower the world. 

   ,         BRICS                               औ      BRICS       ए                   

      ए         BRICS       -                                                        

           ए BRICS POWER                              
 I would like to share my personal views on the greater BRICS cooperation, with the help of 

the five letters of the word Power. 

   Power                                     BRICS                                      
                     

 The first is P for Principle. 

           P       Principle (       )     
 The world is now undergoing accelerated transformation unseen in a century, and witnessing 

a trend toward deepening multipolarity, economic globalisation, and the collective rise of the 
Global South. 

               ए                 ए                                   औ       व              , 
      व  व                                                        

 In the meantime, hegemonism and power politics are becoming increasingly rampant. 

इ     , व   वव   औ      -                                
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 Lingering geopolitical conflicts trigger a succession of crises and challenges. 

                        -                            औ                             
 As an important force for world peace and development, BRICS must resolutely uphold the 

purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter, and safeguard the basic norms of 
international relations, including sovereign equality, non-interference in internal affairs and 
peaceful settlement of disputes, and prevent the world from sliding back into the law of the 
jungle where the strong prey on the weak. 

           औ           ए                        , BRICS                                 औ  
                       ए          ए                 ,                               औ  
 वव                                                                                   ए औ  
                                                         ए                              

         

Upholding international principles 

                                 

 Chinese President Xi Jinping put forward the vision of building a community with a shared 
future for humanity and four global initiatives, including the Global Security Initiative and the 
Global Governance Initiative, which provided China‟s solutions on addressing common 
human challenges and building a better world together. 

                                       ए        व   व                                       

                  व औ         व            व                                   , 
                                               औ        ए                               
  ए                      ए  

 The second is O for Openness. 

          O       Openness (      )     
 The world economy is currently facing a sluggish recovery, coupled with the spread of 

protectionism. 

                                                                ,                       
                   

 Certain countries have undermined the international economic and trade order by erecting 
tariff barriers, seeking decoupling and disrupting supply chains. 

                                 ,                          औ                          

                      ए                                   
 It should be recognised that economic globalisation is an inevitable trend of history.  

                        ए          व  व                            व        
 BRICS should uphold the multilateral trading system with the World Trade Organization 

(WTO) at its core, safeguard the basic principles of the WTO such as the most-favoured-
nation treatment, and resist all forms of protectionism. 

BRICS     व व              (WTO)                  ए                            ए      
    ए,  व                  (Most-Favoured-Nation)   व         WTO                        
         ए औ                                         ए  

 We should join hands to deepen cooperation in energy and mineral resources, infrastructure, 
and industrial and supply chains to maintain an open global economic landscape. 

    ए                                 ए           ए      औ              ,  व           
औ        व                                            ए                     ए  

 China stays committed to building an open global economy, so as to share opportunities in 
openness, and achieve common development. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
5 

    ए       व   व       व                   ए          ,                               
                 औ                               

 The third is W for Win-Win. 

          W       Win-Win (            )     
 BRICS should adhere to the Spirit of Openness, Inclusiveness and Win-Win cooperation. 

BRICS          ,    व      औ                                                   ए  
 We should continue putting development at the centre of the BRICS agenda, accelerate the 

implementation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals, strengthen dialogue and build 
consensus on launching the formulation of the post-2030 global development agenda, and 
ensure that Global South countries participate in international cooperation as equals and 
share the fruits of development. 

    BRICS    ए                व          ए          ए,                     व            
                           ए,                         ए औ  2030           व   व   व          
                                                  ए                          ए          

                                                  औ                             

Economic and financial cooperation 

      औ   व          

 We should pursue mutual benefit and win-win results to further consolidate economic 
cooperation. 

                   औ                 ए              औ                                 
                         ए  

 It is necessary to strengthen greater BRICS coordination on macroeconomic policies and 
adopt more trade and investment facilitation measures. 

      BRICS             -                                    औ         ए            
                ए                            

 We should push forward local currency and cross-border payment cooperation and improve 
the financial safety net, so as to enhance the ability to ward off external risks. 

                औ      -                                  ए                -             
          ए,                                                  

 In the face of global energy and food security challenges, we should build a more resilient and 
sustainable agriculture and food system. 

            औ                                 ,                औ             ए        

                         ए  
 The fourth is E for Engine. 

         E       Engine (    )     
 BRICS countries account for nearly half of the world‟s population, around 30% of global 

economic output, and one-fifth of global trade. 

BRICS                           ,                             30% औ                
       व                              

 We are also home to major natural resources, key manufacturers and vast markets. 

                             ,    व      व        औ   व                 
 According to international agencies such as the International Monetary Fund, greater BRICS 

growth will be nearly three times faster than the G-7 by 2028, further highlighting its role as an 
engine of world economic growth. 

                    (IMF)                 ए                , 2028          BRICS          
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G-7                                   ,                        इ             इ              
औ                    

 We should leverage our respective advantages, deepen practical cooperation in fields such 
as business, finance, science and technology, forging more cooperation in the digital 
economy, smart manufacturing, and new industrialisation. 

        -      व                            ए,       ,    ,       औ                         
                                 ए                 व   ,        व       औ     

औ                                       ए  
 We should actively promote the integration of artificial intelligence (AI) with sectors including 

science and technology, health, agriculture and education, thereby injecting fresh impetus into 
world economic growth. 

                   (AI)          औ           ,       ,      ए                                

ए                                   ए,                                              
 China has established the China-BRICS AI Development and Cooperation Center and the 

China-BRICS New Quality Productive Forces Research Center, and welcomes active 
participation of all parties. 

          -BRICS AI  व     व            औ     -BRICS       व   व                   
                      ए    औ                                             

 The fifth is R for Responsibility. 

            R       Responsibility (        व)     
 BRICS countries are the main force in safeguarding fairness and justice and the backbone of 

promoting unity and cooperation. 

BRICS             औ                   व                  ए    औ                      
                     

 We must shoulder the responsibility of maintaining world peace and development. 

     व व       औ   व                            व           ए  
 Over this year and the next, India and China will take on the BRICS rotating presidency in 

succession. 

इ      औ          ,      औ           BRICS                              
 Maintaining sound coordination between our two countries is conducive to the steady and 

sustained progress of greater BRICS‟ cooperation, and will better safeguard the common 
interests of developing countries. 

                               व     ए            BRICS               औ                 
  ए                                                              

China-India ties 

   -           

 Since the beginning of this year, under the strategic guidance of the two leaders, President Xi 
Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, China-India relations have maintained a 
momentum of improvement and development. 

इ                 ,                                औ                                         

  ,    -                     औ   व                 ए         
 The two sides strengthened dialogues at all levels and promoted exchanges and cooperation 

in various fields to achieve positive results. 

                          व                 औ                     -     ए                  
                            ए  

 Five direct flight routes between the Chinese mainland and India have been resumed. 

              औ                                             ए  ए     
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 After a six-year suspension, border trade has been reopened. 

   व                                                        
 China looks forward to working with India to translate the important consensus reached by the 

two leaders into concrete actions, being good-neighbourly friends and partners that help each 
other, and pushing China-India relations to move forward in a sustained, healthy, and stable 
manner. 

                                                व                                    , ए -

                                         औ                      -                     ,  व   

औ                                                               
 May the 18th BRICS Summit in New Delhi be a great success. 

                             18व   BRICS                           
 We welcome you all to China next year to continue empowering the world with BRICS 

POWER. 

                                          ,      BRICS POWER              व व         
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07S9.  India‟s unemployment data dilemma 

                              व   

 The challenge in measuring the unemployment rate using the Current Weekly Status (CWS) 

approach — where a person‟s activity status is determined based on the preceding seven 
days — is to assess not only whether people are employed, but also the nature of their jobs, 
the frequency and regularity of their payments, and the overall quality of employment. 

व                     (CWS)                                                      —      
                                                                             —        

                                             ,                        ,                 ए   
         औ                   व                       
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 In an economy where a vast majority of the population are involved in informal work, 
employment cannot be analysed through a headline rate of high frequency indicator, if it can 
be called so. 

                ,               ए                                        ,           
                -                                                          ,     इ       
                   

 India‟s decision to transform the quarterly/yearly unemployment data into a monthly indicator 
is economically desirable, even if its credibility is questionable given the nature of its 
database, which seldom takes into account circular migration. 

                  /व                                                                      

                ,        इ                                ए इ                        ,          

              व                                    
 Efforts have been made to strengthen India‟s database comprising EPFO (Employees‟ 

Provident Fund Organisation) and ESIC (Employees‟ State Insurance Corporation) 

payroll data, GST-based enterprise information, income tax records, corporate payroll data, 
gig economy employment data, and rural wage indicators but at present, even these sources 
remain fragmented. 

                                        ए  ए   ,       EPFO (          व             ) औ  
ESIC (                      )               , GST-                          ,      
      ,                    ,          व                    औ                              , 
                                    

 Unlike a mature labour market — comprising payroll surveys, unemployment insurance 
records, formal contracts, and extensive administrative databases — India‟s large informal 
employment market is difficult to track. 

ए       व                   —                 ,                      , औ              

औ                                     —                                            
              

 Most advanced nations count unemployment using a Labour Force Survey based on the 
definition of the International Labour Organization (ILO). 

                                        (ILO)                             व       
                                    

 The U.S., Japan, EU and the U.K. have decades of household survey data with detailed 
information on full-time versus part-time jobs, hourly wages, job duration, labour mobility, and 
unemployment spells. 

       ,      ,             औ                                                     ,       
          औ                 ,                ,               ,             औ            
                                             

A leading indicator 

               

 The latest Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) says that India‟s unemployment rate for 

those aged 15 years and above marked a four-month low of 5.1% in July. 

        व           व    (PLFS)          , 15     औ                             ए 

                              5.1%                                         
 The review period coincided with the peak of kharif season, when demand for agricultural 

labour rose for land preparation, transplanting, and allied activities. 

                                              ,                  ,       औ        

               ए                        
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 Since construction, agriculture, small trade, logistics, and local services see seasonal 
fluctuations, it is likely that July‟s decline reflects increased hiring in these segments rather 
than a broad-based expansion in formal sector jobs. 

            ,     ,            ,           औ           व                 -                    
  , इ   ए                                  औ                                          इ  

                                        
 Monthly unemployment should at the best be a leading indicator, not a comprehensive 

measure of labour market health. 

                          ए                            ए,                            
           

 India has a labour market where various reports suggest that 90% of the population are 
involved in the informal sector; agricultural employment remains seasonal, with wage 
payments negotiated informally and where underemployment/ disguised employment is 
widespread. 

                                                     90%                                ; 
                            ,                                                       औ  
         /                       

 Indicating limited granularity, data is rather sketchy on wage growth, hours worked, job 
quality, occupational shifts, and sector-wise employment trends. 

             (granularity)             ए,             ,       ए  ए     ,                 , 
                 औ                                                             

 Therefore, monthly unemployment data reflects seasonal movements rather than structural 
improvement. 

इ   ए,                                                                           
 A fall in unemployment may indicate distress-driven entry into low-productivity jobs rather 

than genuine employment creation. 

                                                            व                वव        

 व                        
 The overall decline in unemployment was owing to rural areas, where unemployment declined 

to 4.5% from 5%; but it should not be read as a major improvement in the job market. 

                                              ,                5%         4.5%      ;       

इ                                                         ए  
 Independent labour studies estimate that there are between 30 to 35 million seasonal 

labourers moving across India annually, forming the invisible backbone of urban construction 
and infrastructure. 

                                          3    3.5                                          , 
               औ                                

 The July data saw an increase in the labour force participation rate, a positive supply-side 

signal, but stronger investment and job creation prefix sustainable employment recovery.  

                                                    ,          -      ए                   , 
                  औ                                      ए                

 The revamped PLFS is a significant improvement over earlier low-frequency labour statistics 

but its success ultimately depends on whether it gauges the reality of the job market — not 
merely measuring it more frequently. 

         PLFS           -                                ए                   ,       इ    
            इ                                             व    व                        
       —                                 

 A credible labour market barometer is the need of the hour to capture the livelihoods of 
millions of workers. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
1 

                  व      व    व                      ए ए                           
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07S9. Sharpest pictures of sun‟s surface reveal previously unseen whirlpools 

                व             व                            व             

 Scientists have used the world‟s 
largest telescope to study the sun to 

capture the highest-resolution pictures 
yet of the sun‟s surface, revealing small, 
violent plasma whirlpools moving 

across it.  

                                    ए 

                                        
  ए                                 

   -                              ,       
इ                       औ        

         व                  
 Such braided fields are thought to store 

and release the energy that powers 
solar flares and other eruptions — and 

may help explain why the sun‟s outer 
atmosphere is so unexpectedly hot. 

                  ए                         
                                    औ  
             ,         व              

                             — औ                                                     
                        इ                

Details on the edge 

           वव   

 The part of the sun that we see is called the photosphere. 

                              ,              (         )              
 This is a chaotic environment filled with a roiling mass of superheated plasma. 

   ए                  ,                            -                               
 The light we see on the earth is energy emitted by this plasma. 

                                  इ                                 
 Astronomers have been taking pictures of the sun‟s exterior for a long time, and they have 

always seen a beehive-like structure there. 

                                                            औ                                   
                     

 The cells in this structure are called convection cells. 

इ                                व                         
 Each cell spans up to around 2,000 km — the distance from Mumbai to Guwahati — and lasts 

for 5-10 minutes before dissipating. 

                  2,000                      —                                                 
— औ                      5-10                      

 The visible features of a convection cell are called granules. 
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 All these granules together form the outer visible layer of the sun. 

                                                                 
 The team used it to observe a magnetically active region on the sun called NOAA 14060, 

capturing light at a wavelength of 416 nanometres (which is visible light of a blue-violet 
colour). 

          इ                  NOAA 14060      ए                                        
     ए      औ  416                                             (       -                 

       )  
 Thus, the team found that the edges of the solar granules are innumerable small coils of 

plasma, each only 25-170 km long, separated by around 65 km. 

इ      ,                                                                   ,                   
           25-170         औ          65                 ए -                 

Wind over a river 

                 व  

 The researchers also found that these small plasma coils moved along the boundaries of the 

granules, twisting and interacting with one another. 

                                                                                    ए ए -      
             औ                      

 Scientists have previously found such whirlpools in the atmosphere of gaseous planets like 
Jupiter. 

            इ                                               इ                 ए     
 

Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope (DKIST) 

 The Daniel K. Inouye Solar Telescope (DKIST) is the world‟s largest and most 
powerful solar telescope. It is designed specifically to study the Sun, especially its 

surface, atmosphere, magnetic fields, sunspots, solar flares and other processes related to 
space weather. 

 It is located near the summit of Haleakalā volcano on Maui, Hawaiʻi, USA, at an altitude 
of about 10,000 feet (around 3,000 metres). 

 The telescope is operated by the National Solar Observatory (NSO) with support from the 
U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) and the Association of Universities for Research 

in Astronomy (AURA). 

Why is DKIST Special? 

 Its most important feature is its enormous 4-metre primary mirror, the largest mirror used 
in any solar telescope. It collects roughly seven times more sunlight than previous major 

solar telescopes, allowing scientists to observe extremely small structures on the Sun. 

 In simple terms, a larger telescope mirror works somewhat like a larger eye. The more 

light it collects, the finer the details it can distinguish. 

 DKIST uses an off-axis optical design. This reduces unwanted scattered light and helps 
scientists observe faint structures near very bright regions of the Sun. 

 It also uses adaptive optics, a technology that continuously corrects the blurring caused 

by turbulence in Earth‟s atmosphere. It is similar to electronically correcting a shaky or 

distorted image while it is being recorded. 

What Part of the Sun Does It Study? 

 DKIST can study different layers of the Sun, from the photosphere to the chromosphere 
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and parts of the corona. 

 The photosphere is the visible “surface” of the Sun. It contains structures called granules, 
produced by convection. 

 Imagine boiling water. Hot material rises, loses heat and then sinks again. A broadly 

similar process occurs in the Sun‟s plasma, producing the granular appearance of the 
photosphere. 

 DKIST‟s early observations resolved solar structures only about 30 km across, a major 

improvement over previous ground-based solar observations. 

Role of Magnetic Fields 

 The Sun is made mainly of plasma, an electrically charged state of matter. Because 
charged particles move through the Sun, they generate powerful magnetic fields. 

 DKIST is especially important because it can measure the strength and direction of solar 
magnetic fields with exceptional detail. 

 Magnetic fields are central to understanding sunspots, solar flares, coronal mass 

ejections (CMEs), solar wind and coronal heating. 

Important Instruments 

 Visible Broadband Imager (VBI): Produces extremely sharp images of the solar surface.  

 Visible Spectro-Polarimeter (ViSP): Separates sunlight into different wavelengths, 
somewhat like a prism creating a rainbow, and helps measure magnetic fields. 

 Cryogenic Near-Infrared Spectro-Polarimeter (Cryo-NIRSP): Studies the faint solar 

corona in infrared wavelengths. 

 Visible Tunable Filter (VTF): A major imaging spectro-polarimeter. Its first-light 
observations were achieved recently, with science verification and commissioning 
progressing in 2026. 
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07S9. Sulphuric acid: not so deadly 

            :                

 Peptides Surviving in Concentrated 
Sulphuric Acid 

 Researchers have found that some 
peptides, which are short chains of 

amino acids, can remain stable even 
in 98% concentrated sulphuric acid.  

 This is surprising because strong acids 
are usually thought to destroy 

important biological molecules. 

Peptides and Proteins 

 Amino acids are the basic building 

blocks of proteins. 

 When a few amino acids join together, 
they form a peptide. 

 Long peptide chains fold into proteins, 

and their 3D shape determines their 
function. 

 A simple example is a key and lock. A 

protein must have the correct shape to fit and perform a specific biological task. 

Why Does Strong Acid Usually Destroy Peptides? 

 Strong acids generally promote hydrolysis, in which water molecules help break peptide 
bonds. 

 However, 98% sulphuric acid 
contains very little water. Therefore, 

the usual hydrolysis reaction is greatly 
reduced, allowing peptide bonds to 
survive for weeks at room 

temperature. 

Omega Loop Formation 

 Using Nuclear Magnetic Resonance 
(NMR) spectroscopy, scientists found 

that the peptides did not remain 
shapeless. 

 They folded into a stable structure 
called an omega loop. 

 Sulphuric acid molecules themselves 
helped support this structure, acting 
somewhat like a scaffold. 

 This is different from proteins in water, 
which often form alpha-helices and 

beta-sheets. 

Why Is This Important for Life Beyond 

Earth? 

 The discovery is important for astrobiology, the study of possible life beyond Earth. 

 Venus has clouds containing highly concentrated sulphuric acid. Such conditions were once 
considered too hostile for complex biological chemistry. 
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 The new finding does not prove that life exists on Venus. It only shows that some 

biologically important molecules may survive and fold in such extreme conditions. 

 

07S9. Steady gaze 

          

 The successful launch of the Indian Space Research 
Organisation‟s (ISRO) EOS-05 satellite is India‟s first earth-imaging 
satellite bound for a geosynchronous orbit, meaning that it is locked-in 

to the earth‟s rotation and can be tuned to continuously observe the 
same location. 

                             (ISRO)    EOS-05                   

                व -               ,        -            
(geosynchronous orbit)      ए            ,                             
                             औ  इ   ए                           

          ए                           
 The rocket placed it in a transfer orbit early on Friday; onboard 

thrusters are expected to raise it to its final perch at some 36,000 
kilometres above the earth‟s surface over the coming weeks. 

                     इ                 (transfer orbit)               ; 
                            इ                        36,000 

             इ                                       
 From there it can track fast-changing events such as floods, 

cyclones and forest fires, and monitor crops, forests, water bodies and 
land use. 

              ,   व   औ  व                                            
                   ,    ,           औ                           
         

 Unlike a conventional camera, its sensors examine how the 
earth‟s surface reflects different wavelengths of light, helping distinguish 
vegetation, water and other land cover. 

                        , इ                                              
                                             ,             ,    औ  
          व                                        

 Because it is perched farther away than conventional low orbit 
imaging satellites, its strength is not ultra fine detail but the ability to 
return to the same broad areas very frequently. 

                      -         इ                                  
       , इ   ए इ                                            ,       व                -    
            व                 

 India has long had eyes in geostationary orbit, but they have been weather satellites, namely 
the INSAT-3D series. 

                          -         (geostationary orbit)               ,                      
           ,        INSAT-3D         

 Its dedicated earth-imaging satellites have operated in low, polar or sun-synchronous orbits. 

इ              व -                 ,              -                                      
 Flying a few hundred kilometres up, they capture much finer detail, but move constantly 

around the planet, imaging a different strip of territory on successive passes and taking days 
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to return. 

                                   ए,                                     ,                    
                        ,                 -          -                            औ       

                          
 EOS-05‟s timing could hardly be better. 

EOS-05        इ                              
 Given the devastation by the Bhote Koshi deluge in Nepal, which has claimed 1,344 lives, 

such satellites can play some role in understanding changes in landforms and how they may 
act as precursors to glacier-breaks and avalanches. 

                                               ए,       1,344                       ,            -
                                                                  औ                        
                                  औ                                                        
    

 Or, as winter approaches in north India, in establishing whether stubble fires over Punjab 
have genuinely declined or burning has simply shifted in time to slip past the polar satellites.  

  ,     -                                ,                                                      
                                                    इ                                    
                ए  

 ISRO has described the EOS-05 as a “strategic” satellite, a term that stretches from security 

to weather. 

ISRO    EOS-05    ए  “       ”              ,                                         
                     

 All of this is premised on the data reaching a wide enough set of analysts who can turn the 
images into forecasts and actionable insight. 

      इ                                                      व                ,    इ            
            औ      व                                     

 There is cheer, too, that ISRO‟s first successful launch of 2026—and another vote of 
confidence in the cryogenic stage that failed the agency in 2021—comes after setbacks. 

                          2026    ISRO                  —औ                          
                  ,    2021    ए          ए            —                            
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07S9. Why Australia‟s music industry banned AI music in chart listing 

ऑ                                  AI                                           

 Australia‟s music industry body — the Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) — on 
August 25 banned songs wholly made using AI, noting such tracks will be ineligible for listing 
on its charts. 

                                —Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA)—   
25                  AI                                               औ                 

                       ए                        
 The announcement comes after the viral fame of an AI remix of Madonna‟s 1989 song „Like a 

Prayer,‟ made by Australian music producer and disc jockey Josh Fawaz earlier this year. 

                                 औ            Josh Fawaz       इ                     ए 

 ए Madonna    1989        „Like a Prayer‟    AI                                             
 The AI song enjoyed multiple weeks on the country‟s top 20 chart and ranked second on 

ARIA‟s top 20 Australian singles chart, per AP. 

AP          , इ  AI                    20                      ए औ  ARIA         20           

                                     
 It also scored over 23 million views on YouTube. 

इ   YouTube    2.3                            
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 The use of AI to compose the song was not clearly disclosed initially, angering listeners and 
musicians who want synthetic music to be transparently labelled. 

               AI                                                        ,               औ  
                 ए                                                                ए  

Which songs are banned under the new rules? 

                                               ? 

 The industry body ARIA‟s rules do not ban outright the use of AI in music. 

            ARIA                  AI                                        
 Neither does it have a zero-tolerance policy for AI in art. 

            AI      ए इ        -                  
 Instead, the updated code notes that a recording developed with the help of Gen AI is eligible 

for listing when it is “substantially human made” and “raises no stream or chart manipulation 
concerns.” 

इ        ,                               Gen AI                                           

  ए           ए       ,       “          व  व          ”    औ  “                                  

                      ” 
 This still leaves a lot of room for artists to create music with Generative AI tools. 

इ                 ए Generative AI                                               इ           
    

 In fact, ARIA CEO Annabelle Herd insisted that the chart listings should evolve to “keep room 
for” artists already using AI tools in their work. 

        , ARIA    CEO Annabelle Herd                                       इ       
                ए                    ए “            ”                         AI           
                 

 “The ARIA Charts will always remain a transparent measurement of the music Australia 
consumes, but a chart that rewards unlicensed AI output would undercut the very basis of the 
recorded music we exist to represent,” she said. 

          , “ARIA Charts                                              ए                      , 
                         इ         AI                          ,                               
                   ,                           ए                 ” 

What penalties will users and distributors face? 

            औ   व                                    ? 

 ARIA has stated that it may reject ineligible recordings, apart from excluding them and 
removing them from charts whenever needed, adjusting chart positions, withdrawing 
accreditations, or rescinding its awards. 

ARIA                                    व                औ                               
          ए                 ,                                          ,       ए          
                                        

 But when considering the global music industry as a whole, there is not much punitive action 
that original music artistes and producers can take against users making AI-generated 
versions of their songs. 

                                              ए,                   औ                        
        AI-                  व                                                           
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 The optics of a world-famous singer suing a small creator over an AI remix do not favour the 
true creators. 

                          AI                                                             
  व        व                                      

 Instead, musical artistes and the companies representing them have been taking AI music 
generation platforms such as Suno and Udio to court, accusing them of using copyrighted 
works without permission. 

इ        ,              औ                                    Suno औ  Udio      AI      -

                                         औ                             व                    

                         
 In late August, music publishers including Sony Music Publishing and Warner Chappell sued 

Anthropic, as well as its co-founders Dario Amodei and Benjamin Mann, alleging digital piracy 
and the data harvesting of copyrighted works. 

              , Sony Music Publishing औ  Warner Chappell                      
Anthropic            -         Dario Amodei औ  Benjamin Mann                      
     औ                                    व                                           

 Anthropic disagreed with the claims and intends to defend itself in court, reported 
TechCrunch. 

TechCrunch                    , Anthropic                            औ                
             इ                   

 Scraping copyrighted content to build AI is still a grey area. 

AI                ए          व                              ए                       
 However, the 2025 ruling against Anthropic in the authors‟ lawsuit that ended in a landmark 

$1.5 billion settlement made one thing clear: that U.S. courts may take a more serious view of 
AI companies pirating copyrighted content for AI development. 

       ,                            2025    Anthropic     व                ,    1.5          

                                   ,    ए                :                AI  व           

         व                       व    AI                                         

Will music platforms be held accountable for AI? 

                   AI         व                  ? 

 To truly exclude AI-generated music from human creations, even casual listeners need a 
reliable way to differentiate between the two at first glance. 

AI-                  -                                        ए,                          
                    व व                                   ए  

 For this, transparent labelling standards are required across streaming platforms such as 
Spotify and Apple Music. 

इ      ए Spotify औ  Apple Music                                                  
            

 Later this month, Spotify users can expect to see “AI Persona” labels that identify artists who 
were entirely created with AI. 

इ                 , Spotify                “AI Persona”                            ,       

                                      AI                     
 In addition to this, Spotify will not include AI Personas in listeners‟ editorial or algorithmic 

recommendations. 

इ           , Spotify                                               AI Personas          
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 The labels will depend on both self-disclosure as well as the platform‟s own checking process. 

         व-        औ                             ,                     
 Users will also be able to learn if the artist self-disclosed their AI status, or if Spotify had to 

apply the label. 

                                                 AI                            Spotify    
                   

 While this label applies to AI artists, the platform has features such as AI Credits and 
SongDNA in order to understand if specific tracks were created with AI. 

             AI                        ,                      AI Credits औ  SongDNA      
      ए       ,                                        AI                 ए  ए             

 But more users are asking for ways to filter AI-generated or AI-assisted music entirely. 

                             AI-        AI-                                             
                   

 A spike in unlabelled AI song tracks on platforms such as Instagram makes it difficult for 
creators to curate background music for their videos and photos. 

Instagram                            व    AI                                ए             औ  
                                                        

 For example, art-based businesses marketing handmade goods to buyers can face flak over 
accidentally using AI music in their Reels. 

            ए,                                        -         व             Reels    
        AI                                                         

 Taking down and re-uploading the Reel would cost them views. 

Reel                                                         
 Challenges exist offline as well. 

ऑ                                    
 Music lovers and connoisseurs have complained that AI soundtracks are seeping into more 

public spaces, as commercial properties such as stores and cafés err on the side of caution 
by choosing generic AI music over popular licensed tracks they may need to pay for. 

             औ                             AI                 व                             , 
           औ                                              ए          इ             ,       
  ए                            ,                AI                   
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07S9. Bhutan leads Southeast Asia region in eliminating rabies 

                             -  व                    व      

 Bhutan has become the first country in the World Health Organization‟s Southeast Asia 
region to eliminate dog-transmitted rabies as a public health problem. 

       व व  व                  -  व                                                           
           व       व                                      

 The WHO, on Saturday, validated Bhutan‟s achievement. 

WHO                       इ                         
 The mountain kingdom‟s last rabies death was in June 2023. 

इ                                         2023            
 Rabies is a viral disease that is almost always fatal if clinical symptoms appear. 

          व               ,                                                     
 It is estimated that rabies still claims the lives of approximately 59,000 people each year, with 

a third of these fatalities occurring in India, where it remains a huge problem with local bodies 
failing at animal birth control and vaccination programmes. 

                                            59,000                      ,          ए -      

                    ,                ए                       औ                              

                                    
 The disease is endemic throughout the country except for the Andaman and Nicobar and 

Lakshadweep Islands, and cases are reported from all over the country, the year round. 

       औ                                                                    औ               

                इ                        
 About 96% of the mortality and morbidity is associated with dog bites. 

     96%       औ                                     

Target for 2030 

2030        

 The National Rabies Control Programme aims to reduce mortality from rabies among human 
beings and progressively achieve the target of bringing rabies deaths to zero by 2030. 

                                                                                   औ       

      2030                  व                                           
 In a message shared on the WHO website, its Director-General, Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus, congratulated Bhutan “which is another step towards our goal to end human 
deaths from dog-transmitted rabies by 2030”. 

WHO         इ            ए  ए ए           इ              Tedros Adhanom 

Ghebreyesus                     औ            “2030                  व                  व    
   व                                               औ     ”     

 He further noted the interventions that made the success possible: “Bhutan‟s success shows 
that the health of humans, animals and the environment we share is inextricably linked. 

                                                         : “                            

      ,       औ                 व       व       व                        
 By uniting health workers, veterinarians, and communities, Bhutan has shown that the fight 

against rabies is won not in silos, but through solidarity across all sectors.” 

             ,              औ             ए                                          व    

        -                ,                                                       ” 
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Two-pronged strategy 

  -             

 WHO validation recognises that a country has eliminated dog-transmitted human rabies and 
consequently through the absence of human deaths from the disease for at least two years, 
while demonstrating the capacity to prevent transmission from re-emerging. 

WHO                                                            व       व                   
        औ                                इ                               ,                 

                                                  
 Rabies deaths are preventable. 

              व                             
 A two-pronged strategy is advocated globally — vaccinating dogs to curb the disease at 

source, and using post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) after a bite. 

                -                                       —                                 
  ए                      औ                       -                   (PEP)          

      
 PEP consists of thoroughly washing the bite area with water and soap, administering a full 

course of human rabies vaccine, and whenever necessary, rabies immunoglobulins. 

PEP          ए              औ                        ,                                     औ  
                                                    

 Nilesh Buddha, Officer in-Charge, WHO South East Asia Region, complimented the country: 
“The dedication of health workers, veterinary professionals and De-suung volunteers known 
as „Guardians of Peace‟ helped take dog vaccination, population management and 
community awareness to every part of the country.” 

WHO     -     ए                          Nilesh Buddha                         ए    : 
“             ,                     औ  „Guardians of Peace‟                    व    De-

suung  व    व                              ,                     औ                    
                                               ” 

 A strong collaboration was initiated between the Ministries of Health and the Agriculture and 
Livestock, together with partners, local governments and communities, united through a One 
Health approach, Bhutan‟s Health Ministry sources explained. 

                                            व               व                               , 
              औ                                            ,    One Health            
         ए       ए  

 Continued access to PEP, mass dog vaccination, dog population management, community 
engagement and strengthened surveillance marked the country‟s programme. 

PEP                ,                              ,                       ,           

         औ                                            ए        

 

PCS Special:    07 September 

07S9 18 centuries: tracing Smriti Mandhana‟s journey to the top 

18    :                                          वव   

07S9 In Uttar Pradesh, a language of loss 

           ,                
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07S9.  18 centuries: tracing Smriti Mandhana‟s journey to the top 

18    :                                           वव   

 When Smriti Mandhana scored her 18th international century against Hong Kong at the 

Women‟s T20 Asia Cup in Dubai on September 3 — in just 57 balls — she set a new record 
for scoring the highest number of centuries in women‟s international cricket across all formats. 

                   3                         T20 ए                                  57         
     18व                       ,                                                          

                                     
 That was not the only record she broke in that match. 

                          ए                    
 By the time she was run out for 124, she had overtaken her former captain Mithali Raj to 

become the highest run-scorer in women‟s international cricket. 
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      124                 ,                                                             
                     व               व                                     

 She had taken her career tally to 10,880 runs, 12 more than Mithali‟s record of 10,868. 

                                      10,880                ,              10,868               
   12             

 Her score was also the highest in the history of the Women‟s T20 Asia Cup, surpassing 
Chamari Athapaththu‟s 119 not out from 2024. 

                T20 ए           इ             व         ,       2024                     
      119                                

 Her seven sixes took her career tally to 95, making her the leading six-hitter for India in 
women‟s T20Is and the fourth-highest in the world. 

                                             95             ,                T20I            
  ए                                औ                                 

 Smriti also became the first Indian woman to score more than one century in the T20 format, 
and while doing so, she equalled Mithali‟s record of 93 fifty-plus scores in international cricket. 

      T20                                                              औ             ए 

                                     93     -                                    
 Mandhana‟s century-making was a slow burn before it became a sprint. 

                                                                       
 Her international career began with a T20 match against Bangladesh in April 2013, three 

months before she turned 17. 

                                    2013                       ए  T20           ,         
17                                  

 She waited for three years to taste her first century, in her 32nd international innings in 2016 
against Australia. 

                                ए                 ,           2016                      

     32व                             
 But it took 115 more innings and five years to reach her fifth, and another 92 innings to get to 

10. 

                                115 औ                           औ  10                         
इ        92 औ                

 Then, the sprint started. 

इ                                
 Ten of her 18 centuries came within the last two years, and at a notably higher strike rate 

(Chart 1). 

     18       10              व       ए औ  इ                इ                          

    (     1)  

Winning streak 

                    

 That acceleration becomes even more striking when compared with the other top five century 
makers. 

                                                               औ                          
 Australia‟s Meg Lanning reached 10 hundreds in 123 innings, just about half the number of 

239 innings that Smriti took to score hers. 

                          123           10        ए,                10                  239 
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 All the other four crossed the milestone of 10 before their 200th innings. 

                          200व                10                              
 In contrast, Smriti‟s performance has soared after she crossed her 200th (Chart 2). 

इ          ,                     200व                                        (     2)  
 Of Smriti‟s 18 centuries, 14 came from ODIs, two in Tests and two in T20Is. 

         18            14 व   ,         औ     T20I     ए     
 In ODIs, she has scored 5,411 runs with an average of 47.88. 

               5,411       ए    औ       औ   47.88     
 In 16 Test innings, she scored 788 with an average of 52.53 and in 167 T20I innings, she 

scored 4,681 runs with an average of 30.65. 

16                       788       ए   ,            औ   52.53   , औ  167 T20I                  
4,681       ए   ,            औ   30.65     

 Across all three formats, she has 10,880 runs, 75 fifties and an average of 38.86, showing 
that her record is built on consistency as much as several spectacular peaks. 

                       10,880   , 75        औ  38.86    औ     ,                             
                         -                              

 Moreover, the pace at which she has accumulated her runs really sets her apart. 

इ         ,                             ,                                               
 While she had already become the fastest woman to reach 10,000 runs in just 281 innings, 

she has now become the highest run scorer in 303 international innings — fewer than the 
other four players with more than 10,000 runs, all of whom, except Stafanie Taylor, are now 
retired from international cricket (Chart 3). 

                     281           10,000                                              ,         

   303                                                            —    10,000            

                                              ,                                   

                                      (     3)  
 This pace is reflected in how Smriti clearly stands out with her overall strike rate of 99.57. 

       इ                                     99.57                                         
                   

 It is nearly 10 points higher than Suzie, the next fastest among the five. 

                                              10              
 Batting average is the only indicator where she lags among the five, but that too only against 

her compatriot and inspiration Mithali (Chart 4). 

         औ   ए                            इ                      ,       इ                 
  व   औ                             (     4)  

 She is in the same league as the other three. 

                                
 A few years back, she had said that her mother taught her to persevere — “to go on till 

reaching the top”. 

                                                                      — “                       
         ” —               

 Smriti had also said that she wanted to be the best batter in the world. 

                                       व                              
 At just 30, she may have already realised that ambition. 

     30              ,                          व                                    
 But, as she said in the press conference after her records-breaking Hong Kong match, “it is 

just the start”. 
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     ,                                                                                , “         

         ” 
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07S9. In Uttar Pradesh, a language of loss 

           ,                

 Naeem Ahmed, 58, stands on a stool arranging books. 

 aeem Ahmed, 58, ए                            व                
 He focuses unusually hard on a task he has been doing for decades, something muscle 

memory would have carried him through. 

                                                    ,                              ,     
                                   -                 

 Naeem rented a 120-or-so-square-foot space five months ago, at Lucknow‟s bustling Nakhas 
Chauraha, to relocate his bookshop, Danish Mahal, from Aminabad. 

                                                        120                    ए      , 
                                                                           

 At Nakhas Chauraha, crowds, traffic, and noise overwhelm the senses, and his bookstore 
stands cheek by jowl with plastic buckets and synthetic suits. 

                  ,         औ      इ                          , औ                       

                   औ                                         
 Aminabad was where Urdu lovers from across the city gathered, and the air was once filled 

with spices and the shops with chikankari embroidery. 

                                               ए            , औ                                    
                                          

 “I am not able to generate a profit, but I want to keep my family‟s love alive. 

“                          ,               व                व                  
 The only option was shifting here,” says Naeem, adding that the rent is far lower here. 

                        ए             ,”             औ                                      
 Danish Mahal has been synonymous with Urdu literature and language in Lucknow, and for 

over 85 years was a refuge for poets, scholars, writers, and intellectuals. 

                              औ                       औ  85                         , 
       ,       औ                   ए ए              

 The bookstore moved to its new location in December 2025, but has been operational since 
1939. 

                       2025          ए               ,          1939                       
 “From the beginning our bookshop was located in Aminabad. 

“                                                       
 Urdu lovers from across the city would gather to buy books and discuss them over cups of 

tea, but rising book costs and decreasing profit forced us to close there,” says Naeem, who 
graduated in Urdu Literature from Lucknow University. 

                                    औ                                                ए ए          , 
                          औ                                           ए              ,” 
                                                       

 Urdu is Uttar Pradesh‟s second official language, but even from the 2001 Census to the 2011 
count, the number of Urdu speakers who selected it as their mother tongue dropped from 
12.1 million to 10.9 million. 

                                       ,       2001              2011             , इ   
                                              1.21              1.09             

 Naeem and his son themselves converse in Hindi. 

    औ                                          
 Lucknow‟s Awadhi traditions, built from the 18th Century onwards, with the fracturing of the 

Mughal empire, are defined by tehzeeb, roughly translating to a culture based on the arts and 
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refinement. 

18                                                          व                     
                ,                           औ                                

 „Pehle aap (you first),‟ often parodied in Hindi movies, is the philosophy of humility embedded 
within everyday Urdu conversation. 

„        (you first)‟,                                            ,                            

 व                           
 Across Lucknow, advertising in Urdu is absent, and public messaging is mostly in Hindi. 

                      व                      औ                                          
 The paint of the few murals with Urdu lettering is peeling. 

                                               
 Lucknow residents say that in a post-Babri Masjid Uttar Pradesh, a narrative of Urdu 

associated with Muslim conquerors from a distant land, is being built. 

                                                                                     ए        

                       ए                             

The Urdu disconnect 

              व     

 “My father, Naseem Ahmed, started the shop and spent over 70 years serving Urdu lovers.  

“         ,                              औ  70         व                       व      
 He managed to make ends meet; I hope I can do the same,” Naeem says, slowly. 

                            ;                                      ,”                      
 He laments that Urdu faces challenges now, and the immediate impact is on bookshops. 

                                                        , औ  इ                         
                     

 “I was paying ₹18,000 a month as rent, but over the past seven years, I have not been able to 
make that. 

“           ₹18,000                 ,                 व                                      
 How long will I suffer losses,” he asks, as if of many things: the diminishing book business, a 

failing family venture, and a language that is slowly being eroded. 

                           ,”            ,                                      :                

  व   ,               व          औ      -                       
 “At least five prominent Urdu book shops have closed in Lucknow over the past decade. 

“                                                                                 
 None of them was able to make a profit.” 

इ                               ” 

 Sensing the volatility of the market, the limited use of Urdu in daily discourse, and a 
government whose support of the language has been dwindling, he advised his son, Nabil 
Ahmed, 25, to choose another trade. 

                ,                                    औ                                     
        ए             25                                                           

 “My son holds an MBA degree and is running a garment shop. 

“                 MBA            औ  व                            
 I can‟t ask him to enter a loss-making business,” says Naeem, whose son‟s shop is next door. 

             व      व                              ,”            ,                            
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 About three kilometres from Nakhas Chauraha is the Dargah Hazrat Abbas, built in the late 
1800s. 

                                                        ,              1800           
                  

 Faiz Baqir runs RB collection, a garment shop where he sells sherwanis and salwar-suits. 

          RB Collection                            ,                 औ       -              
 “I have an MA degree in Urdu from Lucknow University, but there are no jobs in the market for 

us. 

“               व व व                 MA           ,                                             
 The only option is to sit for NET (National Eligibility Test) and JRF (Junior Research 

Fellowship),” he says. 

ए           NET (                  ) औ  JRF (                    )                 ,”    

         
 These provide entryways into an Assistant Professor job and PhD admissions in universities, 

respectively. 

                              औ   व व व          PhD  व                         
 “But even if we pass, there are so many applicants for a job,” says Baqir. 

“                             ,                                  व      ,”                
 Before 2010, he adds, there used to be a good number of Urdu translator jobs in multiple 

government departments. 

                  2010                    व                व                                  

          
 “It used to be a major attraction, but with modern digital methods of translation, opportunities 

have diminished,” he says, adding that this has disconnected a new generation of job seekers 
from Urdu. 

“                           ,          व                     व              व      

        ,”            औ              इ                                          व             
 At Baqir‟s shop, Asad Rizvi, in his 40s, sits on a plastic chair, sipping tea. 

                  40                  व                                          
 A Lucknow local and freelance journalist, he says the government neglects Urdu in multiple 

ways. 

            औ                                                                        
 “Urdu newspapers are closing across U.P. 

“                            -                  
 I have seen five newspapers shut because the government stopped advertising in them or 

just kept advertising to the minimum,” he says, vocalising the pain of many locally-circulated 
newspapers dependent on government advertising, because large corporate houses choose 
national brands to place ads. 

                -                                                                            

                ए,”           , औ  इ                                          -       
                                               ,                                           ए 

                          
 Rizvi says it is local newspapers that are living textbooks for people, because they give both 

hyper-local news and an opportunity to improve language. 

                              -                 व                ,                        

                  -                                           
 Rizvi holds forth on how Urdu journalism played a part in India‟s struggle for independence. 

                                                      व                                      
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 Maulvi Muhammad Baqir, who founded and edited the Delhi Urdu Akhbar in the 1850s, was 
one of the pioneers of Urdu journalism. 

   व              ,         1850                                      औ             ,      
                         ए      

 “His newspaper reported on the events in Delhi in 1857 (during the first war of 
Independence). 

“           -      1857                                      (     व                    )  
 The British saw it as being sympathetic to the rebels. 

          इ    व                                  
 After the British recaptured Delhi, he was arrested,” says Rizvi, a raconteur. 

                                                                      ,”                    
    

 “On September 16 that year, he was executed by a firing squad on the orders of a British 
officer. 

“    व   16                                                       व          व                  
     

 He is remembered as the first journalist in India to be executed for his journalism,” Rizvi ends, 
with a flourish. 

                                                                                               
   ,”                                                 

Education suffers 

         व          

 Anees Ashfaq, a former head of Urdu Department in Lucknow University, sits surrounded by 
many Urdu books in his library at home. 

                                                                                        
                        

 He says the beauty of Urdu is in its syncretism. 

                                      व व                
 Urdu evolved in the Gangetic plains during the eras of the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal 

Empire, between the 12th and 19th Centuries. 

              12व   औ  19व                             औ                                
                    

 It is a linguistic amalgamation of local dialects derived from Prakrit, such as Khari Boli and 
Braj Bhasha, incorporating Persian, Arabic, and Turkic vocabulary. 

             व                  ,               औ         ,                    ,       
     ,      औ           व                 

 “The region that is now Uttar Pradesh played a pivotal role in shaping its grammar, enhancing 
its literature, and establishing its cultural institutions,” says Ashfaq. 

             , “                     ,                              ,                
           औ                                         व                  ” 

 The spoken variants were initially known as Hindvi, Hindustani, or Rekhta, before evolving 
into the standardised form of Urdu. 

          इ                      व ,                                           ,                   
                        ए  

 The daily exchanges between local communities and administrative courts in northern India 
solidified its status as the prevalent lingua franca. 
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                           औ                                    -        इ         

           (lingua franca)          इ                        
 Now, Lucknow University is experiencing a decline in student enrolment within its Urdu 

Department. 

         व व व               व        व                           व                  
 For MA Urdu in the current academic session, 2026-27, there are only 65 students in a 

course where 120 seats are available. 

                 2026-27    MA                   120                                65 

 व          
 This is a steep drop from previous decades when the university had to increase seats to meet 

high demand. 

                                   व    ,                               ए                     
                        

 A 20-minute auto ride from Dargah Hazrat Abbas leads to the Uttar Pradesh Urdu Akademi. 

                              20                                                      
 Set up in 1972 to promote Urdu, the academy now chooses not to speak — in any language. 

           व              1972                                                       
 The Secretary did not take calls, respond to messages, or answer an email. 

                     व       ,                      औ                व         
 There has been no Executive Committee for almost three years now, says local Hindi media. 

                             ,          व                                  
 Lucknow residents say some of the academy‟s regular activities, like book publishing, library 

operations, and Urdu coaching, are still ongoing, though not in the robust way they were once 
conducted. 

                                                              ,                 , 

                औ            ,               ,                                                

                            
 Some major initiatives, like annually honouring Urdu writers, poets, and journalists have been 

suspended. 

             ,                ,   व   औ               व               ,                      
 Staff shortages have also become a major problem. 

                    ए                      
 While the Academy previously employed 54 employees, this number has now dwindled to just 

18. 

                    54                  ,                            18           
 Most employees have retired, and new recruitment is not happening. 

                                     औ                                
 “The Executive Committee has the authority to recommend staff requirements to the State 

government,” says Mumtaz Ahmed, an accountant of the Urdu Akademi. 

                                          , “                                              
    व                                   ” 

 Until a committee is formed, the recruitment process cannot begin. 

      ए                        ,                             
 The minority welfare department is in charge of appointing the committee. 

                व                          ए              
 Naeem, from Danish Mahal bookstore, says the academy, which used to purchase books 

regularly from the shop, has not placed any order for almost a decade now. 
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                                         ,                                               , 
                         ऑ                  

 Booksellers say that until about a decade ago, they stocked Urdu books from Pakistani 
writers, but they stopped sourcing these fearing that any contact with people from across the 
border would bring them trouble. 

                                  ए                                                       , 
             इ                                                                                
                ए                         

Structural and elementary issue 

          औ                 

 Urdu language proponents and Lucknow residents say the crisis of Urdu is structural, as the 
language is not utilised as a medium of instruction in mainstream schools. 

                    औ            व                                             ,       

                        इ                                                       
 However, it is on both the Central Board of Secondary Education‟s list of first languages, as 

well as on the Uttar Pradesh education board‟s medium through which education can be 
imparted. 

       ,                            (CBSE)                                   औ           

                                                                              
 “Urdu is often regarded as a secondary language due to the lack of trained teachers. 

“                                         ए                             
 In urban and elite education institutions, English prevails, while rural and government schools 

emphasize Hindi along with English,” says Tariq Qamar, 51, who writes Urdu poetry and 
participates in literary events around the country. 

     औ                                            ,            औ                        
                           ,” 51                       ,                        औ           
                                 

 Urdu is both spoken and taught in madrasas, but over 7,000 recognised madrasas in U.P. 
have not received funds from the government for over six years. 

                   औ                   ,                   7,000                              
                                                        

 The government has also not paid the honorarium to teachers, some of whom impart Urdu 
education. 

                                                  ,                                         
 “Those teaching modern subjects also give education to pupils on Islamic subjects and Urdu. 

“                                                     व    औ                           
 Many of these madrasas survived for years on these grants paid to teachers. 

इ                                  ए                                           
 With no grant, these teachers are not motivated to impart quality education, ultimately 

harming Urdu and other traditional languages like Arabic,” said Shahid Ali, a teacher who 
teaches Social Science along with Urdu and Arabic. 

                                  व                                          ,                  
औ                                                      ,”      औ                            

                                  
 On August 5, 2026, the Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister linked madrasas with terrorism. 

5      2026                                           व            
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 Rizvi links the crisis of Urdu with the situation of Muslims in the political discourse: “Sadly 
Urdu is connected with the religious and ethnic identity of Muslims, which has led to its 
marginalization in India.” 

                                व                                    : “                            
          औ                                ,                    इ                     ” 

 He adds that as English becomes more prevalent, Urdu literature and the cultural experiences 
that go with it, such as mushaira performances, are increasingly losing relevance for the 
youth. 

                  -                             ,             औ                           ,      
       ,             ए                                  

 Urdu enthusiasts say literature and language education must adapt to connect with the youth. 

                                                  ए        औ                                
          

 “The language must evolve to include science, technology, environment, and social sciences. 

“         व   ,          ,     व   औ           व                        ए             
    ए  

 Only then will the youth want to learn or engage with Urdu,” Baqir says. 

                                       ए इ         ,”                

 


